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St John Fisher News 

 

 

Staff Training Day 
On Monday we had our Spring Term training day.  

This time we focussed on further enhancements to 

the quality of teaching with staff completing a series of 

workshops aimed at working more closely with 

teaching assistants, supporting gifted and talented 

students and those with special needs, providing more 

appropriate support for boys, managing lesser 

behaviour issues, and using assessment data more 

effectively.  We are grateful to staff from St Thomas 

More Teaching School in Bedford for their assistance 

in delivering the training, and to our staff who led 

workshops. 

I have explained before that continuing to improve the 

quality of teaching remains a key priority. 

 

Parent Governor 
We have a vacancy for a parent governor following 

the resignation of Mr Trevor Cook.  At the full 

governing body meeting just before half term the 

governors agreed that I should now invite 

nominations.  Any parent that is interested in 

contributing to the work of the school in this way is 

asked to speak to me in the first instance and I will 

explain more about the level of commitment that is 

required.  This position is open to all parents. 

 

Term Dates 2014-15 
Governors have approved the term dates for the 

next school year.  Although it is a long time away I 

am including them in this week’s newsletter so 

parents are able to ensure that holidays are not 

planned for times when students should be at school.  

Please note that students do not attend on Training 

Days. 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2014     
Starts           Wednesday 3 September 
Half Term      27 October to 31 October 
Ends            Friday 19 December 
Training Days 1&2 September, 24 October 
   
SPRING TERM 2015 

Starts          Monday 5 January 

Half Term      16 February to 20 February 

Ends            Friday 27 March 

Training Day  23 February 

  
SUMMER TERM 2015 

Starts          Monday 13 April 
May Day       Monday 4 May 

Half Term      25 May to 29 May 

Ends            Friday 17 July 

Training Day  20 July   

 
Bugsy Malone 
This week we have been treated to a superb show of 

our students’ talents in our annual school production.  

Bugsy Malone was a unique film when it came out as it 

cast children in the adult roles in a gangster musical: 

something that sounded like a bad idea but which was 

a great hit.  It has therefore been an excellent but 

demanding show for schools to stage but our cast did 

very well indeed this week.  Very big congratulations 

to them, and thanks to all of the back stage and front 

of house support.  And thank you too to the parents 

and students that supported the production.  We 

were pleased to be able to again invite students from 

St Thomas More and Sacred Heart schools to the 

dress rehearsal on Wednesday morning: I hope that 

they enjoyed the experience and that a few have made 

a vow to one day be in a production here. 

 

Catenian Public Speaking Contest 
The Seventh Annual Public Speaking Contest for 

students in Catholic Schools takes place this coming 

Sunday afternoon.  We are taking part for the second 

year running and this time our speaker is Aleksandra 

Tetnowski, our head girl.   Parents and friends are 

invited to support her on Sunday at the Best Western 

Yew Lodge Hotel, Packington Hill, Kegworth DE74 

2DF.  The event starts at 2.00 pm for 2.30 pm and 

tickets (£4 adults £2 students) are available at the 

door.  Come along and enjoy the wit and wisdom of 

our young people.  Best of luck to Aleksandra! 

 

Sean Hayes 
 

Win a marvellous visit 
One lucky school can win an 

amazing Sport Relief visit from 

double Olympic gold medallist 

and nine time world 

champion cyclist, Victoria 

Pendleton, on Friday 21 

March 2014. It might be us!  

Not only that, one individual 

who nominates the winning school will win a year’s 

supply of Cravendale milk (52 two-litre vouchers).  

To take part in the free prize draw, visit the website 

www.lovecravendale.co.uk/sportrelief, enter the code 

SPRTRELIEF, and fill in the name of our school.  The 

more entries we have, the better our chances, so go 

on show your support.  But hurry, you’ve only got 

until 14 March 2014 to enter.                   Mrs Fountain 
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Red Day Success! 
On 12 February the school hosted Beverley House’s 

charity day.  It was the most successful charity day we 

have had since introducing the house system.  It was a 

fantastic effort by both students and staff who 

together raised over £520, with more to be counted.  

