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St John Fisher News 

 

 

An Education Anniversary 
Much is being made at the moment of the fact that 

this summer will be the centenary of the start of the 

First World War.  Another significant anniversary is 

less likely to gain widespread coverage: 2014 marks 

the seventieth anniversary of the 1944 Education Act.  

This was the legislation that was intended to 

guarantee a free education to every child.  It was 

brought in despite the Second World War being in 

progress. 

This act separated schools into primary and 

secondary, with the latter being split into secondary 

modern, grammar and technical schools.  The school 

leaving age was raised from 14 to 15 with an intention 

to raise it to 16 as soon as possible. 

The reality was quite different to what was promised 

in the Act: the leaving age didn’t increase to 16 until 

1972 and a common exam for all (the GCSE) didn’t 

arrive until 1988.  Of greater disappointment was the 

fact that the technical schools were few and far 

between and the secondary modern and grammar 

schools did not receive equal resources and support.  

Comprehensive schools were intended to correct 

this but were another policy that was never fully 

implemented, with further recent complications 

added by the introduction of academies and free 

schools. 

It seems a strange comment to make now, but an 

intention to pay male and female teachers the same 

salary was dismissed in 1944 as too expensive and it 

was not until the end of 1975 that all teachers were 

paid the same! 

So much has changed since the 1944 Education Act 

but its basic intentions remain at the heart of our 

education system.  

 

Farewell Father Tony 
This month we say farewell to Father Tony Philpot as 

he leaves Peterborough to move to London.  Father 

Tony has been an asset to the school since he has 

been in the city, mainly due to his ability to speak 

Portuguese, which has meant we have been able to 

have Reconciliation and occasionally a Mass in that 

language. 

We have sent Father Tony a card with our best 

wishes with a message inside which Rui Santos wrote 

on behalf of the Portuguese students. 
 

Adeus e boa sorte, o Padre Tony 

 

 
 

 

 

2013 Performance Tables 
This week sees the publication of performance tables 

based on last summer’s exam results.  We are not 

expecting to see any change to the figures we 

announced last term but if there are any additional 

comments that I think parents should be aware of I 

will include them in next week’s newsletter. 

The government only intends to publish tables in this 

format for two more years, albeit with further tweaks 

each year: for example, next year’s tables will only 

record the first time each student takes an exam in a 

subject and not the final grade achieved. 

From 2016 – current Year 9 – completely different 

tables are proposed based on progress in eight 

subjects.  The final version of these is due to be 

known next month but the way they are worked out 

is already quite complicated.  Once the details are 

confirmed we will share them with parents: it will be 

interesting to hear whether or not you find them 

easier to understand.   

 

Car Park 
Parents are asked to drive carefully and safely in the 

school car park.  We have had some complaints 

recently about cars moving faster than is safe with 

pedestrians about.  Please allow for the fact that 

students and adults may be walking in the car park: 

those that are walking are asked not to make short 

cuts across the car park but to use the footpaths 

around the edge.  If both of these rules are observed 

we should avoid any accidents. 

 

Sean Hayes 

 
Cultural Evening 
On Wednesday evening, members of the English, 

Technology and Expressive Arts Faculties came 

together to host an evening of culture at St John 

Fisher.  The evening saw the launch of the first John 

Fisher Journal, which is a newspaper created and 

edited by student journalists.  The unveiling of the 

newspaper was coupled with work displayed by art 

and textiles students, as well as performances from 

drama and music students.  It was a fantastic evening, 

which was enjoyed by staff, students and parents who 

visited.  Well done to all involved and a particular 

thank you to Miss Meagher who co-ordinated the 

event.                                   Mr Sargeant 
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Christian Unity Week 
The theme of this year’s Christian Unity Week was 

‘Is Christ divided?’, a passage taken from                       

1 Corinthians 1:13. 

When you look at the number of Christian 

denominations in the world, some of whom disagree 

on certain teachings, it is easy to see why people may 

talk of a church divided.  The Churches of Canada, 

tasked with writing this year’s resources, decided to 

tackle this line of thinking head on.  

The Churches of Canada have a strong history of co-

operation and mutual support. Their history includes 

examples of working together, shared ministries and 

even shared buildings.  Through their example it is 

hoped that people may see that while we may not be 

united in name, all Christian Churches are united in 

their mission of spreading the message of Christ’s 

love to all. 

