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St John Fisher News 

 

 

Student absence 
I explained in last week’s newsletter that the 

governors have amended the school policy on 

students’ leave of absence in line with the latest 

government requirements.  This week I would like to 

go into more detail about the new policy.    

It is expected that students will be at school during 

term time unless prevented so by illness.  They should 

not be absent for holidays, visiting relatives, keeping 

appointments, and so on.  The changes to our policy 

are designed to ensure that attendance remains the 

priority. 

It remains the case that any application for absence 

should be made at least four weeks ahead of the start 

of that absence.  The key changes in our new policy 

are as follows: 

 requests for absence will only be considered if 

there are exceptional circumstances 

 requests will only be considered if the student’s 

current attendance is 95% or higher 

 the maximum period that may be granted is 5 

school days. 

The full policy is available on the school website 

(under Policies in the Parents section) and appears on 

the back of the application form that must be used 

when requesting absence.  I would particularly urge 

parents to not make travel arrangements until 

permission has been given by the school; tickets 

booked and paid for are not a reason for a 

request to be granted.  The government has 

increased the fines that are applicable when students 

are absent from school without good reason 

(“unauthorised absence”) in the hope that this deters 

parents from taking their children out of school. 

You will appreciate that the effect of these changes is 

that few requests will be granted and I hope that the 

reason for this is clear: students are at school to 

receive an education and they cannot do so if they are 

absent. 

   

School Cup 
The winners for 2011-12 were again Westminster 

House.  Congratulations to them: this means they 

have now won two years out of two.  The 

competition for 2013 is already underway, beginning 

with the Year 7 competitions last Wednesday.  After 

they completed challenges in Technology, Maths and 

Languages Beverley House are in the lead.  The race 

is on! 

We will post details of the house points score 

periodically in the newsletter. 

Sean Hayes 

 

 

Celebration of Achievement 

Tuesday 25 September - 7.30 pm 
This evening celebrates the success of our School in 

every aspect of School life for the last academic year, 

2011-2012.  A large number of students have been 

nominated to receive a Subject or Tutor prize and we 

request that they return their reply slips to Student 

Services by Wednesday 19 September. 

Our Guest Speaker this year is Gillian Beasley, Chief 

Executive of Peterborough City Council. 

GCSE and A Level certificates will not be awarded at 

this event but at another evening which is being 

arranged for later in the year.       Mr Reilly 

 

 

 

Year 11 Revision Sessions 
The core subjects (English, Maths, RE and Science) are 

offering revision sessions to all Year 11 students.  

These sessions are compulsory for all National 

Challenge students and are an essential way in which 

students are prepared for the examinations.  These 

sessions take place from 3.15 - 4.15 in each faculty 

area on the following days: 

Monday: Maths 

Tuesday: RE 

Thursday: English 

These sessions will start next week.  Science sessions 

will start after half term. 

Mr Sargeant 

 

 

Westminster News 
Westminster hit the ground running this year after 

proving themselves the best House two years in a 

row.  Pupils have a great deal of pride in their house 

and are committed to making it a hat-trick this year.  

We’re especially proud of the welcome our House has 

given to our new Year 7 students.  We all look 

forward to a great year and are working hard to rack 

up achievements for Westminster.              Mr Clifford 

 

‘My first week at St. John Fisher is going really well. I love 

meeting new friends and new teachers. I have enjoyed all 

my lessons and I really like Art and PE.  I like the school 

because it’s big to me and it has lots of good ways for us to 

learn’           Jade O’Sullivan W1JO 
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Year 7 Technology Challenge 
On their first day at St John Fisher students in Year 7 

took part in the Technology Inter-House Challenge. 

They worked in House teams to roll a marble across a 

desk without any assistance (eg pushing, blowing, etc). 

The winning team would have the marble that took 

the longest without stopping.  

They created obstacles using newspaper and tape to 

slow down their marbles and experimented raising the 

end of the desk to different heights to get the best 

results. Competition was stiff in every classroom but 

in the end students from Beverley House won the 

challenge earning the first house points of the year and 

putting Beverley into an early lead for the house cup.            

Mr Morgan 

 

 
 
Sports News 
The summer term ended with our annual Sport Day.  

This year’s event had an Olympic theme with each of 

the 4 Houses representing one of the world’s 

continents.  Each form also chose to adopt a country 

from their continent to research prior to the event 

and produced banners and flags which they carried 

around with them on sports day.  Throughout the day 

students were encouraged to demonstrate the 

Olympic and Paralympic values.    

The day began with an opening ceremony, as is 

tradition in the Olympic Games, where each of the 

Houses paraded their country’s flags around the track 

to music.  The students then rotated through 9 

different activities throughout the day, including 

cycling, human table football, western themed assault 

course, handball, tug o war, dodgeball, volleyball, 

basketball and team relay challenges.  The day ended 

with the whole school coming together again on the 

field to watch the finals of the western themed assault 

course. 

Individual form winners for each House on were:   

W9, R5, C7 and B6. 

Congratulations to all students and staff who made the 

day such a success through their involvement and 

enthusiasm.  Westminster were overall winners for 

the second year running, scoring just 29 points more 

than Beverley.    Can they make it hat-trick next year? 

Mr Baron 

 

Key Dates for 2012-2013 
 

 

Autumn Term 

24 September HPV Vaccination talk to Yr 8 girls 

25 September Celebration of Achievement Evening 

4 October 1st HPV Vaccination 

9 October Year 6 Open Evening  

25 October St John Fisher Arts Festival 

26 October Rochester House Charity Day 

29 Oct – 2 Nov Half Term Holiday 

9 November Focus Day 1 

15  November 2nd HPV Vaccination 

20 November Post 16 Options Evening  

27 November Parents’ Evening – all years 

13 December Advent Reconciliation Services 

21 December Term Ends 

 

 

Spring Term 

7 January 2013 Term Begins 

9 January Certificate Evening 

15 January Year 11 Parents' Evening  

22 January Key Stage 4 Options Evening 

6 February Beverley House Charity Day 

11-15 February Half Term Holiday 

18 February Staff Training Day – school closed 

28 February 3rd HPV Vaccination 

14 March Focus Day 2 

19 March Parents’ Evening – all years 

21 March Lent Reconciliation Services 

28 March Term Ends 

 

 

Summer Term 

15 April Term Begins 

26 April Westminster House Charity Day 

6 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

21 May Parents’ Evening – all years 

27 – 31 May Half Term Holiday 

6 June Cambridge House Charity Day 

3 July Year 6 Welcome Day 

9 July Focus Day 3 

10 July Focus Day 4 

11 July Focus Day 5 

19 July  St John Fisher Day/Term Ends 

 

 

Autumn Term 2013 begins 4 September 2013 (tbc) 

 

 


