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Learning Leaders

One of the most effective ways to be successful in life
is by developing what is commonly known as a
‘growth mindset’” “The hallmark of successful
individuals is that they love learning, they seek
challenges, they value effort, and they persist in the
face of obstacles.”(Carol Dweck, 2000). In reality this
means having an approach to learning that has no
limits. In other words nothing is fixed and everything
is possible. Developing a ‘growth mindset’ requires
determination and belief. People who have a ‘growth
mindset’ show positive learning attributes regularly;
their use has become a habit. In April last year, |
reported that according to the Sutton Trust,
Metacognition and self regulation strategies have been
recognised as being one of the most highly effective
approaches to improving learning. The other
important point to make here is that by becoming
leaders of their own learning, these people have also
become completely in charge of their own success.
The pioneering work of the Learning Habits group
over the past two years has raised awareness of the
link between positive learning habits and success. The
group has worked very hard to identify areas of
strength and weakness across school and implemented
a range of initiatives to encourage students to use
positive learning habits. The creation of the St John
Fisher 5Rs has been their legacy so far and the group
continues to drop in on classes to monitor their use
by students. The St John Fisher 5Rs were created
through consultation with the whole student body;
everybody had a say, including teachers and support
staff. This is one of the reasons they are so useful to
our students in our school. The St John Fisher 5Rs in
a nutshell bring together a range of learning and
thinking skills that encourage, develop and practise
independent learning. Building on this was the
development of ‘Learning leader status’ to further
encourage students to use positive learning habits and
to recognise where students were becoming leaders
of their own learning.

What is a Learning leader?

A Learning Leader in a subject shows independence
and leadership in learning and has a growth mindset.
They show this by regularly using the St John Fisher
5Rs. A Learning Leader is self reliant, can make
informed decisions about their learning, knows their
strengths and weaknesses, takes responsibility for
their own learning, plans and sets goals, connects
classroom learning to the ‘real world’, is motivated by
making progress in learning, reflects on the learning
process and their progress.

As a result Learning Leaders are more confident,
enjoy learning, challenge themselves, engage fully, apply
new skills, develop better time management skills,
make decisions about their own learning, take
responsibility, study more effectively and become
more successful students overall. ~ Anybody can
achieve Learning Leader status. Everything is possible.

What is learning leader status?

To achieve Learning Leader status in a subject and

retain it, a student must reach the standards below:

e Attitude to Learning - grade | (AP) in that subject

e Regularly demonstrates positive learning attributes
based on the 5Rs (at least 3 from each R)

e Attendance - over 95% in that subject

e Is punctual to lessons in that subject

e Always has equipment for lessons in that subject

e Is a positive role model to others in that subject

o Positively influences others in that subject

e Prepared to give something of themselves
including time outside of lessons to that subject

What is being a learning leader like?

‘Since becoming a Learning Leader, | have learned to be
more involved in learning and to focus more in lessons. |
know | am a better learner now, and my grades have
improved because of this. | have been able to help others
if they get stuck. | help them to understand that it’s not a
bad thing and they should now work out how to get
unstuck. When | did the questionnaire | found out that |
am very good at being reflective by learning from my
mistakes, setting targets for myself to improve from,
questioning myself and checking my work before | hand it
in. I also found out that | needed to work on taking time
to plan — so reasoning and thinking things through before |
attempt a task’. (Ciaran Kelly - Year 10)

‘l have helped students around school achieve good
learning habits to ensure success in exams and helped
make students aware of learning habits. | have been
able to see that the school has been using our ideas,
for example teachers encouraging the use of stuck
strategies in class. | found out that | was very good at
being resourceful - showing initiative and making
decisions about which resources to use and how to
work best for the task, but that | needed to work on
my reasoning skills - explaining my opinions and
thinking and planning things first.’

