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St John Fisher News 

 

 

Parents’ Evenings 
At the start of term I explained that we were going to 

change the way that we run Parents’ Evenings this 

year.  This is mainly in response to comments from 

parents that the current times do not suit as many 

work in the early evening.  We have therefore decided 

to start earlier and run from 2.30 to 6.30 pm. 

We also realise that it is better for parents to be able 

to come and talk about each child that is at the school 

rather than have one evening for one child and a 

different one for the others.  We are therefore 

making each parents’ evening open to all students, 

regardless of year group. 

We hope that this will mean more parents are able to 

attend in the extended slot, but we realise that it 

might mean that appointments will fill up very quickly.  

It will be important to have an appointment for the 

teachers you wish to see and we will be asking 

teachers to stick to the appointment time.  We are 

also moving the event into the main classroom block 

with three or four teachers in each classroom, 

grouped by subject. 

There will be three parents’ evenings in this format 

during the year.  The first is on Tuesday week, 27 

November, and this is why I am explaining the 

process now.  The other two will be on Tuesday 19 

March and Tuesday 21 May.  In addition, there will be 

an evening solely for Year 11 on Mock Results Day, 15 

January.  This one will run in the traditional way from 

4.30 to 6.30. 

 

We would very much welcome your feedback on this 

new arrangement, and especially like to know if it is 

better for you. 

__________________________ 

 

Head Boy and Head Girl Elections 
As a result of the elections held last week, we are 

pleased to announce the following: 

 

Head Boy:   Markus Balogun 

Head Girl:   Ewelina Strug 

Deputy Head Boy:   Tristan Goodfellow 

 Ahmad Moradi             

Deputy Head Girl:   Ruby Eric 

 Michalina Klupiec 

 

Congratulations to the successful candidates and well 

done to all for a well fought campaign.            Mr Reilly 

 

 

Making Appointments 
We do hope that you will be able to attend at least 

one parents’ evening during the year.  Once you have 

read this newsletter and the details of the new 

arrangements please decide whether or not you 

would like appointments for the one on                           

27 November.  If you would, please tell your child 

or children and ask them to collect an appointment 

form from their form tutor.   

 Please tell your child which times you are 

able to be here so they can tell their teachers 

 Please also tell your child which teachers you 

would like to see: you may not be able to see 

all of the teachers on the same occasion 

 The students will then make appointments 

with the teachers.  They are five-minute 

appointments and we will try to leave a gap of 

five minutes between appointments to enable 

you to get to the next one on time 

 When you arrive at the school please use the 

student entrance and sign in by student 

reception.  Support staff will be there to give 

you a plan of the rooms for the evening 

 Refreshments will be available in the school 

hall 

 

Please check with your child that they are making 

appointments.   

 

If you are unable to attend this parents’ evening but 

still wish to speak to a member of staff, please contact 

the school through your child’s form tutor to arrange 

a meeting.  Form tutors have been making phone calls 

home more often this year and you may feel that you 

have enough information at the moment, and so wish 

to attend one of the later parents’ evenings.  The 

difference with a parents’ evening is that subject 

teachers will be available to talk to. 

 

As all of the senior staff teach we will not be available 

to speak to parents who don’t have an appointment. 

 

Students will be dismissed at 2.00 pm on the 

days when there is a parents’ evening.  Those 

who are waiting for parents to arrive may go to the 

library, as can those who need to wait for the buses. 

 

I will remind you of this first evening in next week’s 

newsletter but please do not wait until then to make 

appointments: students should start doing this on 

Monday if you are intending to come this time. 

 

Sean Hayes 
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SIMS Learning Gateway (SLG) 
Following the successful launch of the St John Fisher 

SIMS Learning Gateway (SLG) with our Year 11s, we 

will be launching for parents of all students over the 

next two weeks. The  SLG allows parents secure 

online access to attainment and attendance data for 

their child, at anytime.  We are very excited about this 

opportunity for parents and students to engage with 

the school and we hope you will take advantage of this 

new aspect of the school website. 

You will receive a letter next week giving more details 

about how to access the SIMS Learning Gateway and 

your username, then during the week commencing           

26 November 2012 we will send you a further letter 

containing your password. 

The St John Fisher website now has a dedicated SIMS 

Learning Gateway page, which can be accessed directly 

from the home page using the SIMS Learning 

Gateway button.  This page contains full instructions 

on how to access and use the SIMS Learning Gateway.  

If, however, you have any issues, problems or 

comments about the SIMS Learning Gateway please 

use the email address below to contact the school. 

simslg.help@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk  

Mr Berry 

Focus Day One 
The first of our Focus Days, on Friday 9 November,  

went very well.  I have been given many positive 

comments from our students which I would like to 

share with you.  Students were asked what they had 

learned from the day and would take with them into 

their own lives: 

 

“I learnt about how you work in groups and 

communities”.  “I learnt that communities have to 

work together … community is one body … you have 

to be friendly to other people to make community.”   

“Can every day be a focus day?”  “You all need to 

work together to make new friends.”  (Year 7s) 

 

“I will believe in myself.”  “I will become more positive 

towards school and life.”  “I will pay more attention to 

what people tell me.”  (Year 10s)             Mrs Pereira 

Geography Focus Day 
Last Friday, 80 Year 8 students were given the 

opportunity to spend the day experiencing the 

emptiness and scenic beauty of the golden beaches of 

North Norfolk. 

After an early morning start, students were dropped 

off in the village of Thornham to walk the 14km 

through the salt marshes and sand dunes of Holme, 

along the beach to Hunstanton. Thankfully the 

weather was sunny, although a bit chilly due to the 

wind, and the students could field sketch and examine 

the relationship between visitor numbers and litter in 

some comfort.  Although many students were 

ultimately disappointed to find that the ice cream 

shops and arcades of Hunstanton aren’t in fact open 

on a deserted Friday in mid-November, a rewarding 

experience of such a stunning natural environment 

was had by all.          Dr Bottrill 

 

Samaritan’s Purse  

Operation Christmas Child 2012 
Once again I was privileged to be part of the St John 

Fisher Operation Christmas Child 2012 shoebox 

appeal and again I was amazed by the generosity and 

enthusiasm of the children at this School. This year we 

excelled and collected a record 124 shoe boxes for 

children across Europe and Africa who will get nothing 

else this Christmas.  I was able to meet some of the 

children who received shoe boxes last year on a 

recent trip to Donetsk in the Ukraine.  The conditions 

that these children face every day made me realise just 

how important this 

annual appeal is.  

When we were at an 

orphanage, one child 

proudly showed us 

their shoebox from 

last year, still wrapped 

in the Christmas 

paper! 

The winning House this year was Beverley who 

collected an amazing 46 shoe boxes, so they win the 

100 house points and the bragging rights across the 

school for the year!  Westminster collected 38 boxes, 

Cambridge 23 boxes and Rochester 17 boxes.  

Chocolates will go to the following forms who 

collected the most shoe boxes in each house:   

C5 Ms Harrison B7 Miss Choi 

R7 Dr Karangi  W6 Miss Wicking 

Well done and thank you to all who took part this 

year.              Seasons greetings, Daniel Berry 

 

UNO Tournament 

 

19 – 23 November  

in the Library 

Prizes to be won! 

Please see Miss 

Oldman to sign up 

Post 16 Options Evening 
Tuesday 20 November 2012 
For all Year 11 students and 

their parents 
7.00 pm in the School Hall 
This is an important event for any students  

who are considering applying for Sixth Form  
places for September 2013.   

We will outline plans for next year and subject 
teachers will be available to talk about the 

courses available and the entry requirements. 
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