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A Prayer for Sierra Leone 
Our school is linked through the charity EducAid with 

schools in Sierra Leone.  Miriam Mason, from the 

charity, visits us each year to give us an update on 

their work and our students donate money to the 

charity annually.  This week we are praying for the 

people of Sierra Leone, and especially Miriam and the 

schools as they are all affected by the ebola virus 

situation.  The recent decision to ‘lock down’ the area 

is making it very difficult for us to make contact or 

receive any news of how difficult the situation is.  

Therefore our prayers are very much needed at this 

time.   

We pray that God will shine his light 

upon them, keep them safe and 

comfort them: 

If I climb the heavens, Lord,  

you are there, 

If I fly to the point of sunrise,  

your right hand holds me fast. 
 

 

Thank you from St Luke’s 
We have had a very nice letter from St Luke’s parish 

thanking the choir for singing last Friday evening as 

part of their 25th anniversary celebrations.  Bishop 

Alan presided at Mass on Saturday evening and told 

me afterwards that he is looking forward to his visit to 

the school in November. 

 

Governors News 
Governors met for their first full meeting of the year 

last week.  Paul Rossi was re-elected as Chair, and 

John Prestage as Vice-Chair, until 2016.  Father Adam 

attended the meeting as part of the process of getting 

to know his new parish. 

Governors spent most of the meeting studying this 

summer’s exam results in detail.  They congratulated 

the students on their success and thanked the staff for 

their hard work in achieving these results.  Needless 

to say, I said much about my concerns about the way 

in which results are being ‘adjusted’ after the exams 

have been finished.  The national debate continues. 

 

Welcome to Father Damian 
Father Damian said Mass for us on Tuesday morning 

and then toured the school with Luke.  We 

introduced him to some Sixth Form students and 

hope that over the coming weeks many students will 

get to meet him and make him feel welcome.  

A New Minibus! 
At the governors’ meeting last week I discussed the 

fact that our current minibus is getting quite old and 

needing a lot of repairs.  I am delighted to be able to 

tell you that the governors agreed that we could 

order a replacement and so we did so first thing the 

next morning!  We hope to take delivery in 

November.  It will be great to have a new bus which 

will be an excellent symbol of a successful school. 

 

Maths at St Thomas More 
I wrote recently of our support for other schools.  

From this week we are providing additional Maths 

teaching at St Thomas More for Year 5 students.  

Mr Adebusuyi and Mr Philpot will be teaching these 

students each Thursday afternoon and introducing 

some new techniques which we are introducing to our 

own Maths department.  We hope that this will make 

the transition to secondary school easier for these 

students when the time comes. 

 

Attendance Letter 
I wrote in the newsletter a couple of weeks ago about 

the changes to the way the local authority Attendance 

Service deals with unauthorised absence.  In particular, 

I outlined the introduction from the start of this term 

of fixed penalty notices (fines) being issued once a 

student reaches ten unauthorised absences.  This 

week we are issuing with this newsletter a letter from 

the local authority about this change and reminding 

parents of the other factors that can cause a fixed 

penalty notice to be issued.  Parents are asked to read 

this carefully as this is your official notification of the 

new system. 

 

 

Sean Hayes 
 

 

Open Evening – 6.30 for 7.00 pm 

Tuesday 7 October 

 

Open Mornings – 9.00 am 

Wednesday 8 October 

Thursday 9 October 
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Don't forget – we are researching stories of 

friends and family who fought in the First World 

War.  If you would like us to undertake research 

for you, please let us know and we will gladly 

carry out the research on your behalf.  

