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St John Fisher News 

 

 

School-to-School Improvement 
Almost every week changes to the education system 

are imposed on schools, often without first asking for 

our opinion as to whether or not they are changes for 

the better.  However, the city schools are currently 

working on a proposal to support and challenge each 

other, the idea being that more effective criticism is 

likely to come from other local headteachers than 

advisors and consultants who may not know the local 

issues. 

Three secondary schools were asked to volunteer to 

trial this system and I was keen that we should be one 

of these as I see a lot of merit in the proposal.  We 

are working with Nene Park Academy and Jack Hunt 

School: we have a lot in common, including the fact 

that we have all had inspections in 2013 which judged 

us as Good schools. 

The three headteachers have now completed the first 

visit to each school and written a report which 

summarises strengths of each school and current 

issues that need to be addressed.  It is early days, but 

Mrs Kilbey, Mr Howard and myself already feel that 

this is going to be a valuable process and that it will 

bring additional benefits to each school.  I will keep 

parents aware of progress via future newsletters. 

Ofsted have been looking at school improvement 

work in the city this week and so Mrs Kilbey and I 

were invited to meet the inspectors and discuss this 

new initiative. 

 

Congratulations, Year 9 
I was delighted to hear last week that our Year 9 

students are on track to achieve better than any 

previous group of students.  This is very encouraging 

and means that, at the moment, our exam results for 

the next three years are looking strong.  It seems 

likely that we have reached the point where good and 

improving results are happening year on year and we 

are no longer just working with one year at a time. 

Further indication that this group of students have the 

right approach to their education came last Tuesday 

evening when attendance at their Options Evening 

was the highest we have ever had.  Clearly the 

students appreciate how important it is to make the 

right choices before starting their exam courses next 

September. 

But more national change is to affect this group of 

students as the government plans to introduce a 

completely new way of reporting their exam results in 

2016.  It should be a fairer system for schools but it 

seems it may be complicated for parents to follow.  

 

 

 

Ofsted would like your view 
For many years parental 

questionnaires have been part of 

the school inspection process.  

Ofsted have been trying to 

encourage parents to use their 

online system, Parent View, to 

allow parents to comment on 

their child’s school but they are finding that few 

parents are choosing to do so.  They are also finding 

that it is parents who want to complain about 

something that are more inclined to complete this 

inline questionnaire than those who are happy with 

everything.   

You will not be surprised to hear that Ofsted are 

therefore asking schools to encourage parents to log 

in and completed the questionnaire without waiting 

for an inspection.  The website may be found at 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ but it is a little 

cumbersome to use as you have to first register 

before being given access.  Nevertheless, I would urge 

you to do so, and especially if you are happy with the 

education your child is receiving at our school. 

 

Sean Hayes 
 

Westminster News 
We all know that good attendance at school results in 

good grades, great achievement and overall, enjoying 

school life and being able to contribute well.  

So congratulations to the following Westminster 

students for having 100% attendance so far this school 

year.   

W1  Gracie Dunkley Lock Zain Khan 

 Sam Maxwell  Afifa Zaman   

W2  Danyal Ali Lino Da Silva 

 Waleed Hussian  Jacob Knighton  

 Nathan Simpson  

W3  Tristan Earl  Paulina Galus 

W5  Nigel Fonseca  Kenneth Pascual  

W6  Luis Birbeck  Shanygne Horne 

 Tiago Jalo  

W7  Ryan Mouatt  Jodie Paling  

W8  Ervinas Gaurilcikas  Rebekah Knighton 

 Evelina Liugailaite  Brandon Nyamayevhu 

W9  Thomas Chapman  Zahra Mohamoud 

Keep up the good work! 

Mr Clifford 
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Katharine of Aragon Festival 
Last Friday a group of Year 7 students represented the 

school at the annual Katharine of Aragon Festival at 

Peterborough Cathedral.  It is held each year to 

commemorate the burial of Katharine and educate 

children about what life would have been like in Tudor 

England at the time.  As always it was well attended by 

a variety of local schools, the Mayor of Peterborough 

and a representative of the Spanish Embassy. 