Is Christ divided? I would answer NO, we all follow 

Jesus’ commandments to love God with all our hearts 

and to love our neighbour as ourselves; Christian 

Unity Week is a chance to realise that as Christians 

we share more similarities than differences and that 

this week is an opportunity for us to grow closer as 

churches. 

We continue to ask God to journey with us and help 

us remember that “where 2 or 3 are gathered in his 

name, there he will be also” (Matthew 18:20) 

Luke Turner, Chaplain 
 

Year 11 Mock Results Day 2014 
On Tuesday 14 January, Year 11 students received 

their mock exam results.  This was a very realistic 

experience  of what it will be like collecting our 

GCSE results in August.  Students displayed different 

emotions: some were pleased whereas others 

thought they could have done better.  However, on 

the whole “results were better than last year”, as 

stated by Mr Sargeant. 

After receiving our results, Mr Sargeant spoke to us 

and helped us realise that we only have a limited 

amount of time and we need to start now in order to 

achieve to our maximum ability. 

The aim of the Mock Results Day was to help us 

progress and to explore further options with regards 

to education.  We also heard from current sixth form 

students about how great life is in the sixth form. 

We engaged in employment activities which required 

thinking and a lot of team work.   

The day ended with a session from a company called 

‘Positively Mad’.  This helped us understand that 

there is more than one way to view things.   

The whole day was extremely successful.  I would like 

to thank Mr Sargeant and military commander         

Mr Van Lier for organising such an experience.  

                              Irfan Sultani W6-WG 
 

Pre Public Exams      
25 February – 4 March 

Year 11/12/13 for all subjects 
How are you preparing? 

 

Holocaust Memorial Week:  27 – 31 January 

“...on the following day the Jews would be leaving.  All the 

Jews, without exception.  Even the children, even the old, 

even the ill. Our destination?  Nobody knew.” 

Primo Levi, Holocaust survivor and author 
 

The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Week 

is ‘Journeys’.  The experience of those affected by the 

Holocaust and genocide is characterised by forced 

journeys.  Many of these journeys ended in death.  

Some journeys ended in survival: when those 

persecuted made journeys to escape, some in 

disguise, some into hiding.  There are journeys too, 

made after liberation: to life in new countries, or 

returning home to the places where neighbours may 

have contributed to the persecution. 

Just days after his election Pope Francis wrote to the 

Chief Rabbi of Rome, saying  ‘I sincerely hope that I can 

contribute to the progress there has been in relations 

between Jews and Catholics since the Second Vatican 

Council in a spirit of renewed collaboration.’ By 

commemorating Holocaust Memorial Week we 

follow in Pope Francis’ footsteps, honouring the 

survivors of these regimes of hatred and challenging 

ourselves to use the lessons of their experience to 

inform our lives today. 

This is a time when we seek to learn the lessons of 

the past and recognise that genocide does not just 

take place on its own, it’s a steady process which can 

begin if discrimination, racism and hatred are not 

checked and prevented.  We’re fortunate here in the 

UK; we are not at risk of genocide.  However, 

discrimination has not ended, nor has the use of the 

language of hatred or exclusion.  There is still much 

to do to create a safer future and Holocaust 

Memorial Week is an opportunity to start this 

process.   
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Key Stage 3 

1. alphabet 

2. author 

3. article 

4. author 

5. content 

6. editor 

7. extract 

8. fantasy 

9. genre 

10. glossary 

11. index 

12. library 

13. librarian 

14. magazine 

15. non-fiction 

16. novel 

17. publisher 

18. romance 

19. horror 

20. series 

Key Stage 4 

1. alphabetical 

2. anthology 

3. catalogue 

4. classification 

5. copyright 

6. dictionary 

7. encyclopaedia 

8. irrelevant 

9. irrelevance 

10. photocopy 

11. photography 

12. photograph 

13. relevance 

14. system 

15. thesaurus 

16. climax 

17. complication 

18. introduction 

19. fictional- trigger 

20. narrative 

Word of the Week 

~~ Cornucopia ~~ 
An abundant, overflowing supply 


