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St John Fisher News 

St John Fisher, St Thomas More 
and Sacred Heart schools invite 

you to our annual 

CAROL SERVICE 
 

Tuesday 18 December 

7 pm in the School Hall 
 

Followed by tea/coffee  
and mince pies 

 
 

 

Counting Down 
We are into the Second 

Week of Advent now 

and inevitably thinking 

about Christmas and 

making preparations.  

The final week of term 

will involve the usual 

annual events – Carol 

Service, Christmas 

Liturgy, Christmas 

Dinner – and details of 

these and arrangements for the end of term will be in 

next week’s newsletter.  By which time Year 11 will 

have completed their mock exams which are 

underway as I write.  Although the weather was very 

cold over the weekend we are not yet into winter 

proper.  Please make sure you have kept safe the 

details in last week’s newsletter of the procedure in 

the event of very severe weather. 

 

Local Authority League Tables 
You will have seen in the news last week that Ofsted 

published a national league table based on the 

percentage of schools in each Authority that have 

been judged Good or Outstanding in inspections.  

Peterborough did very well, appearing 30th of 150 

Authorities.  Ofsted describes the ‘chance of attending 

a good school’ as 82% in the city as opposed to 70% 

nationally.  In the same week Pearson published a 

worldwide league table which showed the UK 

education system as the 6th best, after Finland, South 

Korea, Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore.  It is very 

pleasant to have some good education headlines for 

once and it shows that our hard work is paying off. 

 

Eid Party 
Thank you to all those who helped organise and run 

the Eid party last Friday evening. 

 

Certificates Presentation 
On Wednesday 9 January we will be presenting GCSE 

and A Level certificates for 2012.  We moved this 

event to January last year and it proved very successful 

as it was both more informal and also more 

convenient for those who have started at university.  

Students are being sent personal invitations but if you 

know of anyone who is due to collect a certificate 

please remind them of the date.  The event will start 

at  4.00 pm. 

 

Sean Hayes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairtrade 
The  next Fairtrade stall will be 

Wednesday 19 December.  This is 

held in the atrium at breaktime. 

 Students and staff can buy Fairtrade 

fruit, chocolate, sweets and cereal 

bars from 30p.  We will also be 

selling heart-shaped mirrors for £2.50 and little sequin 

gift boxes for £3.00 each, which would make excellent 

Christmas presents for family and friends!  We will 

also be selling Fairtrade teabags for staff at £2.00 for a 

pack of 100.     

 

 

New Books in the Library 

this week 
The BFG by Roald Dahl 

Spy Dog Captured by Andrew Cope  

Double Act by Jacqueline Wilson  

Ruby Redfort: Look into my Eyes by 

Lauren Child  

Horrid Henry meets the Queen by Francesca Simon  

 

 

UK Senior Mathematical Challenge 
Congratulations to Aisha Shakoor C3 in Year 12, who 

achieved a bronze certificate in the UK Senior 

Mathematical Challenge in November.  The students 

faced some quite challenging problems requiring the 

application of mathematical skills at a high level.  There 

were over 98,000 participants from schools and 

colleges across the country.            Ms Harrison 

 

Cashless Catering 
We apologise for the fault with the system this week 

which was beyond our control. 
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Advent 
We are now in the second week of the season of 

Advent and so Christmas will soon be upon us.  It is 

important that we do not let this season go past by 

looking forward to Christmas so much that we do not 

notice what God is saying to us here and now.   

During this time of Advent the Lord wants us to take 

the opportunity to become aware of how he is still 

with us.  During this part of the season we reflect 

especially on when the Lord will come again at the end 

of the world but we also try to remember that he also 

comes to us at each and every moment of our lives, if 

only we will open our eyes.   

In school there have been increased opportunities for 

prayer in the morning before the day begins and we 

will also be holding our Reconciliation service next 

week where everyone will have the opportunity to 

reflect on the state of their relationship with God and 

to consider whether there are perhaps things in our 

lives that stop us meeting God as fully as He would 

like us to.  Let’s all of us as one community use this 

time of Advent to the full, a time to refocus again on 

our true priorities and to walk once again in close 

relationship with God.         

Fr Michael Collis 

 

Next Thursday is Reconciliation in school.  All 

students will attend a service of reconciliation and 

parish priests will be available for students who wish 

to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.      

          Mrs Pereira 

 

 

Charity Skydive 
June Boyns was a member of staff here at St John 

Fisher School and 

she was also was 

one of my best 

friends.   

 

She was so brave 

during all her 

treatments and 

deteriorating illness, 

I wanted to do 

something brave 

too, to raise money 

for the hospital that 

took such great 

care of her during 

her years of illness and the last weeks of her life.  So I 

did a Tandem Skydive at Sibson Airfield on 14 

October.   

Thank you so much to everyone who sponsored me.   

Last Friday, I handed Marion from Papworth Charity, a 

cheque for £1,300.                 Lynn Stevens 

Rochester News 
The countdown to 

Christmas has begun and 

we are once again asking 

students across the whole 

school to give generously 

to Peterborough Streets’ food collection. Each year 

we encourage students to give any spare food to our 

hamper collection. We welcome any contribution 

from tinned beans to tea bags or chocolate cake, 

which are then passed on to the homeless people to 

help them to enjoy a few extra luxuries this Christmas 

and New Year. If you intend to send your child into 

school with a contribution to the hampers, please 

ensure the best before date of the product is later 

than March 2013.  

No contribution is too small, as it is more than the 

people who are receiving will have this Christmas 

without our help, so please give as little or as much as 

you can afford.      Ms Stevens, Head of Rochester House 

 

School Council Meeting 
At last week’s School Council meeting we discussed 

several areas for improvement.  We looked at the 

anti-bullying policy and school diaries which we 

decided should remain unchanged, as they cover the 

necessary information relevant to safety in school.   

One of the more recent innovations was suggested by 

sixth formers who came up with an idea of a wooden 

board containing the names of previous Head Boys 

and Head Girls, as well as the deputies.  This will be 

placed in the Dining Hall.   

We discussed the introduction of a new way of 

punishing students for chewing gum within the School 

premises.  Namely, if you are caught chewing gum, you 

will be asked to clean the tables which have the 

revolting remains of gum underneath.   

The new organisation of parents’ evening had positive 

as well as negative feedback, therefore the School 

Council suggested that the system should return to 

the original mode.  However, the appointments will 

remain in separate classrooms and key stages will have 

separate dates.  The issue of parking at the parents’ 

evening also arose, as well as the safeguarding scheme.  

We came to the conclusion that road  safety needs to 

be reinforced.  This will be done by posters, banners 

and letters emphasising the dangers.   

Lastly we discussed the ideas the sixth formers should 

lead sports clubs and more TVs should be placed 

around the school to allow quicker access to 

information.          Ewelina Strug, Head Girl 
 
 

PCSO Drop-In 

PCSO Luke Kennedy will be available to meet 

parents on Monday 10 December 

between 2.15 and 3.15. 

This is a chance for you to discuss any issues 

you or your children may have. 

 


