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The Busiest Time of the Year?

I am always asked by relations and people not in
teaching when the quiet time of the year is. | always
respond that there is never a quiet time, that there is
always something happening additional to the daily
routines. Many years ago things were quieter once
the main exam season was over but | now think this is
when we have the most happening.

If we take this week as an example, we welcomed our
new Year 7 students for the day on Wednesday
ahead of their start in September. This is always an
exciting time as the next cohort of students are
introduced and they are inevitably excited about the
move to secondary school. Then yesterday we
welcomed back many of our Year || students as they
came for their Sixth Form Induction Day, together
with a few that are joining from other schools.
Impressively, we have some Year || students still
coming in to school to complete coursework and they
have been conscientious about still wearing uniform
which is very pleasing.

Last week we had a superb Summer Concert on
Thursday evening and it was good to see so many
come and support the students. We had some
stunning performances and hope to reprise some at a
celebration event for St Luke’s parish in September.
On Monday we will be hosting a Spelling Bee for
most of the city’s secondary schools and are hoping
for great things from our contestants who have been
through our own school competition recently.

Next week also sees our three Focus Days with
students involved in all-day activities on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday. For the first time this year,
the third of these is a House Focus Day, giving
students an opportunity to work together in their
mixed-age groups.

We have also had Geography Fieldwork for Year 7
and Year 10, and a Duke of Edinburgh Award
expedition last weekend. And on Monday of this
week our Anne Frank Ambassadors, who were
trained to be guides when the exhibition came to
Peterborough, received their final training session.

It is good that so much is happening and that there are
so many opportunities for students to have
experiences other than the usual daily lessons. My
thanks to everyone involved in organising these events
and to the students for their enthusiastic participation.
We will then have one final week of term left, which
will conclude with Sports Day on Thursday 17" and
St John Fisher Feast Day on Friday 18™, which is
our last day of term. Further details in next week’s
newsletter, together with arrangements for the start
of term in September.

Student Congratulations

Six of our students received certificates at the
Regional College Awards on Tuesday afternoon having
completed courses there during Key Stage 4. We
were delighted that Thomas Lynch and Rui Santos
were awarded Student of the Year for their respective
courses: many congratulations to both boys on this
splendid achievement.

Work Experience Congratulations
There were more messages of congratulations last
week for Year 12 students who had undertaken work
experience as part of their Health & Social Care
course. These experiences of real work are valuable
to students and are usually rewarding for them but it
is very pleasing when employers take the time to write
to the school afterwards to say how successful they
have been. Comments from one such letter said that
the students were “a credit to the school” and “well
mannered, kind, caring and considerate”, adding “I would
definitely have no objection in having any of St John Fisher’s
students here again to complete work experience”. Every
time that students go out of school and leave a good
impression they make it easier for those that follow
and so we all owe a word of thanks to our Year 12
students.

Holidays in Term Time

| am still receiving a number of requests each week,
most of which have to be turned down as they do not
fit the new rules. Parents will be aware that there is a
lot about this in the news at the moment, but until the
rules change again they are what they are. So please
be aware that the last day of term is Friday 18 July and
all students should attend up to and including that day.
The new penalty notices for unauthorised absences
will start to be issued from September, as | explained
in a previous newsletter. | will write about this in
detail next term.

Industrial Action

National strike action is taking place next Thursday, 10
July, involving one teaching union and two support
staff unions. Although we have members of staff in all
three unions we expect to be fully open as usual, so
the House Focus Days will go ahead as planned.

Next week’s newsletter will be the final one for
this term, Please keep it safe as it will tnelude
details about the start of term tn September,

Sean Hmdes
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Would you like to visit China?

During next week's Challenge Focus Days we will be
welcoming 25 Chinese students from the Gold Apple
School in Shanghai. Two of our students visited them
last year, joining a trip organised by Jack Hunt School.
Another trip is planned for next April and places have
been reserved for students from our school. It is
expected to cost about £1000 per student but could
be the trip of a lifetime. Students and parents who are
interested are invited to a meeting in our school next
Friday afternoon, |1 July, at 3.30pm. If you are
planning to attend please inform Mr Hayes in advance.

