
 

website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk    
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk  
 

St John Fisher News 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
On Monday our students led the city’s service to mark 

this annual event.  Head Boy and Head Girl introduced 

the readers in the church service and some of our 

drama students performed in cathedral square: a video 

of this can be seen on the Peterborough Telegraph 

website.  Students from Jack Hunt and King’s also 

took part, together with representatives of many 

groups in the city.  This is an important annual event 

and we are proud to play a part in it each year. 
 

Performance Tables News 
I said last week that the tables for 2013 results were 

due to be published.  They hold no surprises but the 

format and content has changed again which makes it 

difficult to compare one year with the next.  A levels 

have now been split into vocational and non-

vocational so the figures for students achieving A level 

passes for our school do not include the excellent 

Music results.  This is very frustrating and, I am sure, 

confusing for parents.  You will be aware that the 

government has placed a lot of emphasis and funding 

on the need for schools to reduce the performance 

gap between ‘disadvantaged’ students and others.  Our 

work on this featured in a news item on BBC Look 

East last month and I am delighted to report that 

these tables show the gap in our school over a three 

year period to be the smallest of any school in the 

city: something else that we are doing very well! 
 

Look East – again 
Last Friday we were again a news item on the BBC 

local news programme, only a month after our 

previous appearance.  This time the item was 

improved school exam results but with a focus on the 

Future Leaders scheme which Mr Sargeant and Mr Van 

Lier are involved in.  This is training the headteachers 

of the future by placing them in schools where they 

can make a difference.  The news item was very good 

and showed the school in an excellent light.  Many 

students have said this week how proud they were to 

see us on the news again. 
 

Katharine of Aragon Mass 
On Wednesday morning I attended the annual Mass 

which is held in Peterborough Cathedral in memory of 

the wife of King Henry VIII who is buried there.  This 

year our chaplain, Luke, and some sixth form students 

also attended the Mass.  It was good that the school 

was represented in this way and that this annual event 

continues to take place; the only time in the year 

when a Catholic Mass is celebrated in the cathedral. 

 

 

Contributing to national debate 
Over the coming week we will be contributing to 

debate and research on a variety of issues.  During the 

week Ofsted will be looking at the school 

improvement support that is provided by the local 

authority and I am one of the headteachers that has 

been invited to meet the inspectors.  On Friday 

afternoon the headteachers of all city schools will be 

meeting John Dunford, who has been asked by the 

government to examine the effectiveness of their 

focus on ‘disadvantaged’ children via the pupil 

premium.  In between these two events the 

government’s Education Select Committee will be 

visiting the city to find out more about the challenges 

we currently face. 

 

Dates 
Half term holiday: Monday 17 to Friday 21 February. 

Please note that Monday 24 February is a staff training 

day so students return to school on Tuesday 25 

February, which is Week 2 of the timetable. 

Pre-Public Exams for Years 11-13 take place that 

week.   

The annual school production, Bugsy Malone, takes 

place that week too, so a busy end to next month.  

Parents’ Evening for Years 8, 9, 11, 12 and 13 takes 

place on Tuesday 18 March.  Details in future 

newsletters and letters will be sent to parents ahead 

of the evening telling you when the booking system is 

live. 
 
 

Sean Hayes 
 

Learning Leaders 
Congratulations go to the following students who have 

recently achieved Learning Leader status: 

 

French Year 11 Shagufta Wasseem C7 

 Year 10 Daniela Da Costa R1 

   Sercan Ustuner B3 

   Irina Demba B4 

 Year 9 Gilson Santos C8 

 Year 8 Bruna Goncales B7 

 Year 7 Angelo Maniraguha B6 

   Wanessa Zerella R9 

 

English Year 11 Andrew Bellars B8 

   Ryan New C2 

 

RE Year 9 Alasdair Ager B2 

 Year 10 Patrick Allen B1 
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Cambridge News 
There has been much to celebrate recently in 

Cambridge house.  At our celebration assembly we 

enjoyed songs from Ivo Ribeiro, Cerys Porter and 

Helena Orbell and music from William Healy.  

Best in Form prizes were awarded to: 
 

Carol Carvalho C1 Alvaras Labanauskas C2 

Cheyenne Guest C3 Da-Shannel Brown C4  

Abbas Shahid C5 Hamzah Aurangzeb C6 

William Healy C7 L’Mar Radouani C8 

Zeeshan Waseem C9 
 

It is very gratifying to see so many of our sixth form 

students receiving nominations for the best in form. 

