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St John Fisher News 

 

National Headteachers Conference 
I wrote last week about the conference of School and 

College Leaders that I was attending with Mr Reilly.  It 

was a very valuable and informative two days and we 

learnt much.  The big news, as you will have seen in 

the weekend press, was a proposal by Ofsted to 

radically alter how they inspect Good and Outstanding 

schools in the future.  The proposal is that from 

September 2015 these schools will have a shorter, 

one-day, inspection every two or three years, with a 

full inspection only following if the school has either 

improved or worsened in that period.  With over 

three quarters of schools now good or better Ofsted 

feel that this will be a better use of resources and 

there was general agreement about this from those 

present, including the current Secretary of State, 

Michael Gove. 

It was very reassuring to be hearing this from the 

position of being one of the good schools that was 

being discussed.  It will mean we will be visited more 

often than good schools are currently, but it will be 

less demanding and will allow us to demonstrate that 

we are continuing to do well. 

These changes are only proposals at this stage, and are 

due to go out for consultation.  It could well be that as 

details emerge there are aspects that are less welcome 

but at this early stage it appears to me to be a positive 

change and very welcome for that. 

 

Ofsted Inspection of the  
Local Authority 
Over the last year Ofsted have been inspecting whole 

Local Authorities, looking at whether or not their 

support for schools and for what is termed School 

Improvement is effective.  There have been many 

news headlines about cases where provision has been 

found to not be effective and these have often been 

where there are a lot of schools that are less than 

Good in Ofsted terms. 

Peterborough was inspected last month and I am 

delighted to be able to report that the outcome was 

positive: “The local authority’s arrangements for 

supporting school improvement are effective.”  

This does not sound like a glowing judgement on the 

provision but there are only two options available to 

inspectors and this is the better one. 

Many headteachers, including myself, were involved in 

the inspection and we are very pleased with the 

outcome, not least as it is one of the few so far that 

have been graded ‘effective’.  Coming after so many 

recently improved inspection outcomes, including 

ours, this is further testament to the overall 

improvement in education in the city. 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 
Following our 

Reconciliation Services 

last week priests were 

available for students to 

come and speak with, 

and for Catholic students 

to receive absolution if 

they wished.  This is 

always something that 

the students respond to 

with sensitivity and 

maturity, and we were impressed by the number that 

chose to come to the hall and speak to a priest.  This 

number was far higher than previously and meant that 

we were not able to get to every class in the time 

available.  Please accept our apologies if the older 

students had intended to partake this time but were 

unable to. 
 

Easter Holiday 
Term finishes next Friday, 4 April, at the usual time 

(3.15pm).  There will be Celebration Assemblies for 

each house next week and we will have a liturgy to 

mark the end of Lent on Friday morning.  The timing is 

rather different this year as Easter Day does not fall 

until the end of the school holiday, and so we are 

breaking up in the middle of Lent. 

The summer term will begin on Tuesday 22 April as 

Monday 21 April is Easter Monday, and so a Bank 

Holiday.  Students should return to school at the usual 

time and this will be Week 2 of the timetable. 
 

Mufti Day 
The School Council has organised a Mufti Day on 

Tuesday of this coming week to raise money for our 

Lenten charities.  The usual arrangements apply with 

students paying £1 to charity if they wish not to wear 

their uniform.  This is optional and it is quite 

acceptable for students not to take part but we will be 

enforcing the usual sanctions if any students do not 

wear correct uniform and are not prepared to make 

the requested donation: we have noticed on occasions 

that the amount collected is less than it should be! 

