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St John Fisher News 

 

Celebrating Success 
On Tuesday evening we held our annual Celebration 

of Achievement.  This was a superb event at which we 

awarded certificates and prizes to the students who 

had worked hard, made good progress, achieved well, 

and generally made a success of last year.  For the first 

time the certificates were awarded by faculty and 

house, reflecting the changes to our school structure 

last year. 

The guest of honour was Gillian Beasley, Chief 

Executive of Peterborough City Council.  The city 

council has been very supportive of the school in 

recent years, especially during the rebuilding when 

they made several significant contributions, including 

the superb all-weather pitch.  Mrs Beasley spoke to 

the students about the experiences in life that have 

informed her journey from school, via a career in law, 

to chief executive of a city council.  Paul Rossi, Chair 

of Governors, spoke about the special nature of the 

school that he noticed when he started working with 

us in January, suggesting that we are the best kept 

secret in Peterborough and we should shout about it, 

letting people know what a caring and supportive 

community we have here. 

We were pleased to be joined for the evening by 

many guests from the diocese and other Peterborough 

schools, as well as our own staff and governors: all to 

see the students receive their awards. 

During the ceremony Bethan England, Sercan Ustuner, 

Andrew Bellars and Liam Kehoe spoke to the 

audience about their experiences of school life last 

year, and there were musical performances by Ryan 

New, Marcelina Klupiec and our Senior Singers 

Group.  You will recall that we were specially 

commended last term in the National Church Schools 

Award for our work in the community, both in this 

country and abroad, and the film that was made by for 

this event was shown again, including the impressive 

animation by William Healy.  If you have not seen the 

film you might like to view it on YouTube by following 

this link: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRDOcsxpn5g  

 

Which University? 
I am pleased to inform students and parents about a 

new development by Which?  Which? has launched a 

free website in partnership with the National Union of 

Students to help students make better choices about 

their higher education.  It is more than facts and 

figures as they have brought together a wealth of 

information that exists about full-time undergraduate 

courses at over 250 universities and higher education 

colleges, along with exclusive real-life student views 

and links to more than 70 advice articles written by 

careers experts and employers, to give students the 

full picture on this important next step.  Sixth Form 

students will find this especially helpful in making 

decisions about the future but I would recommend 

students in Key Stage 4 also take a look.  The website 

can be found at http://university.which.co.uk/  

 

English GCSE 
Although students in Wales had their GCSE results 

regraded last week, there has been no change yet for 

the English students.  I mentioned at our Celebration 

of Achievement evening about the particular case of 

the group who had obtained a grade C in the written 

exam in January, and so did not take the exam again in 

June, but who have now had the January result 

downgraded.  We have pursued the various actions 

open to us about this issue and there are still national 

actions taking place.  One contribution that parents 

can make to the situation is to complete a petition 

that has been set up on the DirectGov website.  Any 

petition that receives over 100,000 signatures causes 

the issue to be debated in parliament.  I would 

encourage all parents to sign this petition which can be 

found at 

 http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/37620. 

 

Sean Hayes  

 

OPEN EVENING 2012 
Our annual open evening for Year 6 students wishing to apply for admission for September 2013 

is on Tuesday 9 October.  The evening begins with a talk in the hall by Mr Hayes at 7pm sharp. 

Parents with children in Year 6 are invited to come and see the school and find out more about 

what we offer; those with children in Years 4 and 5 might also like to visit to plan ahead. 

The school will also be open on Wednesday 10 and Thursday 11 October for tours starting at 

9.00 each day.  There is no need to book an appointment, please just report to reception by 9.00 

Students will be dismissed at 2pm on 9 October to allow us to prepare for the evening. 
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Free School Meals – Please apply if you 

think you may be eligible 
You may have received a letter from us this week 

which has been sent to all parents who are not 

currently claiming a Free School Meal for their 

child(ren).  If you are eligible, claiming a Free School 

Meal will not only provide your child with a daily meal 

but will also trigger additional money for the school 

through the Pupil Premium funding.  This funding can 

make a huge difference to the school and we would 

like to encourage you to submit an application form 

for Free School Meals if you think that you may be 

eligible, even if you are currently unsure if you are. 