French Trip

We are all looking forward to our trip to Peronne
next week; even more so now that we have received
news of a great event happening when we are visiting
Arras on Thursday. We will be watching the start of
the Tour de France, an opportunity which we are
delighted about. Mme Haine

Year 12 Work Experience

Huge congratulations to the Year 12 Health and Social
Care students who have just returned from a gruelling
two week stint of work experience. Students were
able to put into practise all the skills and knowledge
they have learnt this year in settings that ranged from
nurseries to care homes and even a unit that treats
people suffering from advanced dementia.

On visiting the students it was great to see them so
involved in their work and making a positive
contribution to the people in their care. Well done to
you all for your efforts and for representing our
school in such a positive light. Mr Davis

A Night at the Movies

Last Thursday was our annual summer show. This
year’s theme was ‘A Night at the Movies’. The
audience were treated to fifteen numbers ranging
from Frozen’s Let It Go to Les Miserable’s On My Own.
The school choir provided a show stopping finale of
Can You Feel the Love Tonight from The Lion King.
The Expressive Arts Faculty would like to thank all the
students involved for their hard work and hope to see
more talent on display at the annual St John Fisher
Arts Festival in October. Mr Burgess

Green Fingers — Red House

This year’s House Focus Day, 10 July, sees Beverley
students working together to create a garden area on
the school site. We are working with Perkins to
create the space but need your help to complete the
project. So we are asking for donations from you,
unwanted garden equipment, plants, seeds, shrubs.
Can you help? The students will be creating wildlife
homes, bunting, food and of course the garden itself.
The day will finish by celebrating the garden and having
some team challenges. Due to the physical nature of
the day we are asking students to come to school in
PE kit, plus an item of red. Students should also bring
appropriate clothing for the weather! Mr | Hayes

Humanities Visits Past

As part of the Year 7 Geography curriculum, all year 7
students have this week spent a day completing a
weather investigation at Ferry Meadows. For many
students this was surprisingly their first visit to Nene
Valley Park, particularly the more remote areas such
as Bluebell Wood, Long Meadow and the Riverside
Walk. Those students attending on Friday experienced
thunder storms and torrential downpours but didn’t
let this interrupt their adventures, whilst on Monday
students sought the cover of trees for shading from
the bright sun and hot temperatures. What a
difference three days can make!

Humanities Visits Present

In order to complete the coursework requirements of
Geography GCSE and AS courses, 45 year 10 and 12
students will be leaving for a 5 day residential trip to
Snowdonia on Monday. We wish students and staff
attending, the best of weather for the visit.

A poem to explain why this visit, now in its 14" year,
is so popular with staff and past students alike.

Snowdonia by Andrew Blakemore
Behold the sweeping valleys

Where the heathered slopes do lie,
With rugged peaks that reach

Unto the ever-changing sky,

Where Snowdon stands before me now
As clouds begin to break,

Llanberis still the morning light

Now rests upon the lake.

| climb the path before me

That is strewn by rock and stone,

As the summit shrouded by the mist
Does proudly stand alone,

| pause for just a moment there

To look across the way,

As colours of September rise

To bless this holy day.

The shadows lift through darkness
As the sun begins to shine,

And valleys dressed in violet veils
Then meet the emerald pine,

Its peacefulness befalls me

As | breathe the mountain air,

And gaze with deepest awe upon
This land beyond compare.

Humanities Visits Future

As part of the Year 7 History curriculum, a visit is
leaving for Lincoln, next Tuesday 8" July. There are
still places available on this trip which gives students
the opportunity to explore Lincoln Castle, Cathedral
and the Bishops Palace. All students have been given a
letter for this visit: £14 and a parental signature will
secure a place. Dr Bottrill

Word of the Week
~~ Affect ~~

to produce an effect or change in something
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http://www.poemhunter.com/andrew-blakemore/poems/

