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Fines for Student Absence

I am hoping that the headline on this piece
caught your attention as this is very important.
| explained last term that it has been agreed across the
city that schools will start to fine parents if students
have more than ten unauthorised absences. The
intention is of course to ensure that students are in
school unless they have a good reason to be
elsewhere. Previously this only applied to students
who missed school for holidays but from this term it
covers all absences, and already several students have
unauthorised absences recorded. We will advise
parents before their child reaches ten that it is a
possibility and this should enable you to ensure that
the situation is avoided. We do not envisage having to
apply this too often.

The register is taken morning and afternoon and each
counts as a separate ‘session’ for attendance. This
means that missing a day is counted as two
unauthorised absences.  Similarly, arriving late for
school after registration has finished is recorded as an
unauthorised absence. This is not new but could now
affect how quickly a student reaches ten such
absences. The Attendance Policy can be found on the
school website within the Policies section of the ‘For
Parents and Carers’ page. This should answer any
further questions that you may have.

Chaplaincy News

This week we welcome three new priests to All Souls
parish. Father Adam Sowa is the new Parish Priest,
and he is joined by Father Damien Kramarz and Father
Waldemar Smialek. | have sent a letter of welcome
and invited them to visit the school.

Last week we had a Mass for all the staff at the start of
the new academic year and | am grateful to Father
John Minh for coming and saying this for us.
Yesterday Father Tom Walton said our weekly Mass
for the first time, and so | am also grateful to him too.
Weekly Mass will continue to be on Tuesday morning
at 8.45 in the Chapel.

Lock that bike!

A reminder to students that you should lock your bike
when leaving it in the racks. This is the only way you
can ensure that it is safe and secure. There is CCTV
coverage of the bike racks but no insurance cover so
precautions against theft are down to you.
Fortunately we rarely have an issue in this regard but
better to be safe than sorry.

Support for Year 9

| am aware that each year we do a lot of work with
students in Years || and |3 to prepare them for the
next stage of their education, and we tend to start
working with Year 10 in this respect from Easter.
This year we want to do more with Year 9 and so we
are planning a Futures Week for them from 13-17
October. This will focus on their ambitions and
aspirations and help them prepare to make subject
choices for GCSE as well as consider what they will
do after they leave school. The week will include a
meeting with parents on Thursday 16 October, so
please make a note of this date. More information will
be issued nearer the time.

Year 9 Spanish

Linked to the initiative above, we are offering students
in Year 9 the opportunity to learn Spanish, as |
explained to them in assemblies last week. We would
like to start offering Spanish at GCSE from next year
but appreciate that students will need to have studied
the language in order to make a decision about
whether or not to take it in Year 10. Mr Clark will be
teaching these lessons each Monday during Period 5
and more information about how students can join the
lessons will be issued during their French lessons.
From Christmas we will have two teachers of Spanish
and we hope to quickly increase the number of
students taking a language to GCSE and A level.
Please note that this does not affect whether or not
students choose to take French GCSE; these Spanish
lessons are optional and intended as an introduction
to the language.

Sean Hayes

Farewell

| cannot believe that | have been at St John Fisher for
120 days, time flies when you are having fun!! | could

not leave without saying a huge thank you to
everyone; staff and students, for making me feel so
welcome and making my time here such a good
experience. | have had lots of opportunities. It has
been extremely challenging at times but those of you
that know me will know | love a challenge. What has
touched me the most is how passionate the staff are
about the students, and how at times they will go
above and beyond to support the students.
| am going to miss you all. Thank you again.

Sharon Dunham, Student Social Worker

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
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World War | Centenary
2014 marks the centenary of the
start of the First World War.
Many of us are connected to the
First World War through our
own family histories. The
History department at St John
Fisher will be researching this
and if anyone has stories of family
members who fought in the First
World War, no matter how small a
shippet or a vague a name, please let
us know and we will gladly carry out the research on
your behalf. Information can either be emailed to me
via the school email address, or students can find me
in school.

Don’t forget the members of the Empire at that time
played just as big a part and so we would really love
any research on that. Thank you. Mrs Quince

‘g’ FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
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As part of this £5.3M programme, launched by the
Department for Education this year for students from
every state school in England, Mrs Quince and 2 year
10 History students will be taking part in a visit to the
Trenches at the beginning of march 2015. They will
be sharing their experiences with the rest of us on
their return but will also be leading GCSE History
students in their studies and local research of the First
World War.  The initiative is funded by the
Government, in partnership with Equity School Travel,
the British Army, the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, BBC News School Report and the
Imperial War Museum. It is designed to provide the
opportunity for one teacher and two students from
every state school to visit the battlefield sites of WWI
as just one part of a number of learning experiences
to enable students to conduct historical enquiries and
deepen their understanding of the significance of the
First World War, developing a personal connection
through interactive research and ultimately creating an
enduring legacy. Mrs Quince
More info at www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org.

Music Lessons

We currently have spaces for piano, singing, drum,
woodwind and guitar lessons. If you would like to
have additional music lessons, please visit Student
Services to collect a letter and application form.
Thank you. Mrs Hamey, Finance Office
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EAL Friday Lunchtime Film Club

Our first film is The Karate Kid with Jaden Smith

and Jackie Chan, “the most entertaining film you’ll see

all year”. Join us to watch the first part of the film,

with English subtitles. Film starts at I.15 in Room 209.
Ms Roberts

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk

Celebration of Achievement
Tuesday 30 September - 7.30 pm

This evening celebrates the success of our School in
every aspect of School life for the last academic year,
2013-2014. A large number of students have been
nominated to receive a Subject or Tutor prize and we
request that they return their reply slips to Student
Services by Wednesday 17 September.

Our Guest Speaker this year is Professor Michael
Thorne, Vice Chancellor at Anglia Ruskin University.
GCSE and A Level certificates will not be awarded at
this event but at another evening which is being
arranged for later in the year. Mr Reilly

Word of the Week

~~ Obverse ~~
The front or principal surface of anything

Key Dates for 2014-2015

Autumn Term

30 September Celebration of Achievement Evening
7 October Year 6 Open Evening

I3 — 17 October Year 9 Futures Week

22 October Fisher Arts Festival
23 October Flu Vaccinations for Year 8
24 October Staff Training Day — school closed

27 - 31 October  Half Term Holiday

I'l November Remembrance Mass

14 November Focus Day |

18 November Post 16 Options Evening

20 November Flu Vaccinations for Year 7

20 November Learning Support — Parent Drop-In
25 November Parents’ Evening — Yrs 7, 10, 12, 13
2 December Advent Reconciliation Services

19 December Term Ends

Spring Term

5 January 2015 Term Begins

7 January Certificate Evening

20 January Focus Day 2

20 January Year | | Parents' Evening

27 January Key Stage 4 Options Evening

16-20 February Half Term Holiday

23 February Staff Training Day — school closed
5 March Lent Reconciliation Services

12 March Learning Support — Parent Drop-In
17 March Parents’ Evening — Yrs |1, 12, 13
27 March Term Ends

Summer Term

13 April Term Begins

4 May Bank Holiday — school closed

7 May HPV Vaccinations

19 May Parents’ Evening — Yrs 7, 8, 9

25 - 29 May Half Term Holiday

9 June Year 10 Information Evening

18 June Learning Support — Parent Drop-In
I July Year 6 Welcome Day

7/8/9 July Focus Days 3/4/5

17 July St John Fisher Day/Term Ends
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http://www.centenarybattlefieldtours.org/
http://s249959798.websitehome.co.uk/page1/page25/page25.html