Houses are continuing to raise money for their Lenten 

charities and we will report on the totals raised early 

next term. 
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Easter Holiday Revision Sessions 
Monday 7 April 9.00 - 3.00 Year 11  Science Room 312 

Tuesday 8 April 9.00 - 3.00 

9.00 - 3.00 

Year 11  

Year 11  

Science 

French 

Room 312 

Rooms 206 / 211 

Wednesday 9 April 9.00 - 2.00 Year 11  PE/Sports Studies Room 109 

Thursday 10 April 10.00 - 12.00 

12.00 - 3.15 

Year 11  

Years 11-13  

RE 

Art & Textiles 

Room 208 / 210 

Room 301 

Friday 11 April 9.00 - 3.15 Years 11-13  Art & Textiles Room 301 

Monday 14 April 10.00 - 12.00 Year 11  English Room 105 

Tuesday 15 April 10.00 - 2.00 Year 11  ICT BTEC Room 105 

10.00 – 12.00 Year 11 RE Room 208 / 210 

Wednesday 16 April 10.00 - 3.00 Year 11  Business Room 103 

Thursday 17 April 10.0 - 3.00 Year 12  Business Room 103 
 

More Focus Day News 
Focus Days are all about providing opportunities for 

students to enjoy new experiences which enrich the 

curriculum.  This was certainly true for Year 7 who 

were treated to a classical concert by the City of 

London Sinfonia Orchestra as part of a First Time Live 

Youth event. 

The orchestra performed a seventy minute concert in 

which all of the music had been chosen by young 

people.   Suitably inspired, the students then spent the 

afternoon back at school working in groups to 

produce their own performances of the classic song 

“Lean on Me” by Bill Withers.  This culminated in a 

performance in the school hall at the end of the day, 

which was judge by our Deputy Head, Mr Reilly.  

“I really enjoyed the orchestra’s performance.  All the 

musicians were very talented. It was nice to experience 

something I wouldn’t normal do. I really enjoyed the 

competiveness of in the afternoon as we all wanted our 

performance to be the best.”               Ali Akhbary Year 7 

Congratulations to Mr Burgess’ group for their very 

theatrical winning performance. Many thanks also to 

Mr McCoy Head of Music for arranging such a 

cultured and exciting day! 

 

Sports News 
The Year 9 boys football team recently beat Hampton 

College 10-1, with 6 goals coming from Brandon 

Calderbank.  Other goal scorers included Kyrie 

Foster, Mantas Paskevicius, Gilson Santos and Alex 

Findley.  The boys now need to beat Sir Harry Smith 

in order to win the league and remain unbeaten 

throughout the league season.   Well done!   Mr Plane  

 

Book Return Week 

in the Library 

31 March to 4 April 
Return all overdue books 

and receive chocolate 

 

Word of the Week 

~  spontaneous ~~ 
Coming from a natural impulse or tendency 

 

Focus Day Food  
Last week we heard how Year 8 students had enjoyed 

Roman food.  You might like to try one of the recipes:   
 

Honey Cookies with Sesame Seeds 

2½ cups of flour  ½ cup of butter 

1 tsp baking powder ½  cup of honey 

¼ teaspoon of salt 2 eggs 

Pinch of baking soda ½  cup sesame seeds 
 

1. Mix the flour, salt, baking powder and baking 

soda in a bowl. 

2. In a separate bowl, mix the butter, honey and 

eggs with an electric whisk. Then, gradually beat 

the flour into this bowl, until it is a dough. 

3. Leave the ball of dough in the bowl and cover 

with cling film.  Chill in the fridge for 30 mins. 

4. Heat the oven to 375 degrees. Grease a baking 

tray. Roll out small round balls and place on the 

baking tray. Cook for just 10 mins until they are 

golden brown. 

5. Remove from the baking tray and dip in melted 

butter, then roll in sesame seeds to cover them. 

 

Spelling test  word list 

fortnight commencing  31 March 2014 

Key Stage 3 
1. choir 

2. conductor 

3. instrument 

4. interval 

5. lyric 

6. major 

7. octave 

8. musician 

9. vocal 

10. orchestra 

11. applause 

12. costume 

13. curtain 

14. entrance 

15. exit 

16. script 

17. theatre 

18. position 

19. rehearse 

20. perform 

Key Stage 4 
1. composition 

2. crochet 

3. dynamics 

4. harmony 

5. instrumental 

6. minim 

7. minor 

8. ostinato 

9. pitch 

10. synchronise 

11. characteristic 

12.  director 

13. dramatise 

14. inspire 

15. lighting 

16. playwright 

17.  theatrical 

18. rehearsal 

19. scenario 

20. encore 
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