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Happy Easter 
We return for the summer term 

at the very start of the Easter 

season.  After the long weeks of 

Lent we begin seven weeks of 

celebration of the Resurrection.  

All of the Lenten sacrifices and 

restrictions now give way to 

feasting and sharing; chocolate 

plays a big part in this!  Easter 

Eggs not only allow us to enjoy 

the chocolate but represent the 

birth of new life; it is appropriate 

that this happens as we enjoy the 

signs of new life through the 

season of Spring. 

As I mentioned in a previous 

newsletter, this year the Easter 

weekend falls almost as late as it 

can and so we are very close to 

the start of formal exams for students, with GCSE 

Drama beginning today.  I am therefore grateful to all 

those staff and students who came into school during 

the holiday to ensure that the momentum continues.  

We will have a special assembly for Year 11 this 

coming Tuesday as they enter the final stage of their 

courses, although lessons will continue until half term, 

as they will for Sixth Form students.  

 

Mohammed Haroon Sanghar, RIP 
Last week this young man died in tragic circumstances 

in the city, aged just 18.  He had been a student at our 

school for the first part of his secondary education.  

We remembered him in prayers on Wednesday 

morning and send our condolences to his family. 
 

Mobile Phones 
Our school policy on mobiles is that we do not allow 

students to have them in school.  Officially, if they are 

seen they are confiscated and parents are asked to 

collect them.  Last term the application of the policy 

became rather lax and we had a growing number of 

complaints from students about either texts or photos 

being taken.  We have therefore decided to enforce 

the policy again properly from Monday next.  Students 

have been informed by both their form tutor and in 

assemblies this week and so there should be no 

excuses next week when this happens.  Parents’ 

cooperation with this is requested. 

 

 

Truancy Penalties 
You will be aware that the 

restrictions on absence for holidays 

during term time were tightened at 

the start of this school year, and I 

have written about them in many 

previous newsletters.  I cannot say 

that it has stopped all parents from 

taking students on holiday in term 

time but there has been an increase 

in the number of penalty notices 

issued. 

These absences are not authorised 

as being for an acceptable reason, 

and are often referred to as 

‘truancy’.  The same labels apply to 

other absences during the year that 

we do not authorise but currently 

these do not incur penalty notices. 

The Local Authority has announced 

that, from September, they intend to start issuing 

penalty notices when an individual student reaches 

ten unauthorised absences.  This will be a positive 

move in terms of reducing unauthorised absence and I 

am flagging it up now so that parents have plenty of 

notice of the change.  As students become close to 

reaching this number of unauthorised absences we will 

inform parents and together we can work to ensure 

that there are no further unnecessary absences.  We 

will also make clear on student’s reports how many 

unauthorised absences have been recorded. 
 

Academic Tutoring 
Throughout the year form tutors spend one lesson 

each fortnight interviewing individual students.  These 

conversations focus on academic issues and usually the 

student’s most recent report.  Targets are set each 

time and notes of the discussion are sent home with 

the student. 

Ms Stevens has just completed a review of the system 

and decided to make some small changes over the 

coming months.  The first of these is to let parents 

know via the newsletter which students are being 

interviewed currently: for last week and this it is Year 

11 and so parents of these students should expect to 

receive notes of their child’s meeting.  You might have 

to ask for them or even search school bags to find 

them though!  If you have any questions about this 

process please contact your child’s form tutor 
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