There is an application form on the letter which was 

sent out, which needs to be completed and returned 

to the school as soon as possible. If you have not 

received a letter or wish to discuss what is involved in 

making a claim, please ring or email and someone will 

talk to you about the process.  It could benefit both 

your child and the school.    Mrs Behan 
 

Fairtrade in School 
Once each half term we will be having a Fairtrade stall 

in the Atrium, where students and staff can buy 

Fairtrade fruit, chocolate, sweets and cereal bars from 

30p.  We will also be selling heart-shaped mirrors for 

£2.50 and little sequin gift boxes for £3.00 each, which 

would make excellent Christmas presents for family 

and friends!  We will also be selling Fairtrade teabags 

for staff at £2.00 for a pack of 100.     

Fairtrade helps the wider community by supporting 

grass root small businesses in developing countries, as 

part of the worldwide Catholic community.  The first 

sale will be held on Wednesday 3 October in the 

Atrium, at break, so please come along and support 

Fairtrade.  Our thanks goes to Mrs Hostead for 

organising and running Fairtrade in school and also to 

Katherine Ager, Holly Hung and Afsha Hussain who 

have organised posters and advertising.  Further details 

will be found on the noticeboard outside the Chapel.  

                             Mrs Pereira 
 

Sports News 
The Year 8 boys played their first football match of the 

season last week away at Ormiston Academy.  It was 

an extremely close game between two equally 

matched teams with St John Fisher eventually winning 

3-2. Goals were scored by Dominic Catanese, 

Brandon Calderbank and Lewis Irvine. Their next game 

is at home against Ken Stimpson on Wednesday 3rd 

October.   

The Year 10 boys’ football team was also victorious in 

their opening game of the season against Ormiston, 

winning comfortably 5-1.  Goals were scored by Faheel 

Banday (3) and Stephen Coombe-Boxall (2). Their 

second game is next Wednesday against Ken Stimpson 

at home. 

CALLING all rugby players! If you are interested in 

playing rugby for the school please see Mr Baron as 

soon as possible. Rugby training takes place every 

Wednesday after school, on the field from 3.15 to      

4.45 pm.       Mr Baron 

Duke of Edinburgh Congratulations 
8 Bronze Award candidates from Year 11 have 

recently been assessed by an official DofE expedition 

assessor and all 8 have passed the expedition part of 

their award.  

This expedition requires participants to walk and camp 

for two days with the minimum of help from staff.  

Staff were positioned well away from the group but 

were there to keep the them safe and free from harm.   

This expedition involved attending lunchtime and after 

school training sessions when the group learnt how to 

use various navigational techniques, to walk in open 

countryside, cook on stoves, put their tents up and 

various other essential skills.  They also took part in a 

full practice expedition over two days last June. 

Last weekend the group experienced the first of the 

colder Autumn weekends and it was only 2 degrees at 

night!  Sunday morning greeted the group with dew 

and damp everywhere.  One of the DofE requirements 

is to cook a substantial meal on small camping stoves 

and the group was commended by the assessor for 

cooking such good meals including soup, sliced chorizo 

and savoury rice finished off with fruit and roasted 

marshmallows and a mug of hot chocolate!  

All the participants worked extremely well together 

helping out with carrying kit and sharing roles. Each 

group covered 13 kilometres each day walking for 

about 5 hours with fully loaded rucksacks! Some 

rucksacks were larger than the walkers! Everyone 

managed to get from the start to finish - this was not a 

race but more of a mini marathon.  No blisters were 

reported and minor nettle stings were dealt with by 

the students themselves.  An amazing result!  

Once the expedition is recorded into electronic 

record books by the DofE expedition assessor, 

candidates will busy themselves by completing the 

three other sections which are skills (learning a new 

skill like attending our school lunchtime IT club), 

volunteering (helping out at school in many ways such 

as being in our school choir) and physical recreation 

(which could involve attending lunchtime sports clubs 

like table tennis). 

All 8 DofE students will hopefully complete their full 

Bronze award by this December. 

A very big thank you goes to Miss Wood, Mr Clifford 

and Mrs Davey for giving up so much of their spare 

time to make DofE happen.  DofE would not run 

without them.  

The DofE staff  team are looking into running a new 

Bronze  award.  Details will be available very shortly. 

Watch this space!              Mr Jones (DofE Co-ordinator) 

 

 

 

 

 

St John Fisher students will be performing 

“Measure for Measure” 

7.00 pm Monday 15 October 

at the Key Theatre 

Tickets are now available from the box office 

Please come and support them 

http://ssf.local/