(Michalina Klupiec - Year 13)
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‘Being a Learning Leader has taught me to be more resilient and that | shouldn’t give up when up against an obstacle. |
have enjoyed designing leaflets and creating new ideas. The group has created a unique way of improving the school’s
ability to learn through the 5Rs and stuck strategies. As a result | have become more responsible and more confident in
myself. (Finley Allen — Year 9)

‘l have learned how to learn; my strong and weak points and how others learn. | have enjoyed doing the drop ins to
see our activities being used in the classroom — such as the 5Rs, stuck strategies, C3B4ME. Students’ learning habits
have improved since we began. | have become more responsible for my own learning and ensured my own standards
of learning have not decreased. | have been able to explain things to others, teach them about the 5Rs. | found out
that | was very good at being reflective by setting targets for myself and doing everything possible to reach those
targets, questioning myself and checking my work before | hand it in and learning from my WWW/s and EBls. | also
found out that | was good at reasoning especially taking time to plan and think through problems logically. | need to

improve my resourcefulness and show a little more initiative.’

(Callum Jones-Molyneux - Year | )

‘Since being a school Learning Leader | have become
more confident, especially as a leader and also become
more aware of my own learning habits. | now get asked
to help others, especially in Maths. | designed the ‘So
you’re stuck sheet’. We've made the 5Rs and stuck
strategies more used and known. For me it’s a chance
to help make a difference..  When | did the
questionnaire | found out that that | am good at being
resilient - especially by exploring all possibilities and
persisting - not giving up. | found out | am very good at
overcoming obstacles and staying on task. | also found
out that | am good at being reflective, especially by
learning from my mistakes so | can improve next time
but my areas for improvement are to plan before a task
more, being able to make decisions about when to work
alone and when to work with others and in choosing the
best methods for working things out - so resourcefulness
and reasoning.’ (Helena Orbell - Year 10)

‘l have learned that if | fail at
something the first time it is not
the end and it is OK to get things
wrong in order to succeed. | have
learned to be more confident in
leading a group and the 5Rs has
helped me with that.’

(Alex Wicks - Year 8)

‘l am a Learning Leader in RE,

English and Drama. | have

enjoyed doing drop ins for RE.
(Katherine Pollard — Year 9)

‘Becoming a Learning Leader has helped me realise my
best 'R. I enjoy the drop ins because you get to see
how other people and year groups are learning and |
feel that | am more aware of my learning now and | am
helping other people's learning. We have been
responsible for the 5Rs and the Learning Leader badges
in different faculties and teachers now encourage the
5Rs in class. When | did the questionnaire | found out
that my highest score was for being responsible for my
learning, especially in taking responsibility for my
homework and class work, bringing the right equipment
into school and thinking ahead and being able to work
well with others in groups and help others in class. My
lowest score was for resilience and | need to develop
this more and practise again and again in order to
succeed and not to give up. | have learned that there is
more to learning than just listening to a teacher - there
is reflection, resilience, reasoning, resourcefulness and
responsibility. (Fred Cook Year 10)

‘l have contributed my skills to the
group in that | made a hand for
one of the 5Rs and have thought of
many ideas like the Top Trumps
game which | developed after my
trip to China.’

(Archie Murfitt - Year 10)

We could go on! But there isn’t enough space to hear from all 85 of our Learning Leaders.

Congratulations to all our Learning Leaders, | am very proud of you and look forward to

our Learning Leaders trip in July!

Kate Peveiraw



Our Learning Leaders are:

/Year 7

Jordana De Paulo (Humanities)

Angelo Maniraguha (French, Humanities)
Cassandra Maniraguha (Expressive Arts, Humanities)
Chiko Manuel (Humanities)

Sami Mohammed (RE, Humanities)

Chelsea Noronha (RE)

Jakub Wojcik (Humanities)

Wanessa Zerella (French, English, Humanities, RE)
%achariah Findley (Exbressive Arts)

/Year 8

Vanessa Abankwa (Humanities)
Iwona Baranska (Expressive Arts)
Barnabas Brunner (Humanities, RE)
Nikola Detka (RE)

Mohammed Dhanji (Humanities)
Bruna Goncalves (French)
Cheyenne Guest (Science)
Bekhall Hakeem (RE)

Glenver Miranda (RE)

Stephen Noronha (RE)

Brian Passos (Humanities)

Taisha Peplowska (English, RE)
Rafael Rodrigues (Humanities)
Noor Tariq (RE)

~

erar 10

Patrick Allen (RE, English)

Faheel Banday (Maths)

Amy Barbosa (RE)

Shannon Butler (Humanities)

