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A Big Thank You

As we come to the end of another very successful
year for the school | would like to say a very big thank
you to everyone for your contribution. This time last
year we were a Satisfactory school and hoping for
better exam results. Well those results arrived,
Ofsted judged us to be a Good school and the
Diocese judged us to be an Outstanding school.

Since then we have continued to work hard at further
improvement and recent monitoring showed that over
90% of lessons are now Good or Outstanding. We
also anticipate another increase in exam results,
especially at GCSE, and have started to work more
closely with other schools. Our Learning Leaders are
a credit to us — and are being rewarded with a trip to
Alton Towers this week — and we have seen the first
awards of School Colours.

All of this doesn’t happen without a significant effort
from our staff and so | must record my thanks to
them at this point. On top of other work throughout
the year they have delivered some superb Focus Days
in the last week and the students have gained much
from these. The students, of course, are a key
element of this and | continue to be impressed by the
way they respond to the challenges we give them, and
visitors continue to remark positively on their attitude
and behaviour.

So to everyone a VERY BIG THANK YOU and here’s
to more of the same next year: onwards and upwards!

End of Term Arrangements

Thursday we have our Sports Day and this will be the
now annual challenge between the houses, with all
students taking part. As in previous years students
may come dressed in anything that is their house
colour. | am quite happy for them to colour their hair
and use face paint as long as it can be removed for the
following day. On Friday we will celebrate St John
Fisher Day with our end of year Liturgy followed by a
barbecue. Students will be dismissed at 2.00pm.
Any student that needs to stay in school after this
time should let their form tutor know before Friday
please.

Next Term

The new school year will
follow our usual pattern:
Students in Years 8-11,
and Year |3 return on
Thursday 4 September
at the usual time (08.40).
Years 7 & 12 will have
started the previous day.

Goodbye and Thank You

As we come to the end of another year we inevitably
have to say farewell to members of staff that are
moving on. This year they are:

Vickie Bracken, PE/ICT teacher

Shelley Brown, Teaching Assistant

Scott Dewdney, Subject Leader for Technology

Feda Haine, Head of Languages Faculty

Shabir Hemraj, Teaching Assistant

Lucy Jones, Geography teacher

Su Mitchell, Science teacher

Ronan Quilty, Subject Leader for Art

Scott Rawlinson, Teaching Assistant

Najib Sboui, Maths teacher
These people have made a significant contribution to
the school and so | would like to record my thanks, on
your behalf, and wish them all well for the future.
The end of term also sees the retirement of
Mrs Christina Tallowin, Headteacher of Sacred
Heart School: we wish her well and thank her for her
support while she has been leading that school.
Mr Gary Longman, Headteacher at The King's
School, also retires this week: he has been very
supportive, especially in the creation of joint sixth
form provision. Last term Mrs Rachael Beeson,
Headteacher of All Saints School in March, left for a
new position in the Diocese of Ely, and so we will be
welcoming three new Headteachers into our network
next term.
Bishop Alan has recently announced some changes of
clergy in the diocese and this means that we will be
saying farewell also to Fr David Paul and
Fr Michael as they both move to the Cathedral in
Norwich. We are still waiting to hear who will
replace them at All Souls.
Finally we have also said good bye to Mrs Carole
Archer who has been our School Improvement
Partner in recent years but has supported the school
generally in many ways since | came to Peterborough.
We wish her well for a long and happy retirement.

