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St John Fisher News 

 

Welcome 
I would like to begin the first newsletter of the new 

school year by welcoming everyone back and hoping 

that you all had a restful and peaceful summer. 

The first words of welcome are for our new students, 

and especially Year 7.  You have chosen a school that 

is very definitely doing very well now and with 

ambition to continue to improve.  We have some 

exciting new initiatives to offer students this year 

which I will explain about in this weekly newsletter. 

This term we welcome eight new teachers to the 

school: 

Laura White Maths 

Hayley Young Maths 

Richard Wallace ICT & Business 

Zahid Akbar ICT 

Jane Bartle Food Technology 

Rachel Butter Design Technology (Subject Leader) 

Vincent Vandenhove - French and English  

John Dzekezeke - Science. 

They will be joined in January by Isabelle Rodriguez as 

Subject Leader for Languages.  We also welcome 

Seyyed Naqvi to the Art department for the next few 

weeks while Mrs Rawlings recovers from an 

operation. 

Over the summer Cambridgeshire Constabulary have 

reallocated PCSOs to the schools they work with.  

This means that we have said farewell to Jane Gibson 

and this week welcome PCSO Wini Hothi. 

All of these appointments bring a fresh input to the 

work of the school.  I hope that they will enjoy 

working with us and that together we will continue to 

make a difference. 

 

School Cup and Sports Day Winners 
Congratulations to Beverley 

House on winning the School 

Cup for the second year 

running.  It was a close thing but 

an excellent achievement.  Since 

we started this annual 

competition four years ago, 

Westminster have won twice 

and Beverley twice.  Will it be 

one of the other houses this 

year or a hat-trick for Beverley?  

The competition has started 

already!  May the best house 

win.  
Congratulations are also due to Beverley for winning 

the Sports Day cup, which was a big help in winning 

the School Cup.  Very well done to all the students 

and staff. 

Supporting other schools 
Since we achieved our Good judgement from Ofsted 

almost a year ago, we have been looking for 

opportunities to support other schools.  This is 

becoming quite common as our education system 

becomes one largely based on mutual support, with 

Good and Outstanding schools playing a leading role.  

As a result, I have been appointed Executive 

Headteacher of St Alban's Catholic High School in 

Ipswich.  This is another of our diocesan schools, and 

the one in which I was Deputy head before coming to 

Peterborough.  It is a Good school too, but has been 

unable to appoint a Catholic headteacher.  The plan is 

for me to spend approximately one day a month there 

with a newly-appointed School Principal leading the 

school on a day to day basis.  This is a significant move 

forward for our school as it means governors and the 

diocese have recognised that we are now in a strong 

enough position to be able to offer this support. 

We will also now be supporting three local schools as 

three members of the senior leadership team have 

been appointed as governors: Deputy Head Tom 

Reilly at St Thomas More, Assistant Head Kate Pereira 

at Sacred Heart, and Assistant Head Lee Sargeant at 

Nenegate School. 

 

Exam Results 
An outline of our students’ achievements this summer 

appears overleaf. 

 

Newsletter 
This newsletter is our main channel of communication 

with home.  It is issued each Friday: students are asked 

to write their name on their copy and to make sure it 

reaches their parents.  It is always accessible on our 

website as are back copies. 

We do send brief messages and reminders by text and 

email but these will only reach parents if we have your 

correct details.  If these change please ensure that you 

let us know. 

 

Dates for 2014-15 
A full list of dates for this 

school year will be included 

in next week’s newsletter, 

but please note the 

following.  There is a staff 

training day on Friday 24 

October which means that 

students will be absent for 

six days for the half term break.  Term ends on Friday 

19 December, and we return on Monday 5 January: 

both of these days are normal days for students. 
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Exam results  
We are again celebrating some very impressive exam results this summer.  Year 11 managed to match the record of 

the previous year with 46% of students achieving five or more passes at C and above, including English and Maths.  

This was above the school’s target and well above what they would have achieved if they had only performed as well 

as similar students nationally.  A staggering 91% of them made ‘expected progress’ in English, way above the national 

figure of 73% and likely to be one of the best results across the city.  ‘Expected progress’ in Maths was also up on the 

previous year at 62%, and this was again above target.  Early indications are that these figures compare very 

favourably with other schools in the city.  It is very clear from our analysis of these results that there is a strong link 

between attendance and involvement in additional support such as ‘Period 5’, so we will be pushing both again this 

year. 
 

We were surprised by the Maths results which were expected to be better, and we know that 

we are not the only school where this has happened.  We have asked for many papers 

to be remarked and believe that there is a national plan to examine what happened in 

this subject this year; less has been made of this in the media than the issue of falling 

English results.  These did not affect us as our students sat the International GCSE 

(iGCSE).  Unfortunately the government have said that this exam will not be 

acceptable after 2016. 
 

This year’s students were hit by late changes during their courses: in the autumn term 

Ofqual decided to remove the Speaking and Listening component from the English exam, even though many students 

had already completed it, and the previous Education Secretary decided that only the first sitting of an exam would 

count.  You will recall that I made much of this regrettable decision in the newsletter at the time, and we withdrew all 

of our students from the November exams, but I believe that this was the right thing to do in the circumstances and 

that these results are therefore all the more worthy of celebration.  Many more changes are about to hit schools, 

including to exams, but I will write about these in future newsletters. 
 

Sixth Form students again improved on previous years, both at A level and at AS level.  Because our Year 13 was a 

small group this year it is more important to look at whether or not each student achieved what they needed for their 

next step than to turn grades into percentages, but I will say that we had a pass rate of 97% for A level and that this 

was in line with the national figure. 
 

All of our Year 13 students 

who wished to go to university 

this year have secured places.  

Our congratulations and very 

best wishes go with them as 

they commence their degrees.  

The remaining students are 

either taking gap years or 

starting work.   Yet again this 

year, we have no student that 

is without education or 

employment, both in Year 13 

and Year 11. 

As part of our focus on Raising 

Aspirations this year we will be 

asking younger students to 

start thinking now about 

whether or not they will be 

aiming for university; it is never 

too early to start making plans 

and thinking about what you 

want to do in the future. 

Student University Course 

Michael Baker Derby Business 
Seannon Chambers Leeds Met Psychology 
Dominika Ciach Leeds Psychology 
Jade Corrigan Anglia Ruskin Criminology 
Angela Dos Santos Simoes Northampton Psychology 
Ruby Eric East London Education 
Emily Gardner Derby Sociology 
Tristan Goodfellow Nottingham Classics 
William Healy Lincoln Animation 
Afsha Hussain Winchester Classics 
Hirra Hussain Bedfordshire Teaching 
Lisa Jones Sheffield Hallam Law 
Arooj Khan Anglia Ruskin Sociology 
Michalina Klupiec Greenwich Biosciences 
Lizzie Life Birmingham City Psychology 
Hannah Nawaz Westminster Biomedical 
Anna Partyka Westminster Psychology 
Aiysha Saleem Derby Sociology 
Aisha Shakoor Hertfordshire Accounting 
Ewelina Strug Sheffield Hallam Law & Criminology 
Ashleigh Walker Anglia Ruskin Psychology 

 
The governors, staff and myself wish to congratulate all of our students on their exam results.  Despite much 

comment in the press and media we know that these are always the result of much hard work and every result should 

be celebrated.  We will welcome the students back in January to collect their certificates and hope to catch up then 

on how life is going for those that have left us this summer. 

Sean Hayes


