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GCSE Results Analysis continues

During September | meet in turn with each of the
subject leaders to discuss exam results. They report
on how close the results were to targets and the
performance of various groups of students: girls/boys,
high attainers, those who attract pupil premium
funding, and so on.

On Tuesday morning all the secondary school
headteachers in the city met to discuss this year’s
results. | have already commented in the first
newsletter of this term that we were concerned that
our Maths results were not as good as expected; we
now know that this affected every school in the City
this year and, in fact, we were one of the few to have
better Maths results than last year.

That still left the question of why? The exam boards
have now released more information and it is clear that
the number of marks required for many grades had
increased over the previous year. For some
unexplained reason, the lower the grade the more
extra marks were required, with a G grade increasing
from 36 to 63, an unbelievable 75% more marks than
the 2012 paper. Schools were not given any warning
that this was going to happen and doubtless politicians
will say that it shows that the exams are being made
more rigorous but it seems very wrong to me on many
levels: not only does it mean grades are not worth the
same each year but also it is very unfair to students and
teachers who face continually moving goalposts.

There will be more discussion yet on this year’s GCSE
results but if recent years are a guide there are unlikely
to be any changes to the results that have been issued.
Fortunately we compare very favourably with other
schools this year so that is some consolation for the
school but of little help to students who missed out on
expected grades.

An impressive start

Several members of staff have commented to me about
the impressive start that Year 7 have made to their
new school. The students are arriving ready and eager
to learn and are very punctual and smart. This is what |
like to hear! Well done, and keep it up.

Year 12 have also made a superb start to their new
A level courses and it is clear that the stronger GCSE
results of the last two years are evident in the more
able group of students. Another consequence of these
is that we have the largest sixth form we have had for
many years. As part of our work this year on Raising
Aspirations we will be asking younger students to think
ahead to when they are that age and start planning now
so they make the right decisions. More about this
during the year.

Congratulations to St Luke’s Parish

This weekend is the Silver Jubilee of the founding of St
Luke’s parish. Over the last 25 years the parish has
been part of the Peterborough Catholic community and
many students have come to us from the parish. The
celebrations begin today and include performances by
our students in the church hall this evening.
Tomorrow evening Bishop Alan will preside at the 6.00
pm Mass, and Mgr Paul Hypher will preside at the 11.00
Mass on Sunday. My thanks to the students who are
singing this evening and to Mrs Williams for
rehearsing and accompanying them.

Further congratulations are due to parish priest Father
John Minh on his appointment as Dean, which was
announced by Bishop Alan last week.

Looking Ahead

It is already time to be planning for next September.
This week | started visiting primary schools to speak to
Year 6 students and invite them to our Open Evening.
This is on Tuesday 7 October and, as in previous
years, students will be dismissed at 2.00 pm that
afternoon so we can prepare the school. Many
students will be returning for the evening to help
promote the school: letters are being sent home to
parents of students who have volunteered to help so
parents are asked to look out for these as they contain
important information. If any more students would like
to help, please speak to your teachers.

We have placed an advert in this week’s Peterborough
Telegraph and have a superb new prospectus which is
being delivered to primary schools, but spreading the
date of the Open Evening by word of mouth would be
very welcome.

Sean Hages
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Don't forget - the History department is
researching stories of friends and family who fought in
the First World War. No matter how small a snippet
or a vague a name, please let us know and we will
gladly carry out the research on your behalf.
Information can either be emailed to me via the school

email address, or students can find me in school.
Mrs Quince

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
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Academic Tutoring 2014-15

All form Tutors have now started Academic Tutoring
meetings, which are an opportunity to meet one to one
with members of their form to discuss how they are
getting on in all subjects and set
SMART targets for making the most
out of their school life.

