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National Headteachers Conference
This weekend | am attending the annual conference of
the Association of School and College Leaders with
Mr Reilly. This event will bring us up to date on
current developments in our education system and
enables us to meet other school senior leaders and
share experiences. Today we will be hearing from
the Secretary of State, Michael Gove, and the Chief
Inspector of Schools, Sir Michael Wilshaw. The few
thousand people attending the conference will have
plenty of questions for these two gentlemen and we
hope to hear some encouraging answers. On
Saturday we will hear from the Shadow Secretary of
State, Tristram Hunt, among many other speakers
from this country and abroad.

There is much to discuss and debate at the moment
with a new National Curriculum about to be
introduced and revised GCSEs currently being
developed for introduction from next summer. As
well as proposed changes to how exam results are
reported there is also a lot of debate currently about
the future direction of Ofsted.

Any key points that will be of interest to parents will
be outlined in next week’s newsletter.

Parents Evening

Thank you to those parents who
attended on Tuesday. | hope that
it was a useful event and will help
you to continue to help your child.
If you were unable to attend for
any reason and would like to speak
to one or more of your child’s
teachers please contact the school
by one of the methods at the foot
of this page and we will arrange for
the teacher(s) to phone you.

Uniform Requests

| would ask parents to help us continue to maintain
our high standards of uniform. We have recently
noticed an increase in the number of students who do
not have the correct shoes: occasionally there are
genuine and temporary reasons for this but | would
ask that you contact the school to explain these to us.
Where this does not happen we will assume that the
student is simply infringing our uniform rules and
sanction them accordingly.

Follow us on Twitter:
@sjfpeterborough

Industrial Action

Next Wednesday, 26 March, one of the teaching

unions is taking industrial action as part of their

ongoing dispute with the Secretary of State. As of

today, the effect on our school is expected to be

that we will not be able to provide lessons for

Years 7 & 8 all day, or Year 10 in the afternoon.

Therefore, for that day only: .

e There is no school for Years 7 & 8

e Year 10 students will be dismissed at the end of
period 3. Students will be able to stay for lunch if they
wish.

All other students should attend school as usual.

If the situation changes before Wednesday we will inform

parents by text message and email, and correct

arrangements for the day will appear on the school website.

Focus Day 2

Last Thursday we had the second of this year’s Focus
Days. A wide and varied range of activities was organised
and | was very impressed with the way in which the
students engaged with these. | went around the school
during the morning and found students very much ‘on
task’, enjoying what they were doing and eager to explain
the tasks to me. Their teachers put a lot of work into
planning the day, for which | am grateful, and we
welcomed several visitors to the
school during the day as well as
sending many students out on visits.
Further details on a few of the
activities appear below and overleaf.

Sean Hages

Maths Focus Day

Year |1 students focussed on Maths.
They made very effective use of the
opportunity to spend longer than a
single lesson on this core subject.
For half the day the students worked
in groups on breaking down longer exam questions,
separating them into a sequence of calculations, noting
the theory that needed to be applied, and finding the
solution. They then wrote a new question in a similar
style for other students to try.

For the remainder of the day they used Maths to solve a
series of problems of the kind Sherlock Holmes would
face, and also to tackle clues which were found on a
treasure trail on the field.

We were impressed by the way the students approached
the day and hope that it was beneficial for them.

The Maths Faculty

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
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Easter Holiday Revision Sessions

Monday 7 April 9.00 - 3.00 Year || Science Room 312
Tuesday 8 April 9.00 - 3.00 Year || Science Room 312
9.00 - 3.00 Year || French Rooms 206 and 21|
Wednesday 9 April 9.00 - 2.00 Year || PE/Sports Studies Room 109
Thursday 10 April 10.00 - 12.00 Year || RE Room 208 and 210
12.00 - 3.15 Years | 1-13 Art & Textiles Room 301
Friday || April 9.00 - 3.15 Years | 1-13 Art & Textiles Room 301
Monday 14 April 10.00 - 12.00 Year || English Room 105
Tuesday |5 April 10.00 - 2.00 Year || ICT BTEC Room 105
Wednesday |16 April 10.00 - 3.00 Year || Business Room 103
Thursday 17 April 10.0 - 3.00 Year 12 Business Room 103

Spelling test word list
fortnight commencing 17 March 2014

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4
|. abstract I. acrylic

2. charcoal 2. collage

3. colour 3. collection
4. collection 4. crosshatch
5. display 5. exhibition
6. easel 6. foreground
7. gallery 7. frieze

8. llusion 8. perspective
9. palette 9. spectrum
10. pastel 10. portrait

I'l. brief I'l. assemble
12. component 12. disassemble
13. diet 3. fabric

14. flowchart 14. fibre

15. hygiene I5. innovation
16. ingredient I6. machine
17. mineral I 7. manufacture
18. portfolio I8. nutrition
19. recipe 19. polyester
20. protein 20. technology

Year 8 Field Visit to Hunstanton

As part of the Humanities focus day on Thursday 13
March, 65 students spent the day with the Geography
department walking along the Norfolk coast from the
village of Thornham to Old Hunstanton. It was an
interesting day as the thick fog and action of winter
storms cleaning the beach of all flotsam, meant the
litter surveys and field sketches planned for the day
had to be abandoned. However, students still had a
valuable experience visiting a very isolated part of the
coast. Very few students had ever walked through
rolling fog for 7 miles along a beach with no other
humans present. A walk on a beach where they could
neither see the sea, the cliffs or the sand dunes due to
the reduced visibility of less than 30m, | believe was a
new experience for all. Dr Bottrill

Visit to France, July 2014

The final payment date for the visit to France has now
passed. Any amounts outstanding must be paid by
Friday 28 March at the latest. Thank you. Mme Haine

Humanities Focus Day: Rome

Year 8s had the opportunity on Focus Day to
experience what life might have been like in Ancient
Rome. They took part in four different workshops:
Lingua Latina, in which students learnt some basic
Latin words and used them to compose their own
story; Myths and Mosaics, in which students studied
different Classical Myths and used them as inspiration
to create mosaic art work; Roman Buildings, in which
students engaged in research about a range of famous
buildings including the Colosseum and the Circus
Maximus; and Roman Food, in which students baked
(and ate) some Roman biscuits and cake. Students
worked hard and had this to say about the day:

“I enjoyed learning Latin. It was quite similar to Portuguese
and | found I already knew some of the words.”

“Our biscuits were delicious and tasted much better than |
thought they would, even with the poppy seeds.”

“l enjoyed the mosaic session, because it gave me an
opportunity to use my creative skills when studying
History.”

The Roman buildings session was interesting because we
were expected to learn independently and use our research
skills — something different from the other sessions.”

Well done to all the students for trying new things and
showing such enthusiasm and thank you to all the staff
involved, both teachers and teaching assistants.

Miss Wilson

Library Word of the Week

Monologue
A form of dramatic entertainment spoken by
a single speaker

The under 18 boys won a football tournament held at
Nene Park last week for all schools across
Peterborough. The team was unbeaten throughout,
conceding only one goal in the process. In the
deciding game against Nene Park, Michael Baker
scored a hat trick. Other highlights included a
fantastic double save from a penalty by Sarunas
Snitkas. Well done boys. Mr Plane




