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Across the Pond

We have worked very hard in recent years to improve
our school, and continue to do so. Some of what we
have done is based on successes that other schools
have had in dealing with various issues and we
continually discuss ways of improving the school with
teachers in other schools. This approach caused us to
send all teachers to visit other schools in February.

Mr Sargeant’s secondment to the Leadership Team
this year is being funded by a government scheme
which is aimed at bringing improved ways of working
into schools. Part of this scheme provides funding for
him and me to visit schools in the USA this week to
gain experience of how other education systems work
and to see if there are any lessons to be learnt that we
might consider here.

By the time you are reading this we will be in one of
four schools that we are visiting in Philadelphia, while
other teachers on the scheme will be visiting schools
in other American cities. | am sure that there will be
much to reflect on and share with the staff when we
return and there is likely to be much of interest to
write about in newsletters and talk about in
assemblies. | was able to visit schools in Pittsburgh
four years ago and the students here were fascinated
by some of their ways of working, especially the 7.30
am start and the Saturday morning detentions! It will
be interesting to see if the same is the case in
Philadelphia.

Eid

This week’s newsletter is being issued a day earlier
than usual as many students will be absent tomorrow
to celebrate Eid. As | explained last week, students
should bring in a short note from home explaining that
this is the reason for their absence.

Half Term (and Maths GCSE)

School is closed next week for the half-term holiday.
We open again on Monday week, 5 November, which
will be Week | on the timetable. | do hope that
everyone is able to have a rest next week and enjoy
the short break. It might not be quite as restful for
Year || as they have Maths GCSE exams in the first
week back. As preparation for these they will have a
revision morning on Monday 5 November for which
they will need their Maths books and equipment.

At the end of that week we will have the first Focus
Day of the year. More details of this day appear on
the right.

| wish everyone a restful break.

Sean Ha(ujes

Year || GCSE Mathematics Exam

Year |l students will take their next GCSE
Mathematics module examination on Tuesday 6
November.  Students must arrive punctually to
school in the morning and have the correct equipment
for the examination: calculator, pen, pencil, ruler,
protractor and compasses. The majority of the
students have been working hard and must ensure
they complete the tasks set by their teachers over half
term to support their revision. Students have been
reminded to use their MathsWatch CDs and the
MyMaths website as additional resources.

We have arranged additional revision sessions for the
morning of Monday 5 November, following the Year
I'l mathematics lessons. There will be no formal
revision session at 3.15 on Monday 5 November, but
teachers will be available to support and answer any
last minute individual queries. Ms Harrison

Focus Day - Friday 9 November

Our first Focus Day of this year is fast approaching
and staff have been preparing an exciting day of
activities for all year groups.

The majority of Year 7 students will be taking part in
an Expressive Arts day at school with a Brazilian
theme, to mark the place of the next Olympic games.
There will be a carousel of learning activities ranging
from Samba drumming to football and also including an
opportunity for drama along the theme of “Carnival”
and the issue of Street Children in Brazil. A small
number of students will be on retreat, exploring the
theme of Belonging.

Year 8 students will be off site. Some students will be
going on a Geography trip to Hunstanton and others
will be on a History trip to local places of interest,
including Peterborough Cathedral.

Year 9 students will be having a joint Science and RE
day in school, with a focus on Aeronautics, flight and
the origins of the Universe.

Year 10 will be welcoming an outside speaker in the
morning for a motivational workshop called “The Big
Picture”. This will be followed by a focus on shape,
space and measure. Students will explore and visualise
2D and 3D shapes and make polygons to develop their
skills of estimation and accuracy.

Year | | will be having an English day.

Years 12 and 13 will be having a Higher Education
conference here at school.

Further details of all activities will be distributed by
individual Faculties. Times of the day remain the same,
including break and lunchtime, unless you have been
otherwise notified by letter. Mrs Pereira
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Head Boy and Head Girl Elections
After half term we will be holding elections for the roles of Head Boy, Head Girl and Deputies.
Below are statements from this year’s candidates:

In Year 7 a teacher mentioned that I would be a fantastic Head Boy and since then I have tried hard to pass my exams and
become a suitable role model. I'm a determined, reliable, organised and truthful person. These attributes, I believe, will
contribute to the school immensely. It’s been five years and I think I am more than capable of the challenges that come with
such a responsibility. I want to be recognised as a person who helped bring change for the benefit of all students and
teachers. Please vote for me as Head Boy. (Tristan Goodfellow)

| believe | am the best candidate for the role of Head Girl. Firstly, | am confident and outspoken and | will put your ideas forward
to help improve St John Fisher. | am really interested in people’s views and | hope you would feel free to come to me and tell me
your opinions, because | am more than willing to put in the effort to talk to you. | want your voice, so help me build some
“footprints for the future” because a vote for me is a vote for our future. “Accomplish your dream with Ayisha Saleem”.