By now, students in Year 7 will
have met with their tutors and
written this term's targets on the
tracker in their diary. Please have a
look at this target and consider how you as
a parent can encourage your child to achieve their
personal goals. Students in Year 10 will be meeting
their tutors between 22 September and 3 October to
discuss how they have settled in Key stage 4. Year |1
will see their tutors between 6 and |7 October to
discuss their API. Ms Stevens

Academic
Tutoring
this week

Year 10

EAL Friday Lunchtime Film Club

The film this week is The Karate Kid, the original and
most popular version of the series, with Ralph
Macchio and Noriyuki Morita. Join us to watch the
film, with English subtitles. The film starts at .15 in
Room 209. Ms Roberts

PE extra curricular

This term sees the start of our partnership with the
England RFU who are providing us with equipment and
expert coaching. Students will reap the rewards of this
partnership in lessons, but can also explore the game
after school on a Monday. This is open to girls and
boys, no experience necessary. Our very own Mr
Plane, along with a small group of students, has
designed our new school rugby kit; you could be the
first to wear it!

Also on a Monday after school we are offering the
chance to train with the netball team, with many
fixtures in the diary for this term already. The much
loved Boxercise class is still running this year, but has
moved to a Thursday after school. Also on a Thursday
is the chance for our female students to be coached by
the Peterborough United FC coaching staff. Football is
also available to the boys on a Thursday and will be
coached by a football Guru,  Mr Plane.

A reminder to all students that attendance to these
clubs will go towards gaining your school colours.

We look forward to seeing you there! Mr Hayes

Forthcoming Events

Tuesday 30 September: 7.00 — 9.30 pm
Celebration of Achievement

Tuesday 7 October: ~ 7.00 — 9.30 pm
Open Evening

Maths News
The Mathematics Faculty offers additional teaching
every week during Period 5 for all Year |1, 12 and 13

students. This takes place in the Faculty from 3.15 to
4.15, on a Monday for KS4 and on a Wednesday for
KS5. Period 5 forms an important part of Maths
education and as a result all students are expected to
attend. Drinks and biscuits are provided.

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals
Funding

We currently have 282 Pupil Premium students at
St John Fisher school: this represents 41% of the total
student population. Pupil Premium funding is paid by
the Government to assist in the academic development
of your child. Additionally, the funding contributes
£2.25 on a daily basis for your child to spend on food in
the canteen, this equates to over £400 per school year.
It is really easy to claim this funding and requires the
completion of one simple form. Please visit our
website and click on the 'For Parents and Carers' tab
at the top of the page and then click on 'Free School
Meals' on the left had tab. Eligibility criteria are listed
and you can download the application form there.
Please return your completed forms to Student
Services. If you have any questions please don’t
hesitate to contact your Student Support Officer who
will be very happy to help. Mr Van Lier

My Duke of Edinburgh Experience

Last weekend Karl Colago, Zeeshan Waseem,
Shanygne Horne, Sinead Rayner, Daria Raczkowska,
Amanda D’Cruz and | went on our Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh expedition. We went to Lincolnshire and we
camped at Low Farm touring & camping park. On the
first day we walked approximately |2km from the drop
off point to the camp site in Folkingham. The group,
which we later named sweet‘’n’sour (due to our
frequent ups and downs), was persistent throughout
and we continually helped to pull each other through
the tough times. The phrase that helped me the most
was something that Daria said, “T.E.A.M- Together
Everyone Achieves More” - this helped me many times
to pull through and finish the expedition.

On reaching the end of the expedition and realising
that all the effort, sweat and occasional moaning was
over, a sense of accomplishment took over. Just seeing
the yellow bus in the distance gave us all the drive to
carry on. As the group reached the bus the assessor
told us that we had all passed the expedition. We
dropped our bags and celebrated and | feel this
experience has brought us closer as a group.

The best part of this experience is learning new skills
such as map reading and route planning but also the
sense of a strengthening bond within the group. Doing
Duke of Edinburgh has been an experience that |
wouldn’t want to have missed because it has taught me
things about myself that | wouldn’t have found out on
my own, and being with the team that | had was even
better. | couldn’t have asked for better people to go
with! Rianna De Paolo