Well done to all involved, especially forms B2, B6, B8 

and B9.  These forms raised a huge amount of our final 

total with fantastic support from their tutors.  A thank 

you also to our amazing Student Support Officer, Mrs 

Hostead, who put in an incredible effort behind the 

scenes to ensure such a thriving day.   We had some 

brilliant homemade fabric hearts and brooches made 

by our very own Mrs Rawlings and Mrs Granville, 

these sold out almost immediately and generated lots 

of money for our charities. Our house charities 

remain the EducAid organisation and the special baby 

care unit in Peterborough hospital.  

Following on from such a successful day, each form 

has been given a £5 note for their Lent fundraising. 

We look forward to seeing how much each form can 

generate from this £5!       John Hayes, Head of Beverley 

 

Lent 2014 
Lent is the season in the Catholic Church’s calendar 

that precedes the joyful time of Easter.  It is a period 

of preparation where we reflect on the eventual trial 

and crucifixion of Jesus, while making a special effort 

to live out Christian values through prayer, helping the 

less fortunate and self sacrifice. 

This year Lent starts on 5th March with Ash 

Wednesday.  On this day Catholics will usually go to 

an Ash Wednesday service where the Priest will use 

ashes to mark their forehead with a cross shape, 

saying “remember you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return”.  We are reminded that our time on this earth 

is short and that it is up to us to use that time to take 

up Jesus’ wish to ‘do unto others as you would have 

done unto you’. 

At St John Fisher we are going to try and live up to 

that wish through a Lenten campaign.  All too often 

people give no thought to the pennies and coppers 

that they collect but we are asking everyone to donate 

them to us here at St John Fisher.  There will be a 

collection during form time once a week and the 

proceeds will go to charity.  So next time you receive 

one or two pence change please consider us and 

remember that every penny counts! 

Luke Turner, Chaplain 
 

History Society News 
Last half term the History Society focussed on the 

American Civil War because 2014 is the anniversary 

of when the war broke out.  During the half term we 

have created a dramatic display for our reception area, 

watched “Gone with the Wind” whilst sampling some 

Mississippi Mud Pie and discussed the importance of 

this war in light of the attitudes towards slavery. 

During this half term the Society has chosen the Life 

of William Shakespeare to study. 

Many thanks to the continued support of Mrs Stevens 

and the Humanities Faculty.                Mrs Quince 

Spelling test  word list 

fortnight commencing  3 March 2014 

Key Stage 3 
1. abroad 

2. amenity 

3. atlas 

4. authority 

5. contour 

6. country 

7. desert 

8. globe 

9. habitat 

10. national 

11. poverty 

12. situation 

13. tourist 

14. transport 

15. urban 

16. wealth 

17. weather 

18. prediction 

19. forecast 

20. systems 

Key Stage 4 
1. employment 

2. erosion 

3. estuary 

4. function 

5. infrastructure 

6. international 

7. landscape 

8. latitude 

9. longitude 

10. location 

11. relief 

12. provision 

13. regional 

14. settlement 

15. tourism 

16. transportation 

17. globalisation 

18. shortages 

19. ossification 

20. fossilisation 
 

Word of the Week 

~~ Soliloquy ~~ 
The act of talking while or as if alone 

 

Classics Visit to Aristophanes’ Clouds 

Bloomsbury Theatre, London 
On Wednesday 12 February, six A2 Classics students 

went on a much anticipated theatre visit.  As part of 

their studies in Greek and Roman comedy we had 

arranged to watch a production of a Greek play – The 

Clouds - in translation.  This was performed as part of 

the annual London Festival of Greek drama. The 

theatre was packed with school groups of eager 

Classicists and the play did not disappoint. Students 

were impressed by the modern translation which had 

removed some of the more obscure political 

references and enabled the play to be accessible to a 

wider audience. We also had the opportunity to look 

at one interpretation of how a Greek chorus might 

have worked, and were impressed by the stripped 

back production that enabled the plot and lyrics to 

come to the fore.  

All students felt that it had added another dimension 

to their understanding of Greek drama and it will 

support them in their discussion of the plays in 

forthcoming lessons.         Catherine Wilson 

 

World Book Day 
This year’s World Book Day is on Thursday 6 March.  

We will be celebrating this day with events in the 

Library such as a Book Quiz and ‘Design a Bookmark’ 

competition.  Prizes are available. 

We will also be visited by the author Sam Enthoven 

who writes fantastical action thrillers for 11-15 year 

olds.  Sam will be speaking to year 7 and 9 students 

during his day with us.  For more information on any 

of these events, or World Book Day in general, please 

visit the Library.                                      Miss Oldman  