Information can either be emailed to me via the 

school email address, or students can find me in 

school.                                           Mrs Quince 

 

Learning Leaders 
Congratulations go to the following students 

who have been awarded Learning Leader status 

in Science:  

 

Year 8 Sami Mohammed, Wanessa Zarella 

Year 9 Nikola Detka, Cheyenne Guest 

 Taisha Peplowska 

Year 11 Patrick Allen, Karl Colaco 

 
 

Enrichment Activities 
Opposite is a list of our day-to-day enrichment 

activities.  Please encourage your child to take 

every opportunity to be involved in our rich and 

varied programme.                               Mr Reilly 
 

 

 

Ex Student – Marcello Renda -  

potentially English Middleweight 

Boxing Champion 
On Monday 22 September, Marcello Renda 

attended Westminster House assembly to 

inform students of his forthcoming English 

Middleweight Title Fight on Sunday 28 

September  Marcello, an ex-student who left 

school in 2003, gave a very inspiring talk on the 

journey he has taken in order to have a chance 

of achieving his dream, namely to be English 

Middleweight Boxing Champion.  Marcello also 

known as 'Dangerous', told the students that he 

was not the brightest student at school. 

However, he was good at boxing and he has 

overcome many set backs to get to where he is 

today.  He emphasised the need to work hard, 

have a good attitude and never to give up. 

Marcello was presented with a good luck card 

from students who attend his boxing club in 

school, as well as a cake from the Youth 

Offending team who Marcello supports by 

running boxing classes in his spare time.   

We wish Marcello the very best of luck on 

Sunday and look forward to welcoming him back 

into school as English Middleweight Boxing 

Champion!                                        Mr Reilly 
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Lunchtime     

Art & Textiles Room 304 KS4 

RE/EAL 'Create talking text book' EAL Yr 7 EAL 

Recorder Club Room 101 All  

ICT Club Room 113 All 

Homework Club Room 403/404 All 

After School     

Food Club (Wk 1 only) Room 306 KS3 

GCSE Italian Languages    

GCSE Maths Revision Maths  Yr 11/12 

Netball Club Tennis Courts All  

Rugby Club Field All  

Spanish Languages Year 9 
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Lunchtime     

Art & Textiles Room 304 KS4 

Choir Room 102 Choir 

History Society Room 106  All  

Product Design Club Room 305 KS3 

RE/Art Club 
 

All  

Science Club Room 310 Year 7 

Textiles Club (Wk 1) Room 304 KS3 

Uno Club Maths  All  

ICT Club Room 113 All 

Homework Club Room 403/404 All 

After School     

Music Theory Club Music room   

RE Revision RE   

Art & Textiles Room 304   
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Lunchtime     

Girls Sport Sports Hall All  

Art & Textiles Room 304 KS4 

Drama Club Drama St All  

Drum Club Music Practice All  

 'Le Club'  Room 204 KS3 

Science Club Room 308 Year 8 

Ukulele Club Room 101/2 All  

ICT Club Room 113 All 

Homework Club Room 403/404 All 

After School     

BTEC/GCSE Music Help Room 102 Year 11 

BTEC ICT Coursework Room 105 Year 11 

Business Room 103 Year 11    

French Homework etc Room 206 Yrs10,11,12 

GCE Maths  Room 203 Yr 12/13 

Technology & Art Art  KS4 
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Lunchtime     

Art & Textiles Room 304 KS4 

Concert band  Room 102 All  

Guitar Club Room 101 All  

Multi-Sports Club Sports Hall All  

Games Club Room 106  W'minster  

ICT Club Room 113 All 

Homework Club Room 403/404 All 

After School     

Boxercise  Sports Hall All  

BTEC Science catch up Science  Yr 11 

Football Club Astro All years 
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Lunchtime     

EAL Lunchtime Film Club EAL EAL 

Accordion Club Room 102 All  

Trampolining Club Sports Hall All  

ICT Club Room 113 
 

Homework Club Room 403/404 
 

After School 
 

  

Violin Club Room 102 All  



 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As Head of School Improvement for Peterborough City Council part of my role is to lead the 

Attendance Service.  I am writing to you to clarify the position of myself and my team 

regarding the unauthorised or persistent absence from school of children within 

Peterborough. 