100% Attendance

This week we have our end of year Celebration
Assemblies. Among the things that we celebrate are
those students who have had 100% attendance this
year, so many congratulations to

Vanessa Abankwa, Markus Balogun, Maximus Crawford,
Gracie Dunkley-Lock, Tristan Earl, Yolanda Fiuza, Nigel
Fonseca, Ervinas Gaurilcikas, Jade Guilford, Suhaib Haider,
Loide Hamunyela, Sohail Hayat, Shanygne Horne, Evander
Jose, Jack Life, Sam Maxwell, Linda Mlambo, Jake-Michael
Neal, Maxwell Ngondi, Chelsea Noronha, Stanzy Noronha,
Brandon Nyamayevhu, Jodie Paling, John Portugal, Nicole
Portugal, Nassim Rhaiem, Nathan Simpson, Sercan
Ustuner, and Afifa Zaman.
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Student bicycles

Recently a student had her bike stolen from the cycle
racks by the student entrance. On inspection of the
bikes stored there this week | have noticed that many
are not locked up. Could | ask parents to ensure that
their child has a bike lock and is encouraged to use it.
Unfortunately there is little we can do if bikes are
stolen and parents would have to claim on their own
house insurance if this happened as there is no cover
provided by the school.

Write to your MP

Just as we come to the end of another year that has
been plagued by government decisions which have
restricted students’ routes to success at GCSE a
further announcement has been made that is greatly
regretted by the profession. This one concerns the
International GCSE, or I-GCSE, which was given much
praise by Michael Gove a few years ago because it is
much favoured by independent schools and has a
different style of question to GCSEs. As a result many
schools, including our own, have entered students for
these courses and the numbers sitting these exams
have increased hugely. It has now been announced
that these exams will not count in the performance
tables from 2017 (current Year 8) and so in effect it
means schools will be forced to drop them. This is
extremely frustrating and has resulted in a national
campaign asking people to write to their MP in
protest. | would ask that parents who would like the
I-GCSE to remain available to schools in future to
write to your MP about the matter. The MP for
Peterborough is Stewart Jackson and his contact
details are:

Stewart Jackson, MP

House of Commons, London, SWIA 0AA

stewart.jackson.mp@parliament.uk

Contact details for other MPs can be found at

www.parliament.uk.

Hair today, gone tomorrow

Phoebe Kuc, one of our Year || students, has been
growing her hair and it is now just about down to her
knees in length. She will be joining the Sixth Form in
September and has decided to have her hair cut and
donate her hair to the “little Princess Trust” who
make wigs for young girls who have lost their own hair
through illness. She is also taking this opportunity to
try and raise funds for the British Heart Foundation.
Phoebe will be coming in to school for Sports Day and
is looking to raise funds for her chosen charity. If any
parents or staff would like to make a donation you can
do so at www.justgiving.com/Phoebe-Kuc

l wish everyone an enjoyable and restful
summer and look forward to awnother
successful year in 2014-15,

Sean Hages

School Half Colours

Last year the School Council thought we should
recognise those students throughout the school who
have achieved over 250 merits, participated in 40
hours of extra curricular activities, achieved over 97%
attendance and finally supported the School ethos in
being willing to serve.
| am delighted to inform you that we have 38 worthy
winners, mainly from Year 9, who have demonstrated
throughout Key Stage 3 their commitment to school.
Congratulations to these students and we hope we
have more winners of School Half Colours next year.
Mr Reilly

Beverley

Finley Allen B4

Kamila Mohammadi B2
Samman Nawaz Bl
Maxwell Ngondi Bl
Sinan Ustuner B9

Cambridge
Baradost Ali C2
Kamila Baryla C4
Jade Chiltern C5
Bethen England C2
leva Mauricaite Cl
Shiraaz Mehmood C2
Jake-Michael Neal C4
Elvis Munyiri C9
Joseph Young C7
Kajus Zulkus C9

Rochester

Alexandra Widmann-Dardis R9
Laura Grigaliunaite R8

Linda Mlambo R4

Dominik Pulcyn R5

Iga Zlotucha R2

Westminster

Danyal Ali W2

Lino Da Silva W2

Joanna Galus W9

Ricardo Gomes W9

Suriya Gul W7

Rebekah Knighton W8

Amy Opie W8

Lukasz Siemasz-Jurkiewicz W7
Lexann Souza W4

Afifa Zaman WI

Gracie Dunkley-Lock W
Samuel Maxwell W|

Josue Ferreira W5

Filip Glapka W7

Shikiba Hajizadeh W2
Jasmine Kelly-Gobuiwang W4
Brandon Nyamayevhu W8
Nathan Simpson W2
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The Spelling Bee Competition was ...
as easy as ABC!

