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St John Fisher News 

 

 

Staff Training Days 
In the news in recent weeks has a been a suggestion 

that schools should share with parents how they use 

the staff training days.  I am happy to do this and 

wrote in a newsletter last term about how we used 

the February training day. 

There are two more days this school year and these 

are nominally on 21 and 22 July.  Because we do not 

find it a good use of time to have training after the 

year has ended, the staff have been completing this as 

a series of evening events throughout the year.  In this 

time all teachers have worked in groups of three on 

ways of improving the quality of lessons.  Each half 

term they get together and discuss ideas and issues 

and then go away and try them out, sometimes going 

to each other’s lessons to see the ideas in action.  At 

the following meeting the outcomes are discussed. 

The remaining time has been used for appraisal review 

meetings and for individual attendance at professional 

development sessions here or at other local schools.  

A very effective programme of these runs throughout 

the year and they prove good value for money. 

One further point (which some of the politicians and 

journalists misunderstood): staff training days are in 

addition to teaching days so it is not a case of closing 

the school for staff training.  Every school must teach 

on 190 days a year but we are given the flexibility to 

choose when we have the training days.  This means 

that one school may have a training day while another 

is open for teaching, and vice versa. 
 

Bag Packing for Taizé 
The students who are going to Taizé this summer are 

now busy fundraising with a variety of activities that 

included bag-packing for customers of Waitrose last 

week.  In one session they raised over £400 which is a 

splendid achievement.  A positive side-effect of this 

work is the good publicity it provides for the school 

and there were very many positive comments from 

the shoppers.  So very well done to the students 

involved, to Miss O’Connor and Mrs Stevens for 

setting this up, and, of course, our thanks to Waitrose 

for supporting the school in this way. 
 

Unauthorised Absences 

I wrote recently about ‘truancy’, as the media calls 

unauthorised absence, but thought I should clarify why 

lateness is sometimes recorded as an absence.  The 

Department for Education says that when a student 

arrives for school after registration has ended – 9.00 

in our case – they are recorded as arriving late but the 

whole morning is counted as an unauthorised absence.  

We do not have many students that this would apply 

to but I thought I should explain how this can happen.  

 

St Oswald’s Parish Visit 
We are starting a new programme of visiting Sunday 

Masses in the parishes that our school covers.  This 

weekend we will be at all Masses in St Oswald’s parish, 

including the one at Sacred Heart School.  I will be 

speaking to the parishioners at the end of each service 

and our students will be leading the music on Sunday 

morning.  We hope that through these visits we will 

be able to further strengthen the links between home, 

school and parish; my thanks to Father Tom for 

inviting us this week.  The second visit will be to          

St Luke’s parish on the weekend of 14/15 June. 

 

Government Changes 
“A survey of just over 1,000 parents carried out by 

the National Association of Head Teachers reveals 73 

per cent believe introducing too much change too 

quickly damages their child’s education.  Schools are 

facing a range of changes in September, with a new 

national curriculum coming into force and the syllabus 

for new tougher exams being introduced into the 

classroom for the first time.” 

I picked up the above quote from a recent news story 

and it made me think that we should do more to 

explain to parents which change affects which 

students.  Essentially, the new National Curriculum 

will affect students currently in Year 8 and below and 

the new GCSEs in English and Maths will affect the 

same students when they start Year 10.  For this 

reason we will be issuing some further details for 

parents of Year 8 students after half term: you are 

very much the key cohort to first experience the 

changes, although current Year 10 students will be the 

first to take the new A levels. 

It can all be confusing for parents so we will do our 

best to keep you informed via this newsletter.  And 

there remains the possibility that it could all change 

again after the general election next year. 
 

Sean Hayes 
 

Learning Leaders 
Congratulations to the following students who have 

been nominated as Learning Leaders in RE: 
 

Year 10 Amy Barbosa B1,  Irina Demba B7 

Year 8 Barnabas Bruna W4, Glenver Miranda R7 

 Taisha  Peplowska C2 

Year 7 Wanessa Zerele  R9, Chelsea Noronha B9 

 

 

Exam results are available on the following dates: 

AS/A2 results - Thursday 14 August 

GCSE results - Thursday 21 August  
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Visit to France – July 2014 
If you are on our trip to France in July, it is essential 

that you bring your passport or identity card to school 

by Friday 16 May.  Please take to Student Services for 

photocopying.  Thank you.                   Mme Haine  

 
 

