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A Happy Anniversary
Yesterday marked the first
anniversary of the election of
Pope Francis. Only a few weeks
after the shock resignation of his
predecessor, Pope Benedict, we
welcomed the first  South
American Pope with a degree of
hope and optimism. What a
year it has been and what a
dramatic effect he has had both
on the church and on the
standing of the church around
the world.

As a school we have a role in
preparing our students for their
adult lives: they are our future
and the future of our church. It
is excellent that they have superb role model who
leads by example, especially in addressing and
responding to poverty. We pray for his health and
ministry and that it will continue to be long and
fruitful.

Focus Days

A very big thank you to everyone for the hard work
that went into yesterday’s Focus Days, and to the
students for your engagement with the activities.
These days provide valuable opportunities for students
to spend longer on topics or coursework, including
visits out of school. The three remaining days for this
year will be 8, 9 and 10 July.

Parents’ Evening: Years 8, 9 & 11-13

A reminder that this is on Tuesday of next week and
so students will be dismissed from school at 2 pm as is
now our custom. Students may wait for their parents
to arrive if they wish and are asked to go to the library
and atrium.

Parents need to have made appointments online in
advance. It will be possible to make further
appointments on arrival but please be aware that
some teachers may no longer have vacant slots by that
stage.

Unfortunately a clash of events means that a small
number of teachers will be attending an important
training event on Tuesday. Appointments have not
been made where this is the case and the teachers
concerned will contact parents by phone or email if
the parents wish: please let the Student Support
Officer know when you arrive if you would like this to
happen.

Reconciliation

We are now in the season of Lent, which Luke wrote
about in last week’s newsletter. One of the aspects
that we focus on in this period is that of forgiveness.
In particular, we pause to consider what we have said
or done that might have offended someone and how
we might make up for it. As is our custom, we will
have services of Reconciliation next Thursday morning
to allow our community to pause and reflect. It will
then be possible for students to come and speak to a
priest during the morning and to receive the
sacrament of Reconciliation if they wish.

My thanks in advance to the priests who come into
school for this and to Luke for planning the services.

Sean H’ag&s

Spelling test word list
fortnight commencing 17 March 2014

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4
I. abstract I. acrylic

2. charcoal 2. collage

3. colour 3. collection
4. collection 4. crosshatch
5. display 5. exhibition
6. easel 6. foreground
7. gallery 7. frieze

8. illusion 8. perspective
9. palette 9. spectrum
10. pastel 10. portrait

I'l. brief I'l. assemble
12. component 12. disassemble
13. diet 13. fabric

14. flowchart 14. fibre

I5. hygiene I5. innovation
16. ingredient | 6. machine
I7. mineral I7. manufacture
18. portfolio 18. nutrition
19. recipe 19. polyester
20. protein 20. technology

Library Word of the Week
~~ Diction ~~
Style of speaking or writing as dependent upon

choice of words

Learning Leaders

Congratulations to Afifa Zaman (Year 9) who has
recently been awarded Learning Leader status in
English.
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World Book Day

On Thursday 6 March, St John Fisher Catholic High
School celebrated World Book Day with a Fancy
Dress Extravaganza.

The event was arranged by the school librarian,
Miss Oldman, supported by members of the English
Faculty, in order to promote awareness of reading.
This was part of the many endeavours planned at the
school to promote literacy.

Sam Entovan, author of The Black Tattoo, Crawlers, Tim
and My name is O, delivered workshops to students
and was impressed by the quality of questions posed
by the students during the sessions. Gracie Dunkley
Lock said , ‘It was interesting to meet a real author and to
find out the steps he takes when writing a book.” Mantas
Paskevicius said, ‘He was funny and really entertaining.
| liked the fact that he read extracts from his own books.
As an aspiring writer, | want to be like him one day.’
Students and teachers alike shared in the event by
dressing up as their favourite literary characters.
It was extremely enjoyable for students to guess
which  character the
teachers were dressed
up as. The favourite
teacher costume was
that of Mr McCoy who
was dressed as a
Hunchback, and Mrs
Ahmed who was dressed
as Cruella de Ville.
Other costumes which
created a buzz was that
from members in the
Art, Design and Textiles
faculties who came dressed up as Snow White and the
Seven Dwarves - believe it or not, all seven dwarves
were present!

The SEN department was well represented by The
Queen of Hearts, Maid Marion and super heroes.
Members of the English faculty focussed on books
currently read in Year 9 and 10. Therefore the 3
witches from Macbeth as well as Curley and his wife,
characters from Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men were
present. Characters such as Mary Poppins, Red
Riding Hood and the Big Bad
Wolf, Fairy Princesses as well
as characters from Pride and
Prejudice graced the
corridors of St John Fisher
School for the day.

Egle Prismantaite, who
dressed up as Pippy Long
Stocking said, ‘Dressing up in
costumes was really fun. |
hope we can do it again next
year.” Sam Maxwell who came
dressed up as Sherlock
Holmes, said, 1 redlly enjoyed

The prizes for best student costume was won by Ira
Semjonova who dressed up as The Mad Hatter and
Luis Marques who came as Wally.

Amy Pragnell, a sixth form student said, ‘This was a fun
way to encourage students to read. It made them think
about books and characters.’

Overall, it was a very enjoyable day. The passion and
commitment of teaching and support staff to promote
reading is commendable. We are looking forward to
celebrating the event again next year. Mrs Winlock

History News

A group of Year 12 History AS students recently
studied for a day at the Institute of Education in
London. The conference was led by University
lecturers Dr Sakwa and Dr Bunce, who delivered
4 lectures on Tsarist Russia, the 1917 Revolution and
Stalin. An examiner from Edexcel held an exam-
busting workshop with examples and tips for excellent
A level essays. There was also an ‘Ask the Expert’
opportunity to pose our questions to the panel and
also a debate between Dr Sakwa and Dr Bunce in
which the audience could be involved.

The day was immensely enjoyable and helped with our
Russian History module, especially reinforcing our
forthcoming examination preparations. Mrs Quince

Children’s and Young Persons’

Disability Database

We have received information in school from the
Families Information Service. This is a free, impartial
one-stop-shop service providing information, advice
and assistance to families on all aspects of childcare,
including available funding and family life in general.
The Service is trying to encourage as many people as
possible who have a child in their care, to add that
child or young person’s name to their Disability
Database.

This is voluntary but there are benefits to be gained as
that child’s specific needs are taken into consideration
when deciding where funding can be best used.
Further information on this is available on the school

the day. | met a new author website. Ms Wilson
whose books | want to read.’
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