Monday 7 July saw the first ever senior inter-school
Spelling Bee Competition in Peterborough. Students
from seven schools: Arthur Mellows Village College,
Jack Hunt, The Voyager, City of Peterborough,
Bushfield Academy and of course St John Fisher
Catholic High School, competed for the ultimate
prize as Spelling Bee Champion.
The group competition was exceptionally tough and
after all teams showed their merit in two minute
heats, teams from Arthur Mellows and St John Fisher
School ended in a tie at 19 words each. This resulted
in a play-off in which Arthur Mellows proved to be the
strongest team. Megan Porter, Ellie Cooper, Charlie
Crouch and Sarah Hendry from Arthur Mellows
narrowly beat Matthew Jones-Molyneux, Sami
Mohammed, Glenver Miranda and Mohammed Dhaniji
from St John Fisher, who were a close second.
The individual competition also saw challenging play-
offs especially between Charlie Crouch from Arthur
Mellows and Basera Nasseri from St John Fisher
School who spelt 83 words correctly in a row.
Ultimately, the top three spellers were Daniel from
Jack Hunt in third place, Charlie Crouch from Arthur
Mellows in second place and Sayeda Mehdi from St
John Fisher Catholic High School in first place and
therefore the Spelling Bee champion on 2014.
Luke Turner said, “It was fantastic to see our students
hold their own against students from other schools in
Peterborough.”
Teachers and students alike said that they thought this
was an excellent competition to promote literacy.
Students thought it was fun and said that they wanted
to participate again next year.
Thank you to all the teachers in the English faculty
who prepared the students for the contest, and Miss
Henderson who acted as chief judge once again.
Congratulations to all our winners, we are immensely
proud of all of you! Next year, we will start off with
our spelling contests in the Spring term and we will
definitely enter a staff team in the final round again.
Start guessing who might be in the team...

Mrs Winlock

Healthy Body, Mind and Soul

The RE and Expressive Arts Focus Days explored with
Year |10 students,
what it means to have
a healthy body, mind
and soul. On Tuesday
students experienced
a labyrinth where they
moved through 12
reflections focusing on
themselves, the world
we live in and The Trinity. On Wednesday students
had a morning of team building and problem solving to
stretch their minds and an afternoon of experiencing
new sports not presently available through the
curriculum such as boxercise and rowing to develop
their bodies. Mr Burgess

Visit of Students from Gold Apple School in
Shanghai

We were delighted to welcome a group of 30 staff and
students from the Gold Apple School in Shanghai,
China to St John Fisher on Tuesday. The students are
visiting Jack Hunt School but spent the day with us,
taking part in various Focus Day activities.

Our students enjoyed meeting them and hearing a
little bit about their life in Shanghai. We look forward
to welcoming them again in the future.

St Thomas More Visit

On two occasions recently, year 2 students from
St Thomas More have visited St John Fisher during
their literacy lessons to work with some of our year 7
students. The pupils from St Thomas More brought a
reading book with them and our year 7 students led
reading circles in the Atrium. It was a great
experience and the year 2 students seemed to really
enjoy their visit and hearing about some of the books
we study here.

The year 7 students were excellent and led the
sessions extremely well by making the pupils feel
welcome and taking a keen interest in the books they
had brought with them. Sami Mohammed said “/ really
enjoyed the literacy session this morning because it helped
me interact with year 2 students and understand their
abilities and hopefully develop them.”

Overall, the reading circles were a great success and
we hope to continue to invite KS2 students to St John
Fisher in the future. Miss Green

Sacred Heart Summer Fete

On Sunday I3 July, staff and students attended the
Sacred Heart Primary School summer fete. We were
delighted to be able to represent our school at this
event and help raise some money for their nominated
worthy causes.