We are actively encouraging them to take on 

leadership responsibilities within their form groups 

and they are regularly leading the younger students in 

our weekly literacy and numeracy activities in tutor 

time.  

The Pride of the House  award went to Zeeshan 

Waseem, who, with his friends, raised over £400 for 

charity.  He gave up his time at break and lunch to sell 

cakes. He is a true role model for our younger 

students and we are very proud of his achievements. 

We are also particularly proud of Aisha Shakoor who 

achieved a Bronze certificate, Best in Year (Year 13) 

and Best in School award for the Senior Mathematics 

Challenge.  This is a national test taken by students in 

the sixth form. Aisha has done particularly well in 

these tests.  The student who was awarded the Best in 

Year for Year 12 was Sean Williamson (Westminster). 

Well done to both students! These tests are 

particularly difficult and  points are lost for incorrect 

answers.   

Finally our House Council received their badges.  Our 

student representatives are: Hamzah Aurangzeb, Ivo 

Ribeiro, James Vonhof, Jade-Alice Neal, Loide 

Hamunyela, Nikola Detka, Grace Murfitt, Aliann 

Pearlson, Bethen England and Shannon Foreman. I 

look forward to working with them this year.  

Mrs Helcoop 
 

Student Social Worker 
My name is Sharon Dunham and I am the new Student 

Social Worker.  I am excited at the prospect of my 

first University Placement being in a school, as I am a 

firm believer that all schools should have one!  I am 

currently in my second year of the Trainee Social 

Worker scheme.  I have been based within Children’s 

Services in Assessment and Family Support and the 

Screening Department.  Prior to this I was a Breaking 

the Cycle Worker, working with children and families 

where substance misuse was an issue.   

I originate from Cambridge.  However, I have lived in 

the Fens for almost 20 years now.  When I do manage 

to get some free time, I love walking my dog with my 

daughter, I enjoy going to the cinema and nights out 

with friends.  

I am really looking forward to working with the staff, 

students and parents at St John Fisher.   

Sharon Dunham 

Sports News 
Last Thursday, the Under 15 Boys’ cricket squad 

played Stanground Academy and won by 35 runs.  

Congratulations to all.                       Mrs Fountain 
 

Mobile Phones 
I would like to remind you that mobile phones should 

not be brought onto the school site.  We have had a 

few thefts/losses over the past couple of weeks with 

some very upset students. Please ensure that mobiles 

are kept at home to save disappointment.   Thank you.  

       PCSO Jane Gibson 
 

Cambridge University Visit 
On Wednesday 15 January, ten Year 9 students visited 

Downing Languages College, part of Cambridge 

University.  Our day consisted of a morning talk, 

followed by the first lesson; ours was French.  We 

were very proud as we answered lots of questions and 

were praised by the lecturer on our vocabulary 

knowledge.  The session was followed by a delicious 

lunch! 

In the afternoon, we were split into different groups.   

I was with Finley Allen, Jade Chiltern, Maria Russo, 

Iman Muhmood and Nathan Simpson and we did 

Russian. We really enjoyed learning the Russian 

alphabet and how to spell our names.  We also learnt 

some basic sayings such as ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’. The 

other groups were introduced to Swahili and 

Mandarin.  We finished the day by attending a talk in 

the lecture hall, which made us realise how important 

languages are for us and society in general.   

The day was very interesting and it made us consider 

taking a language at GCSE, as well as aiming as high as 

applying to study at Cambridge University! A big thank 

you to our teacher Ms Haine.              Nathan Simpson 
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Key Stage 3 
1. alphabet 

2. author 

3. article 

4. author 

5. content 

6. editor 

7. extract 

8. fantasy 

9. genre 

10. glossary 

11. index 
12. library 

13. librarian 

14. magazine 

15. non-fiction 

16. novel 

17. publisher 

18. romance 

19. horror 

20. series 

Key Stage 4 
1. alphabetical 

2. anthology 

3. catalogue 

4. classification 

5. copyright 

6. dictionary 

7. encyclopaedia 

8. irrelevant 

9. irrelevance 

10. photocopy 

11. photography 
12. photograph 

13. relevance 

14. system 

15. thesaurus 

16. climax 

17. complication 

18. introduction 

19. fictional- trigger 

20. narrative 

Word of the Week 

~~ Genocide ~~ 
the deliberate extermination of a national, racial, 

political or cultural group 