Spelling Bee Revision – w/c 12 May 
 

1.  tournament  

2.  achievement  

3.  addiction  

4.  approve  

5.  communicate  

6.  generosity  

7.  representative  

8.  discipline  

9.  discuss  

10.  dimension  

11.  emotion  

12.  encourage  

13.  vitamin  

14.  generous  

15.  involve  

16.  reference  

17.  encyclopaedia  

18.  catalogue  

19.  racism  

20.  stereotype 
 

 
 

Year 11 Prom 
This year's Prom will take place in the School Hall on 

Friday 23 May.  Tickets are on sale from Student 

Services at a cost of £17.50 per head.  Ms Stevens 

 

Years 7 & 10 Parents’ Evening 
Appointments are now being made for the Year 7 and 

10 Parents’ Evening being held on Tuesday 20 May, 

2.30 – 6.30 pm.  Appointments should be made in 

advance online.  Please refer to the letters that were 

sent home and click on the link on the school website 

to make appointments.  If you do not have access to a 

computer, please complete the Appointment Sheet 

which will be sent home next week.  Students will 

finish school at 2.00 pm on 20 May (with the 

exception of students taking an exam) so that 

we can prepare for the evening. 

 

The Annual Year 7 Science Quiz Challenge 
The first Science Quiz Challenge took place at the end 

of last term. Cambridge, Rochester, Westminster and 

Beverly were pitted against one another in a fight for 

science supremacy. The participants gave it their all 

and we would like to congratulate them: 
 

Beverley  

Jennifer Lakatosova (B6) 

Nicole Portugal (B7) 

Maddy Mason (B9) 

Chelsea Noronha (B9) 
 

Rochester 

Ali Sina Akhbary (R4) 

Wiktoria Mazur (R8) 

Jack Quinn (R8)  

Wanessa Zerella (R9) 
 

Cambridge 

Lilah Cook (C1) 

Dashannel Brown (C4) 

Sami Mohammad (C6) 

Devshi Karavadra (C8) 

 

Westminster 

Rimante Astraskaite (W2) 

Jade Paling (W3) 

Jakub Wojicik (W5) 

Rebecca Opie (W7) 

 

In the end Cambridge emerged victorious and won 80 

house points.  All those involved had a great time 

being cheered on by their houses.  Let’s hope the Year 

8 quiz will be just as successful!              Mr Mannion 

 

Word of the Week 
Respiration ~~ the act of breathing 

 

Year 9 Football 
Year 9 celebrated success once again with a 10-0 

victory over Sir Harry Smith.  This caps an outstanding 

season which resulted in the team being crowned 

league champions. I would like to thank and 

congratulate all the boys involved: their attitude and 

commitment throughout the year has been 

outstanding.  

Player of the season goes to Brandon Calderbank, 

most improved player goes to Faisal Khan and players’ 

player went to Gilson Santos.             Mr Dewdney 
 

If any Year 11 student has a PE top which is no longer 

required and you would like to donate it to the PE 

department, please see Mrs Fountain. 

 

Year 7 Humanities Field Visits – Looking 

Forward to the Summer! 
 

History 
As part of the History curriculum a visit to Lincoln 

Castle, Cathedral and Medieval Bishops Palace has been 

arranged on 8 July for students in Year 7. This will 

provide an opportunity for students to explore three of 

the region’s most prestigious buildings. 
 

 Lincoln Castle offers the opportunity for students 

to discover a site steeped in history spanning the 

centuries from 60 AD to the present day, and view 

the Magna Carta - one of the four surviving originals 

sealed by King John in 1215. 

 For almost 300 years Lincoln Cathedral was the 

tallest building in the world.  Yet, in spite of its size, 

it is filled with intricate detail.  It is place of 

pilgrimage, a place of holiness and of prayer, but 

also a place to explore. 

 In the shadow of Lincoln Cathedral, with sweeping 

views over the ancient city and the countryside 

beyond, the Medieval Bishops’ Palace was once 

among the most important buildings in the country. 

The administrative centre of the largest diocese in 

medieval England, stretching from the Humber to 

the Thames, its architecture reflected enormous 

power and wealth.  
 

Students have recently been given letters regarding this 

trip and we would appreciate the prompt return of reply 

slips so we can go ahead with more detailed planning.  
 

Geography 
As part of the Geography curriculum a field trip to Ferry 

Meadows has also been arranged for students in Year 7. 

Students will visit Ferry Meadows on either 27 or 30 

June, depending on which humanities teaching group they 

are in.  These visits will provide an opportunity for 

students to explore the eco-system of this unique and 

interesting local facility and complete a weather based 

investigation.  
 

A gentle reminder - Letters for these trips were first 

distributed in January and replacement letters have 

been given out in the last few weeks to those students 

still to return consent slips.       Dr Bottrill  


