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Thank a Teacher Day

This is today! Each year as part of the National
Teaching Awards (see below) this one day is set aside
so that teachers can be thanked for the work they do
for their students, whether in lessons or additional to
lessons. The media and some politicians so often
seem ready to blame teachers and criticise but rarely
do they stop and thank the large number who do an

excellent job day in and day .. ..

out. So today is the day for
this and | invite our students ..m..
to actually say “Thank

You!” today to the staff who
teach and support them.
We all are made to feel
better and happier when
people recognise what we do
and this applies to those who
work in schools as much as
anyone else. We do our
best to praise students as
often as possible so today
let’s return the compliment.
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National Teaching Awards

These annual awards are made for teacher,
headteacher, new teacher, teaching assistant, and so
on. The final national awards are televised and the
finalists have been chosen from nominations that were
made in regions of the country. It has been
announced this week that one of our teaching
assistants, Mrs Siccardi, was nominated for Teaching
Assistant of the Year and we surprised her on
Wednesday by presenting her framed -certificate
during assembly. This is a great achievement and one
we are all proud of: so in line with my comments

above, Thank You, Mrs Siccardi! Please
congratulate her when you next see her.

Parents’ Evening — Years 7 and 10

A reminder that this occurs next Tuesday afternoon,
20 May, from 2.30 to 6.30pm. All other students will
be dismissed at 2pm apart from Year || students
who have a GCSE RE Exam that afternoon.

Year 10: one of the reasons we have been able to
significantly improve our exam results in recent years
has been through a comprehensive package of support
for Year || students. This starts each June and so you
will be receiving an invitation to a special evening
meeting on |1 June. Please note that this is in
addition to this parents’ evening and a repeat event.

A Great Education for All

For many months a group of headteachers from

across the country has been working on a long term

plan for education. Last week, one year before the

general election, they published their proposals,

hoping that politicians will include some or all of their

proposals in their election manifestos. It is then

hoped that the plans would not be changed every time

a minister or government is changed as the most

successful education systems in the world work in this

way very effectively. The main recommendations are

all sensible and encouraging and | thought it worth

sharing them with you. They include:

e Improvements to the professional development of
teachers taking all beyond degree level

¢ A national College of Teaching

e A simpler and coherent set of qualifications that
students would progress through over time

e A similar system in English and mathematics up to
age 18 for all students

e An improved Inspection system

¢ New performance measures which would not be
changed frequently

e For all schools to have the same freedoms

e Grants to help students move smoothly between
primary and secondary school

e A National Parent Support Strategy

¢ A National Recruitment Fund.

It will be interesting to see how the politicians

respond to these ideas over the next year.

Leavers’ Liturgies

Next Thursday afternoon Year || will gather for their
Leavers’ Liturgy which is our chance to say a formal
goodbye, ahead of their prom the following evening.
Students often like to bring a second shirt for their
friends to sign as a souvenir that day, and | am happy
for this to happen again this year, but they must have a
clean shirt to wear for the liturgy. Those sitting GCSE
Geography that morning must also be wearing an un-
signed shirt.

Year |3 will gather for their Liturgy on Friday at 11.00
and will be dismissed following the liturgy. Students
have been informed separately about when they
should attend school after half term.

Sean Hages

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
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http://www.teachingawards.com/

Exam results are available on the following dates:
AS/A2 results - Thursday 14 August
GCSE results - Thursday 21 August

Spelling Bee Revision

wlc 26 May wlc 2 June

l. questionnaire l. definite

2. queue 2. amenity

3. separate 3. divine

4. participles 4. authority

5. sincerely 5. contour

6. league 6. country

7. success 7. disappear

8. discipline 8. embarrass

9. perspective 9. environment

10. specification 10. divine

1. correspond 1. poverty

12. encourage 12. situation

13. propaganda 13. tourist

14. multimedia 14. transport
I5. actually I5. fierce

16. assessment 16. wealth

17. audience 17. furthermore
18. business 18. prediction
19. consequence 19. imaginary
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Year || Prom

This year's Prom will take place in the School Hall on
Friday 23 May. Tickets are on sale from Student
Services at a cost of £17.50 per head.

A professional photographer will be attending. The
cost on the night will be two prints for £10 (can be
different photos). After the Prom, photos will be
available online but the cost will then rise to £15 plus
postage. So remember to bring some money with
you! Ms Stevens

Word of the Week
~~ Technique ~~
a practical method, skill or art applied to a
particular task

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk

Blue Day

Friday 23 May

All the fun of the fair activities
Tin-shy, face painting, splat the rat,
Hoop shooting, lemon balance, keepy-uppies
Finals of 6 a-side football

Venue: School Field

Half Term Revision: 27 - 29 May

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
27 May 28 May 29 May
History Science — Miss Business
9am-3pm Elliot’s group 9am-12pm
Rm 106 only 9am-3pm Rm 103
Rm 307
Science (Yr 12) Maths 9am-
— Miss Elliot’s 3pm Maths
group only Rooms
9am-3pm Rm
307

Lent Fundraising

As we continue our journey through the Easter season
toward the celebration of Pentecost, it is important to
look back at the time of Lent, and remember the
period of waiting in the wilderness before the joyful
time of the risen Lord we are in now.

During the season of Lent, we at St John Fisher
undertook several fundraising events to help meet the
Lenten Pillar of almsgiving, or charity work. Students
from all four Houses took part in a range of activities
such as making and selling cakes, guessing the name of
a cuddly toy, making and selling bracelets, an open mic
event in the atrium and doing sponsored silences — a
very popular event!

Overall £491.55 was raised for our House Charities:
thank you to all of the students and staff who gave up
their time and got involved. As it says in Matthew:
“whatever you do for the least of my brothers, you do
to me also”.
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