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Headteachers’ Conference

The annual Peterborough Headteachers’ Conference
took place this week. This year our theme was one of
schools working more closely together and as part of
this we were telling the other headteachers about our
new venture working with Nene Park Academy and
Jack Hunt School on school improvement issues. |
explained about this in a previous newsletter; the plan
is to roll it out to all schools from September if it
proves successful and the signs so far are good.

Schools were also sharing examples of good practice at
the conference and for us this was Catherine Wilson
giving a presentation on our pastoral system and
especially the way in which we monitor students and
ensure that they are receiving the support they need.

Parents’ Evening

Our next Parents’ Evening will be on Tuesday 18
March. This time it is for students in Years 8, 9, |1,
12 and 13. For the last three year groups this will
follow-on from their Pre-Public exams which were
completed this week.

Parents will be sent letters in the post with details and
are again asked to book appointments online ahead of
the evening. With just over half the school included
this time it is possible that some teachers will be
booked up very quickly so please do not wait until the
last minute to make appointments.

School will finish at 2pm on this day for all students.

Sean Hages

Year 10/12 Geography Fieldwork Visit
7-11)uly2014

As part of our curriculum enrichment activities, 42
students have enrolled for a wonderful opportunity to
explore the mountains, forests and beaches of North
Wales. Students will also be fully prepared for the
coursework and examination components of their
GCSE and A level Geography courses over the three
days.

Accommodation has been confirmed in the pretty
Snowdonia village of Betws-y-coed and a full
educational itinerary has been prepared to cover the
days in Wales and to maximise time spent outdoors in
this very different environment.

As it draws nearer, both students and Geography staff
are looking forward to the visit and | would like to
take this opportunity to remind parents with children
going on the visit that we would like to receive final
payments by Friday 4 April.

Lent

As we enter the first full

week of Lent, we look to 7“66
follow the journey that
Jesus’ undertook in this
Sunday’s Gospel. It says “at
that time |esus was led by []/[

the Spirit into the

wilderness to be tempted £8}/}[

by the devil. He fasted for

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
hungry.” (Matthew 4:1-1)

Like |esus, we are to spend the next forty days of
Lent, ‘in the wilderness’, spending our time fasting,
almsgiving and praying.

Fasting, or eating less of something, is usually
undertaken by giving something up for Lent. We are
encouraged to give something up so that by denying
ourselves a small pleasure we are remembering that
lesus gave up so much more for us.

Almsgiving, or giving to charity, is one of the Five
Pillars of Islam and is obligatory in the Muslim faith for
all who are able to do so. During Lent, Catholics are
encouraged to do the same. Here at St John Fisher we
are asking you to donate your pennies to our Penny
Fund. If you have any spare please give them to your
son or daughter to donate to us.

Lastly Prayer. For Lent we have a special Lenten
Prayer that we will pray;

“Lord Jesus, you were led into the wilderness so that
you could pray and hear your Father’s voice. Help me
to use this time of Lent and wilderness for myself, to
listen to your voice and hear what you will for me.
Your word is life and joy. Fill me with your Holy Spirit
that | may have the strength and courage to embrace
your will in all things and to turn away from whatever
is against it.” Amen

Season

Focus Day 2

Our next Focus Day takes place on 13 March.
Individual faculties are working hard to arrange
activities for each year group:

Year 7 Expressive Arts

Year 8 Humanities

Year 9 Science and Languages

Year 10 Technology

Year || Maths

Year 12/13 Retreat to Buckden Towers

All students will follow a different timetable for the
day, focussing on a particular curriculum area within a

Dr Bottrill, Head of Humanities Faculty subject or group of subjects. Mrs Pereira
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Maths Challenge

On 6 February students in Years 9 and 10 took part in
the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Intermediate
Mathematical Challenge. This is a national challenge
which takes the form of an examination, designed for
the ablest students of Mathematics. Mr Philpot and
Mrs Helcoop entered their classes for this event and
are very pleased to announce the following successes:

Silver certificates were awarded to Sercan Ustuner,
Archie Murfitt, and Zeeshan Waseem.

