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3" Week of Advent

We continue our
countdown to Christmas
by lighting the third
candle on our Advent
Woreath this weekend.
There is one more week
in what has been a very
long term and | am sure
that we will all be ready
for a rest when the
holiday finally arrives.

Punctuality

We monitor lateness every day and detain students
who arrive late in the morning at the end of the same
day. | am concerned though at the number who are
arriving late regularly. The worst offenders will not be
leaving early on the final day of term.

Parents are responsible for ensuring that students
arrive at school on time but are not always aware that
arriving very late can count as an absence: we have
had a few cases this term where the attendance
service has challenged a student’s level of attendance
because of the effect of lateness, and this has come as
a surprise to parents. Where lateness is a persistent
issue we will be inviting parents into school to discuss
why it is happening and what can be done to improve
the situation.

End of Term arrangements

Term finishes next Friday at 2 pm. After break that
morning we will have our Christmas Liturgy followed
by Christmas Dinner: this is always a splendid affair
with Sixth Form students helping to serve the rest of
the school. Both events are a fitting way to end the
term and for us all to begin to celebrate Christmas. It
is unusual for us still to be at school this late in
December but this will not shorten the holiday.

The Spring Term begins on Monday 7 January which is
Week 2 of the timetable. Please note that this is a
normal school day and not a staff training day, as it is
in many local schools. On Wednesday of that week
we will welcome back the students who passed A level
and GCSE exams last summer when they come to
collect their certificates.

The following week Year || will received their mock
results and have a dedicated Parents’ Evening:
Tuesday 15 January from 4.30 - 6.30 pm.

Sean Hmdes

St John TFisher, St Thomas More
and Sacred Heart schools invite
you to our annual

CAROL S€RvVICE

Tuesday 18 December
7 pm in the School Hall

Followed by teal/coffee
and mince pies

In English lessons this half term, Year 8 students have
been studying speech making and the language features
of famous speeches made by people such as Martin
Luther King |nr, Jesse Jackson and Barack Obama.
Assessment for this unit required students to work in
small groups to plan, rehearse and present a drama
activity. All students are commended for their calm,
responsible approach to their work and making a
positive contribution to the activity. Every student
displayed imagination, creativity and problem solving
skills in their interpretation of the life of Rosa Parks
and the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
| would like to thank all my Year 8 students for their
enthusiasm and studious approach to this activity.
The students would like to thank PCSOs Luke and
Vicky for their encouragement and contribution to
this activity, particularly Vicky for her performance as
the arresting officer! Keep up the good work Year 8.
Mrs Frost
Support Fairtrade
The next Fairtrade stall will be on ®
Wednesday 19 December, in the
atrium at break. Fairtrade fruit,
chocolate, sweets and cereal bars will
be on sale, as well as items suitable ~ FAIRTRADE
for Christmas gifts.

Tissues

Now that the cold weather is with us many people
have coughs and colds and need to use tissues during
the day. A lot of students come to school without
tissues and then ask to be let out of class to fetch
toilet tissue. Apart from the fact that toilet tissue is
not ideal, this is disrupting lessons. Could parents
please ensure that students bring tissues to school if
they are going to need them during the day.
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ICT department website

The ICT department has set up a new service for
parents and students using Google apps for education.
The website http://www.sffict.co.uk allows access to
student email, ICT homework, ICT learning resources
and collaborative tools. Students can also use the
Google drive feature to back up their work or to
transfer files between school and home without a
memory stick. More features will be added over time.
Using Google apps to power this website allows us to
make this a genuine cloud service meaning that
students can access the resources anywhere and
anytime they are connected to the internet with an
appropriate device. Just about any computer, laptop,
tablet or smartphone that can browse the web will
work.

We have made the ICT homework section of the web
site public. You can simply browse to the website and
click on the homework link to see what ICT
homework has been set. Most other areas of the
website are secured and students are required to log
in. They have already been given their account details
in ICT lessons and can see their ICT teacher if they
encounter any problems.

If you have any questions or feedback regarding this
service then please give them to your child to pass to
their ICT teacher. Mr Morgan

Sports Update - part one

Under |16 Boys Basketball

The Under 16 Boys Basketball team had a very
successful campaign in their local schools tournament.
The competition was hosted by Ken Stimpson
Community College and matches were played
throughout November. Their results were:

v KSCS lost 2-14 v AMVC won [0-9

v Voyager drew [2-12 v Kings lost 5-15

v TDA won 13-10

The team finished 3rd overall in the league and just
missed out on qualification to the knockout stage by
| point! The under |6 team members included:
Hassan Amijid W3, Markus Balogun Cl, Tomas
Butvilas W2, Cezary Drygala R3, Jordy Link C2,
Pawel Osieja R3, Szymon Osieja R5, Dainius Pliuskus
7.

Under 14 Boys Basketball
The U14 Boys Basketball team faced tough opposition
in their tournament hosted by Stanground Academy,
playing against teams from Stanground Academy, TDA
and The Peterborough School. Their results were:
v Stanground lost both games 0-4 and 0-14
v TDA lost both games 2-4 and 4-7
v The Peterborough School

lost both games 4-8 and 6-8
The team finished a disappointing 4th in their league.
The team included:
Ervinas Gaurilcikas W8, Ali Moradi W3, Elvis Munyiri
C9, Mantas Paskevicius B5, John Portugal B8, Aiden
Rowe R7, Matas Varanavicius W5, James Vonhof C5

U14 Rugby

On 9 November the Ul4 Rugby team played their
final league game of the season against Sir Harry Smith
Community College. The team ran out comfortable
winners 27-10 in what ended up as a very short game
due to deteriorating light conditions. Tries were
scored by: Brandon Calderbank R3, Sarunas Snitkas
B5, Alvaras Labanauskas C2, and conversion kicks
from Gilson Santos C8.

Year 8 Boys and Girls Sports Hall Athletics

For the second year running the Year 8 boys and girls
indoor athletics teams travelled to Stanground
Academy for the annual Sports Hall Athletics
Competition. The students participated in a number
of different relay running events of varying distances,
as well as a series of jumping and throwing events.

All students performed very well with the boys team
finishing 4th out of 7 teams with 145 points, just 5
points behind TDA who were in 3rd place. The girls
finished in 7th place overall.

Students involved were: Brandon Calderbank R3,
Lewis John R8, Aiden Rowe R7, Fazil Khan B7, Alex
Findley B3, Dominic Catanese B8, Kamil Charzynski
R5, Mantas Paskevicius B5, Shikiba Hajizadeh W2,
Sandra Strug R2, Katherine Pollard R9, Jasmine Kelly
Gobuiwang W4, Egle Prismontaite W7, Suriya Gul
W7, Laura Grigaliunaite R8 and Joanna Galus W9.

Year 3 Primary Dance Festival

On Thursday |5 November, Year 3 children from
St Thomas More and Abbotsmede visited St John
Fisher School to participate in a Zumba themed Dance
Festival. The festival was led by visiting Dance
specialist Jenna Tudor. All the children thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to try a new form of dance.
The festival was supported by several of our Year ||
girl sports leaders.

Congratulations to: Zulaikha Haider, Carol Carvalho,
Heather Porter, Sabrina Rodrigues, Jessie Scutts and
Katie Smart who supported the Year 3 children so
well during the festival.

Sports Update — part two — next week
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