(Ayisha Saleem)

If I am nominated, students at St John Fisher will have an exceptional role model as | will always represent my school with pride
and pleasure. | believe | have excellent leadership skills and | will ensure that everyone’s opinion will be heard and represented
effectively. | am capable of functioning under stress and pressure, which demonstrates my determination and aspiration for this
role. | will be an exceptional example to the younger years who aspire to achieve more and support students in making school a
better place.  (Ewelina Strug)

| believe | should be Head Boy because | will listen to students views and respect their opinion. | am polite with a pleasant
personality and | will be a good role model for all students. | have no doubts that St John Fisher is a flagship school in
multicultural cohesion and | would be honoured to take a leading role in promoting St John Fisher inside and outside of the
school environment. (Matthew Wright)

My name is Lisamarie Jones. | am running for the role of
Head Girl. | feel | will be best suited for the role because |
have a passion to serve my school; | want to be a positive
role model for my fellow peers and the school. | promise
to serve with integrity and respect. Teachers, parents and
students — it is my desire to see St John Fisher the best
school in Peterborough, so vote for me and make that a
reality. | will use my role in the decision making process
to benefit the school in the years to come.

(Lisamarie Jones)

Good morning students and staff, | am here today to inform
you about my application for Head Boy. | am a real asset
to the school. Moreover I’'m seriously approachable, very
tolerant to other people and can socialise with everyone in
school. | only wish you the best Head Boy for this school
and that you make the right decision when you make your
choice. As a member of the school like everybody else you
have my word that | will play my part in making school a
more sociable and educational environment. Thank you for
reading this. (Markus Balogun)

I am Afsha Hussain and you should vote for me as Head Girl as | have all of the right qualities required to take on the position. | am
easy to talk to, | do not take sides and listen to everybody’s opinions. These skills are very useful regarding views that students may
have and which can help me to contribute to the school and make it better. We are the building blocks that make St John Fisher. So
let us also be the building blocks for the future of this school which you can do by voting for me as Head Girl. (Afsha Hussain)

I believe that I can represent the school well as T am always
committed to everything I do. I have been a member of this
school for around 6 years, therefore I have the knowledge of
the strengths and weaknesses of St John Fisher. The school
has helped me to develop my skills which T am now ready to use
in order to give something back to the school by becoming the
Head Girl. I always take into account all students views,
whether the student is in Year 7 or 13.  (Dominika Ciach)

Being a representative, someone you can look up to and
not feel inferior to is hard work. Although, I strongly
believe my passion for helping, caring and making sure
everyone’s needs are met makes it a start. [ can’t promise
any miracles, so I won’t. However, with my vote I can
promise you a realistic change for the better for our school
community, because my love for this school comes from
the community. The community I would like is for people
to aspire to become better, not by appearance, not by GCSE
results, but by the way we are. (Michalina Klupiec)

Hello, I'm Ruby Eric and I’'m running for the position of Head
Girl. 1 would be great for this role for a variety of reasons and
some of those include the fact that I’m confident,
approachable and | can be the voice of all students. | love
getting involved in school activities and supporting as many
people as | possibly can. So if you vote for me | will try and
back everyone up as much as I can! Thank you ©

(Ruby Eric)

My name is Hirra Hussain and I would like to be the new
Head Girl. I am a mature, trustworthy and hardworking
individual. I believe I am capable of this role due to the
experience I had had throughout my school life such as being
a School Council member, particularly in fundraising events,
sporting activities and reading buddies. All these experiences
have given me skills which can be put into practice for this
role. If I become Head Gitl it will not only be a personal
achievement, it would also be an opportunity to repay the
school for everything it has given me.  (Hirra Hussain)

Hello, I’'m Ahmad Elias Moradi but many of you probably know me as Elias. I have lots of hobbies and quite a few talents;
I play football, basketball, table tennis. My hobbies are skateboarding, dancing, and I enjoy doing magic too. I have a
unicycle which I am learning to ride, just for a bit of fun. I’m a confident person as I used to show strangers my magic
tricks. I’m a friendly person and if you get along with me I will get along with you, don’t be afraid to approach me.
(Elias Moradi)

Other candidates are: Alex Jackson and Aleem Miran
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