Bronze certificates were awarded to John Portugal,
Arturas Ciuvasevas and Irina Demba.

Best in year certificates were awarded to Sercan
Ustuner (Year 10) and Cerys Porter (Year 9).

Overall Best in school award goes to Sercan Ustuner.

Narrowly missing out on bronze certificates this time
were Daniela Da Costa, Alex Kaluczak, Harry Davey
and Cerys Porter.
All students should be congratulated on their efforts in
these challenges as we are pitting our wits against the
cream of the United Kingdom. The next challenge
will be for the junior team at King’s on 25 March.
Mrs Helcoop

Bugsy Malone
Last week 1920s America came to St John Fisher as
the Expressive Arts faculty presented a performance
of Bugsy Malone, a musical in which young children play
the roles of two rival gangs as they fight for
superiority on the streets of Chicago. The rehearsal
process began shortly after Christmas and saw a
relatively small cast pulling together, working after
school and through one full Sunday, to ensure a
professional and polished performance.
The cast took on the challenges of singing and dancing,
as well as presenting often comedic dialogue with an
American accent. The gangsters mastered the art of
the “splurge gun”, resisting the temptation to
“splurge” Mr Burgess!
We soon came to the week of the show and, as sets
and costumes arrived, the start of our Dress and
Technical rehearsals: an exciting time for everyone as
for most of the cast this was their first performance.
We were very lucky to have a live band to work with,
a talented group of musicians, from both staff and
students, led by our Musical Director, Mr McCoy.
Although the run was short, with just two
performances, the efforts of all the staff and students
were greatly appreciated by audiences on both nights.
The laughter and applause of the audience was lovely
to hear and family and friends who came to support us
were full of praise.
Being part of “Bugsy” has been a wonderful
experience and we would like to thank all the staff
involved for making the show possible. We can’t wait
to hear Mr Burgess’ idea for the next show !

Phoebe Kuc, C5-PH
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o, UNO Tournament
%‘ 5( 17 = 21 March in the Library

Prizes to be won

Spelling test word list
fortnight commencing 3 March 2014

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4
|. abroad |. employment
2. amenity 2. erosion
3. atlas 3. estuary
4. authority 4. function
5. contour 5. infrastructure
6. country 6. international
7. desert 7. landscape
8. globe 8. latitude
9. habitat 9. longitude
10. national 10. location
I'l. poverty I'l. relief
12. situation 12. provision
I3. tourist I3. regional
I4. transport 14. settlement
I5. urban I5. tourism
16. wealth | 6. transportation
I7. weather 17. globalisation
I8. prediction I8. shortages
19. forecast 19. ossification
20. systems 20. fossilisation

Library Word of the Week

~~ Racism ~~
hatred or intolerance of another race or races

Anne Frank Trust

Our school is now a recognised partner of the Anne
Frank Trust organisation. We have received a plaque
to put up in school from the Trust, which states:

We hosted the Anne Frank exhibition 2013. Our
commitment to challenge all forms of prejudice and
discrimination has been recognised by the Anne Frank Trust
UK.
“Nobody need wait a single moment before beginning to
improve the World.” (Anne Frank)

This Friday, some of our Anne Frank guides will
continue their training to be ambassadors for the
Anne Frank Trust which is a great opportunity. We
wish them luck and look forward to hearing about
their experiences in the future. Mrs Pereira

Win a marvellous visit

One lucky school will win an amazing Sport
Relief visit from double Olympic gold
medallist and nine time world champion
cyclist, Victoria Pendleton, on Friday
21 March 2014. It might be us!

Not only that, one individual who nominates the
winning school will win a year’s supply of Cravendale
milk (52 two-litre vouchers).

To take part in the free prize draw, visit the website
www.lovecravendale.co.uk/sportrelief, enter the code
SPRTRELIEF, and fill in the name of our school. The
more entries we have, the better our chances, so go
on show your support. But hurry, you've only got
until 14 March 2014 to enter. Mrs Fountain
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