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St Luke’s Parish

Last weekend the school was represented at the
Masses in St Luke’s Parish following an invitation from
Father John Minh. Students led the music and gave the
readings, and | was able to speak to the congregation
about the school. It was the second of a series of
parish visits that we are doing with a view to
strengthening the links between the school and parish.
My thanks to all the students and staff that were part
of this.

Focus on Year 8

Last week we had a special information evening for
Year 10 as they start their final year before GCSEs,
although already there are only Il months left. The
next group of students for which we will be doing
something extra is Year 8 as many of the changes
planned by the government are going to affect this
group of students first. Rather than drip-feed these
over time we would like to put all of the information
together and present it to you in one go.
Unfortunately it is coming to us bit by bit and so
choosing the right time to do this is proving difficult; at
the moment | think it will be early next term.

One of the most significant changes for these students
will be the “new GCSE” exams that you will be sitting
in 2017. It does sound a very long way off but in fact
is only ‘next year’ in education terms before your new
courses start. You will only be doing these exams in
English and Maths but will not have any choice about
it, and neither will we. Some more information was
issued over half term and we now know that you will
be spending much longer in the exam hall than
students do now: for Maths you will have three exams
of 172 hours and English and English Literature — you
are expected to do both — will each have two 2 hour
exams. This is a rather daunting 122 hours just for
these two subjects. But we have plenty of time to
prepare students and you will not have known
anything else by the time the exams come round.
Obviously these changes will affect Year 7 too, and in
fact more subjects will be on the “new GCSEs” when
you take the exams in 2018, but we need to work
with Year 8 first. And it has been known for things to
change in education so nothing is a certainty any more.

The end of Exams

..for this year! The final exam was today. Thank you
to our examinations staff for the smooth running of
the exam season and to the staff who supported our
students in preparing for them. We now need to wait
for the results in August...

Rugby Football Union ?
The RFU is the governing Body t

of Rugby in England. They are L@
spending a significant sum of

money working with schools
across the country to promote
rugby and establish it as a major

®
sport in certain schools. The
programme is now coming to RF u
Peterborough and we are one of

the schools that have been selected to be involved.
The RFU will work with us for three years from
September,  organising  training, teams  and
competitions with other schools. To launch this work
they will be here next Wednesday lunchtime with a
display and competition on the field. All students are
invited to come and find out more about this exciting
opportunity, which will not be restricted to boys!
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Two students raise £500 for charity
Congratulations to Year 10 students Sercan Ustuner
and Zeeshan Waseem who have been nominated for
the Linx Young People of the Year Award, or the
‘YOPEYs’ — Oscars for young. The boys joined forces
to buy and sell cookies, cakes and doughnuts to raise
money for children deprived of education and water.
The lads made £500 in a three-week period and hope
to do the same again next year.

Gap Year Opportunity

Through our link with The Gold Apple School in
Shanghai, via Jack Hunt School, an opportunity has
arisen for a current Year |2 student to spend a gap
year in China from next summer. Any interested
student is asked to give their name to Miss Ahmed in
the first instance and | will arrange to meet them and
tell them more about this exciting possibility.

Summer Concert

Next Thursday we have our annual concert. Please
come and support the students who have spent a lot
of time preparing and rehearsing for this now
traditional event in our calendar. Last year’s was
extremely successful and we are looking to do even
better this year.

Sean Hages
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Sports News
On Monday, the students below competed in the
County Rounders Tournament for the first time.

The Year 7 girls came 3™ out of || schools
The Year 8 girls came joint 6™ out of 10 schools

This is a fantastic achievement! My congratulations go

to them all. Mrs Fountain
Year 7 Year 8

Lilah Cook Rasa Briede

Shannan Downie Nikola Detka

Yolanda Fiuza Aisha Faisal

Fariba Hajizadeh Bruna Goncalves

Evelina Liugailaite Tammy Khan

Cassie Maniraguha
Maddy Mason
Zayra Pinto
Nicole Portugal

Neringa Kolesnikovaite
Taisha Peplowska
Sandra Raczkowska
Yasoda Thapa

Classics Visit to Rome
12™ - 15™ February 2015

Opportunity of a lifetime to visit:

The Colosseum

The Forum Romanum

The Vatican

St Peter's Square and Basilica
Ostia Antica
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See Miss Wilson for further details
~~ STILL A FEW PLACES AVAILABLE ~~

Safeguarding Update

In April 2014 the Government updated its policy on
"Keeping Children Safe in Education". In light of this,
the Peterborough Safeguarding Children's Board
updated its Safeguarding Policy which means that we
have amended our Safeguarding Policy, which is now
available for parents to download on the school
website.

The Safeguarding Policy clearly identifies the
Designated Safeguarding Officers in school who are
Mrs D'Ambrosio, Mrs Hostead, Mrs Patel, Mrs Reid,
Mr Reilly and Ms Wilson. The Designated
Safeguarding Governor is Mr Denis White who
regularly visits the school to monitor safeguarding
procedures in school.

All staff receive safeguarding training on reporting and
recording child protection incidents, and the
Governors annually review the Safeguarding Policy and
receive an annual report on Safeguarding in School.

If you have any questions regarding safeguarding,
please contact Mr Reilly at school or go to the
Peterborough Safeguarding Children Board website at
www.peterboroughlscb.org.uk.

Word of the Week
~~ Ambiguity ~~

Doubtfulness or uncertainty of meaning or intention

Cambridge News

Cambridge tutors and Mrs Helcoop have been
working really hard recently preparing for their first
House focus day. This will take place on [0 July.
Without revealing too much and spoiling the fun for
the staff and the students, we have prepared a series
of “Crystal Maze” type activities for our students.
Our focus for the day will be on developing leadership,
teamwork, communication and decision making skills.
Each tutor group will form a team and each team
member will be expected to lead a challenge at some
stage during the day. Some of the challenges are titled
Magic Valley, Power Crystal, The Crate Escape and
Encrypted Message. Students will be assessed in their
ability to complete each challenge within the time
limit. Points will be given for successfully completing
each task, but points can also be lost! Mrs Helcoop
will be monitoring the progress of each tutor group
throughout the day and will announce the winners in a
House assembly at the end of the day. The winners
will be presented with the Cambridge Focus Day
trophy. This week students have decided on the type
of trophy that they would like to receive as a reward.
The whole day promises to be both challenging and a
lot of fun!

Focus Day Visits

Places are still available on these Focus Day visits:

Tuesday 8 July
Yr 9 - Sandringham

Tuesday 8 July
Yr 7 - Lincoln

Thursday 10 July
Rochester House —
West Midlands Safari Park

Please return the reply slips as soon as possible to
Student Services

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
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