Karl Colaco (Humanities)

Fred Cook (Maths, School Learning Leader)
Daniela Da Costa (Maths, French)

Rianna De Paolo (RE, English)

Irina Demba (French, RE)

Loide Hamunyela (Expressive Arts)

Sohail Hayat (Expressive Arts)

Ciaran Kelly (Maths, Science, RE, English,
School Learning Leader)

Ali Moradi (Maths)

Archie Murfitt (Maths, School Learning Leader)
Marta Oliveira (Science, RE)

Helena Orbell (School Learning Leader, RE)
John Portugal (Maths)

Ismaaeel Rahmaan (Maths)

Sinead Rayner (Expressive Arts, English)
Tanisha Reedman (Humanities, Science)
Alesha Tariq (Maths)

Sercan Ustuner (Maths, French)

Zeeshan Waseem (Maths, Humanities)

Qlexander Wicks (School Learning Leader)

/Year 9

Alasdair Ager (Science, RE)

Finley Allen (Expressive Arts, RE, School Learning
Leader)

Bethen England (RE, Expressive Arts)

Shikiba Hajizadeh (Expressive Arts)

Jasmine Kelly-Gobuiwang (Expressive Arts)
Samuel Maxwell (Expressive Arts)

Katherine Pollard (RE, English, Expressive Arts)
Gilson Santos (French)

Nathan Simpson (Expressive Arts)

kAﬁfa Zaman (English, RE) /
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/Year 13 \

Markus Balogun (School Learning Leader)
Dominika Ciach (School Learning Leader, RE)
Tristan Goodfellow (School Learning Leader)
William Healy (RE)

Lisa Jones (RE)

Cwelina Strug (School Learning Leader) /

Kieran Walker (RE)

-

/Year 1

Andrew Bellars (English, Expressive Arts)
Thomas Chapman (Technology)
Emanuele Frroku (Technology)

Callum Jones-Molyneux (School Learning Leader)
Marcelina Klupiec (Expressive Arts)
Jacob Knighton (Expressive Arts)
Phoebe Kuc (Expressive Arts)

Ryan New (English, Expressive Arts)
Sophie Palmer (Expressive Arts)
Josephine Smith (Expressive Arts)

Shaun Szapajko (Expressive Arts)
Adrianna Tetnowski (Expressive Arts)
Shagufta Waseem (French)
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/Year 12

Ruby Eric (School Learning Leader)
Kaiz Hussain (Humanities)
Nidha Islam (Humanities)
Patrick Kelly (RE, Humanities)
Michalina Klupiec (School Learning Leader)
Amy Pragnell (Humanities)
Katie Smart (Humanities)
Qleksandra Tetnowski (Humanities)
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Spelling Bee
The Spelling Bee will be held in the main school
hall on Friday 20 June, during periods 2 and 3.
Year 7 students will complete -

against Year 8 and Year 9.
There will also be a mystery
spelling bee competition!!!!

Look East - again

On Monday we again had BBC Look East filming
in school, the third time this year. This time the
focus was on the work of the Safer Schools
initiative led by Cambridgeshire Constabulary.
Currently our PCSO, Jane Gibson, is delivering
lessons to Year 9 students about staying safe on
the Internet, how to use social media, and so on.
The BBC hope to broadcast this next week,
probably on Monday evening.

Sports Safety

It is very important that all students bring sun
cream, hats and water bottles and use them
whenever they are taking part in any sporting
activity. This is particularly important during the
hot weather. Thank you. Mrs Fountain

Prom Photographs

Don't forget the professional prom photographs
are available to view via the following link
http://www.myeventphoto.co.uk/event/6903/index.htm
As well as the collection in our gallery on the
school website.

Drinking Water

Water stations are situated around the school
and are available for all students to use.
However, students should remember to bring a
bottle which can be refilled throughout the day as
cups are not provided.

Word of the Week
~~ Questioning ~~

indicating or implying a question
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The Colosseum
The Vatican
Ostia Antica

Opportunity of a lifetime to visit:

First deposit due 20™ June 2014
See Miss Wilson for further details

Classics Visit to Rome

12™ - 15™ February 2015

The Forum Romanum
St Peter's Square and Basilica
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