A big thanks to Mr Morris, Mrs Elliott and Ms Wilson
for their time and to all the students who helped
represent our school. Mr Davis

Word of the Week
~~ Foofaraw ~~

a great fuss or disturbance about something very
insignificant




Duke of Edinburgh Award News
Bronze DofE Practice Expedition
Recently our intrepid DofE Year [0 sy

Bronze participants braved the %
weather and wind and visited Rutland

Water on their practice expedition — %
this involved walking and camping for

two days.

For many in the group this was their very first walk in
open countryside and first experience of camping.
The group learnt many new skills and gained invaluable
experiences during the weekends. Skills such as how
to pace our walk, how to read maps in minute detail
and how to cook on camping stoves. One skill
involved working out how many paces we took to
cover 100 metres — we could then estimate distances
by checking our maps. We then worked out we were
walking at approximately 3 kilometres an hour — this is
an amazing speed as many of the rucksacks were as big
as some of us.

Carrying all their equipment in large rucksacks was
very hard work especially with the weather being wet
at times. They covered 12 kilometres in 5 hours on
both days. One footpath took us through a very large
field with crops higher than some of our students.
We saw hares, rabbits, tadpoles, buzzards and red
kites!

Once at the campsite they had to set up their tents
and cook their evening meal. Overnight there was
some rain and wind making for a noisy night’s sleep.
The next day we packed up, cooked breakfast and set
off for the final walk and the sun was shining! This was
a character building experience.

Not to be forgotten

e The girls thought it was very funny when Daria
fell flat on her face in the long grass, no-one
rushed to help her because they were all laughing
so much.

e Amanda fell backwards when she bent down
because her rucksack was so heavy.

e At the end of the walk, Rianna, exhausted thinking
she could not go any further flopped down on the
grass, only to get up again very quickly indeed as
she was laying on a huge ant’s nest, we all brushed
her off quickly.

Quotes of the weekend included ;
“It was the hardest thing I've ever done!”
“I really feel I've achieved something!”
“Pm being attacked by leaves!”
“I can hardly move”

All the staff were very impressed with the way the
group faced many problems throughout the weekend
but came through and dealt with each problem very
capably. They are a credit to the school and will be
enriched by this experience.

In early October the group will be officially assessed
and a different route/campsite will have to be used.
They will then have passed their Bronze expedition.
Well done to all the group.

Silver DofE Qualifying Expedition to the
Peak District
5 Sixth Form students are off this Sunday to be
assessed on their expedition skills. They will be
carrying all their food and equipment for 3 days over
very hilly terrain. Each day they will cover about |0-
2 miles. They have been getting ready by “power
walking” in the evenings. We wish them a safe
expedition.

“May the sun shine on their faces

and let the wind be behind them”

Congratulations

Congratulations go to Mrs Dunn for qualifying as our
home grown DofE assessor. She will assess our
Bronze group in October this year.

The DofE group could not exist without staff help so a
big “thank you” to our volunteer staff; Mrs Dunn and
Mrs Davey. Mr Jones, DofE Co-ordinator
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BTEC Public Services

Dr Bottrill, Miss Jones and Mrs Anderson would like
to offer their congratulations to the Year 10 and 11
students who have studied and successfully completed
their BTEC Certificates in Public Services:

Year 10 Year |1

Patrick Allen Diogo Barata
Dominika Horvathova Rasuole Dusiaviciute
Jozef Mirga Megan Hall

Laura Mustermane Bohuslav Horvath
Alzbeta Rigova Ivan Horvath
Roberta Sapisenkaite  Daniel Kurej
Elizabete Senkova Nikola Kurejova
Nicolas Tulej Thomas Lynch
Marcio Santos Sylvie Sarisska

The Year || students now have a Public Services
qualification to go with the Travel and Tourism
Certificate they attained last year. Year 10 students
will now begin an ASDAN Bronze Qualification in
PSHE as they move into Year |l. Well done to all
students in both classes. Dr Bottrill