To achieve our aim of raising standards in education and ensuring that all pupils can fulfil 

their potential, we must ensure that pupils attend school regularly to benefit from their 

education. Missing out on lessons leaves pupils vulnerable to falling behind. Those with poor 

attendance tend to achieve less in both primary and secondary school. 

We intend and expect that attendance levels at all schools in Peterborough should be better 

than the national average. 

The government expects: 

Schools and Local Authorities to: 

 Promote good attendance and reduce absence, including persistent absence (those 

who are absent from school for 15% or more of their lessons); 

 Ensure that every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled  

Parents to: 

 Perform their legal duty by ensuring that their children of compulsory school age who 

are registered at school attend regularly. 

In providing advice and guidance to schools I have made them aware of the contents of the 

law relating to school attendance.  In particular I have informed schools of the law relating to 

leave of absence from school which states that: 

“Head teachers should not grant leave of absence unless in exceptional circumstances. The 

application must be made in advance and the head teacher must be satisfied that there are 

exceptional circumstances which warrant the leave.” 

I must also advise you that the education-related provisions of the Anti-social Behaviour Act 

2003 apply to all parents who fall within the definition set out in section 576 of the Education 

Act 1996: 

Telephone: 
Mobile: 
E-Mail: 
 
Please ask for: 
 
 

01733 863729 
07920 160285 
gary.perkins@peterborough.gov.uk 
 
Gary Perkins 
 
 

 
 

 

      
School Improvement Team 

Attendance Service 
3rd Floor 

Bayard Place 
Broadway 

Peterborough 
PE1 1FB 

 

 
 

  



 ‘Parent’ means all natural parents, whether they are married or not; and includes any 

person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility (as defined in 

the Children Act 1989) for a child or young person;  

 Any person who, although not a natural parent, irrespective of Parental Responsibility 

has care of a child or young person. In essence, having care of a child or young 

person means that a person with whom the child lives and who looks after the child, 

irrespective of what their relationship is with the child, is considered to be a parent in 

education law. 

Sections 444A and 444B of the Education Act 1996 introduced Penalty Notices under 

Section 23 of the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003.  A Penalty Notice is an alternative to 

prosecution under Section 444 and enables parents to discharge potential liability for that 

offence by paying a penalty.  Should a Penalty Notice be issued, the charge will be £60 if 

paid within 21 days rising to £120 if paid within 28 days.  The charge is per parent, per child. 

Penalty Notices can be issued for any of the following: 

 The pupil has attendance levels of 85% or below and at least 10 sessions of 

unauthorised absence within an 8 week period (up to 2 penalty notices may be 

issued in any academic year). 

 Persistent late arrival at school after the register has closed contributing to a level of 

attendance of 85% or below; 

 Leave of absence in term time which has not been authorised by the school; 

 Not remaining within the dates agreed for any authorised leave of absence without 

reasonable justification; 

 Pupils identified in a public place whilst excluded from school (during the first five 

days of the exclusion period) without reasonable justification.  

If you believe that at any stage your child’s absence record at school may leave you liable to 

receive a Penalty Notice, it is very important that you take action immediately to secure their 

regular attendance.  Support and guidance on attendance is always available and if you 

have any questions about this, or if you need any help to achieve an improvement then 

please contact your child’s school in the first instance. 

The issuing of Penalty Notices is not something which we wish to do, but as a last resort is 

what we are prepared to do.  The Headteacher and Governing Body/Trust Board of your 

child’s school have been advised that should any of the criteria above apply, we expect them 

to request that a Penalty Notice be issued and it is then for us to decide whether or not to 

proceed. 

I hope that this letter has helped you to understand the requirements of the law, and the 

action which the Local Authority will expect to be taken should the law be broken.  I hope 

also that we can all work together to improve the attendance of pupils at Peterborough 

schools to levels of which we can be rightly proud. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Gary Perkins 

Head of School Improvement 

Peterborough City Council 