The schools met at the museum before taking part in a 

procession to the Cathedral accompanied by a range 

of actors in costumes linked to Tudor England.  Whilst 

waiting Chiko Manuel even spoke to BBC Radio telling 

them about Katharine of Aragon. Once at the 

Cathedral a service was held to celebrate the life and 

burial of Katharine with pupils listening to a variety of 

readings and prayers as well as taking part in singing a 

variety of hymns.  A pupil from Jack Hunt read several 

of the prayers in Spanish and the Director of Creative 

Arts from The Peterborough School dressed as 

Katharine and read her final letter to Henry VIII. 

After an early lunch and a brisk walk round the 

Cathedral to keep warm the pupils took part in a 

range of activities run by the actors. These ranged 

from the life of monks to medicine, food and the 

development of the Cathedral. Several of our pupils 

were invited to take part with Lilah Cook appearing to 

be an expert in Tudor toilet habits.  Other pupils, 

including Yolanda Fiuza, played warring Lancastrians 

and some, like Charlotte Pollard, played the dastardly 

French in the Wars of the Roses.  Wiktoria Mazur 

even played the long suffering Katharine of Aragon. 

The pupils asked and answered a variety of questions 

linked to the workshops experienced. 

“Our second activity was all about food.  We found out 

that most cutlery was made out of cow horn if you were 

less fortunate. Surprisingly we learned that Tudor people 

thought fruit was unhealthy! We also learned that not all 

foods we eat like potatoes were eaten as they had only just 

been discovered in America. “  –  Chiko Manuel 

The pupils were very well behaved and were excellent 

ambassadors for the school. The Dean of the 

Cathedral commented on how excellently all pupils 

behaved and how good it was to have so many young 

people taking part in collective worship, regardless of 

age, faith and nationality. Overall it was a positive 

experience which can hopefully be repeated next year. 

Miss Wicking 
 

Year 9 Classics taster sessions 
All Year 9 students have had the opportunity to take 

part in a Classics lesson during the last couple of 

weeks, in order that they understand the content of 

the GCSE Classical Civilisation course so they can 

make fully informed KS4 option choices.  Students 

learnt about the Colosseum and gladiatorial games and 

analysed why this form of entertainment was so 

popular in Rome.  Students carried out their own 

research in groups and presented this to the rest of 

the class.  

Well done to all students and thank you to the 

teachers in the Humanities Faculty for their support. 

Ms Wilson 

Parish Youth Mass 
Pupils and staff from St John Fisher Catholic High 

School are promoting youth participation and 

involvement in the local Catholic Parish of St Peter 

and all Souls by leading this Sunday’s evening Mass in 

song and worship.   

At the recent World Youth Day, Pope Francis said to 

a crowd of over a million young people “The Church 

needs you, your enthusiasm, your creativity and the 

joy that is so characteristic of you” and called for the 

parishes, the schools, the institutions to go out into 

the community.  

It is hoped that our pupils will be a great witness to 

the fact that young people still have time for faith and 

want to be an active role in evangelism in the modern 

world.  All are welcome to join us to help make this 

event an entirely new and youth filled experience for 

the Catholic families and congregation of St Peter and 

All Souls.  

We will meet at the Church hall at 4 pm for my world 

famous home cooked Morrison’s Pizza followed by a 

music practice for the Mass.  Hope to see you there. 

            Miss O’Connor 

 

Spelling test  word list 

fortnight commencing  10 February 2014 

Key Stage 3 

1. addition 

2. angle 

3. amount 

4. average 

5. axis 

6. calculate 

7. centimetre 

8. decimal 

9. digit 

10. enough 

11. graph 

12. guess 

13. litre 

14. volume 

15. measure 

16. metre 

17.  minus 

18. multiply 

19. regular 

20. subtraction 

Key Stage 4 

1. approximately 

2. circumference 

3. co-ordinate 

4. diameter 

5. division 

6. equilateral 

7. estimate 

8. fraction 

9. horizontal 

10. isosceles 

11. multiplication 

12. parallelogram 

13. perimeter 

14. perpendicular 

15. quadrilateral 

16. rhombus 

17. rotation 

18. symmetrical 

19. triangular 

20. volume 

Word of the Week 

~~ exterminate ~~ 
To get rid of by destroying 

 

 

 

~~~ Bugsy Malone ~~~ 
26 & 27 February 2014 

£5 / £3 concessions 

Tickets available from Student Services 

  


