=

27 June 2014

53 Stjohn Fisher News

No. 225

Mass at the Tomb of St Peter

Last week headteachers from schools across the
diocese journeyed to Rome for a retreat. Two key
elements this year were very special: the first was the
diaconate ordination of a friend, Kevin Murphy, which
we were privileged to attend in St Paul’s basilica.
Kevin was an English teacher for many years until he
applied to train for the priesthood. It was the first
time most of us had attended an ordination of this
kind, where eleven men from across the English
speaking world were ordained deacon. It was a very
grand occasion with over 60 priests assisting Cardinal
James Harvey during the Mass.

The following morning we were honoured to be able
to have our Mass at the tomb of St Peter beneath the
high altar in St Peter’s basilica.

We have been to other small chapels at this lower
level previously but it is rare for access to be granted
to this central one. As Father Tony Rogers said the
Mass we could see the tomb behind him, as you can in
the picture above.

Each year the headteachers, and the deputy
headteachers on a different occasion, come together
to pray and discuss current issues. It is always a
rewarding and valuable time for us and invariably
means more contacts are made. This week we
welcome two assistant headteachers from Notre
Dame High School, Norwich, and St Benedict’s, Bury
St Edmunds as they visit to see at first hand some of
the work that we do here.

New Business Manager

Next week we welcome our next Business Manager,
Di Wentworth. Mrs Wentworth joins us from Belvoir
Academy Leicester where she has been doing a similar
role.

Spelling Bee

My thanks to Mrs Winlock and the English department
for organising the excellent Spelling Bee last week.
The students really appreciate this competition and
the silence in the hall could be cut with a knife. The
addition this time of a staff v sixth form round was
very welcome, and | am relieved that Mr Rawlinson
won this for the staffl Further details about the
competition appear overleaf. The next one will
involve our students competing against other local
schools.

Placement Congratulations
Congratulations to Mohammed Haseeb, Year 12,
on being successful in his application for a research
placement at the Nuffield Project in Cambridge. After
an interview Mohammed was awarded a place for this
summer’s project which is on Cardiovascular Disease.
I will ask him to write about it afterwards in a future
newsletter.

Induction Days

Next Wednesday we welcome Year 6 students who
will be joining us in September. This is always a
nervous day for them so | trust that we will all make
them welcome and do our best to sooth any nerves; it
is something we have done well in the past. There will
be a meeting for parents at 6pm when we will share
information about next year and key things for both
students and parents to know.

The following day we welcome back those Year ||
students who are returning for the Sixth Form;
although they have not been gone long | am sure it will
seem quite different for them as they come back to
start their A level courses.

This might be a good point to flag up that term will
begin for these two groups of students on
Wednesday 3 September and for all other
students on Thursday 4 September. Please
remember not to book holidays that run past these
dates.

Summer Concert

Congratulations to everyone involved in another
excellent concert yesterday. We had altered the time
to suit the students joining us from St Thomas More
but they were unable to come and we did not want to
cause confusion by moving the timing back again. |
hope this did not cause anyone any inconvenience.

Sean H’H58$
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Spelling Bee Buzz!

On Friday 20 June a number of pupils participated in
the annual KS3 Spelling Bee competition. Contestants
from Year 7, 8 and 9 practiced extremely hard leading
up to the event and, despite a large crowd, performed
well under pressure. Each year group consisted of
two teams who battled for a place as group winners.
Year 8 team (Matthew Jones-Molyneux, Basera
Nasseri, Stephen Noronha and Taisha Peplowski)
were crowned as the ultimate spelling bee group
winners, spelling 22 words in 2 minutes. Thereafter,
individuals from each year battled for the ultimate
positions of spelling bee champion and 2 runners-up.
The atmosphere in the hall was very tense and every
spelling mattered.  Ultimately Matthew Jones won
third place, Basera Nassiri came in second place and
Year 9 student Finley Allen was crowned as the
spelling bee champion of 2014.

A spectator, Jasmine Kelly-Gobuiwang said, ‘The
competition was really exciting and the words were really
difficult’  Second place winner Basera Nasseri said,
practised really hard and | am really proud of myself. My
parents are proud too.” Tristan Earl, another contestant
said 1 loved being part of the spelling bee and want to
take part again next year!’

What followed after the KS3 competition was a
surprise to all the spectators. A team of 4 sixth
formers had challenged a mystery staff team to a
spelling bee playoff! Sixth formers (Kaiz Hussain,
Rowena Cook, Amy Pragnell and Zahra Igbal)
challenged staff team (Scott Rawlinson, Jackson Parkes,
Matthew Van Lier and Luke Turner) to a three minute
spelling battle which included words such as
synecdoche, anthropomorphism, connoisseur, quintessence
and innocuous. Ultimately, the sixth form team won by
a narrow margin of 17 words to 4. However, when
the two top spellers battled it out for senior spelling
bee champion for 2014, it was a staff member who
took the crown. A play-off in which 35 words were
spelled between the two players resulted in Scott
Rawlinson narrowly beating Zahra Igbal, only one
word making the difference in scores.

Sixth former Nidha Islam said, ‘The sixth form
competition was really exciting and fun to watch. | was
glad | was part of the excitement” Matthew Jones-
Molyneux said, ‘It was interesting and inspiring to see the
teachers taking spelling seriously and participating against
the sixth formers.’

Thank you to all the students who participated in the
event. A special word of thanks to Miss Henderson
the chief judge, Mrs L Stevens and Ms Oldman, our
esteemed judges, cameraman Mr Stanford and time
keepers Shai Brown and Sabrina Rodriques (sixth
formers). Thank you to all the members of the English
faculty who prepared the students for the spelling bee.
Finally, on Monday 7 July, a team of 6 KS3 students
will be participating in an inter-schools competition at
St John Fisher Catholic School. The competing
schools are Arthur Mellows Village College, Jack Hunt,
Voyager, Bushfields, Kettering Science Academy and
Peterborough City School. This will be an event to
diarise for July 2014! Mrs Winlock

Focus Days - July 2014

On Thursday 10 July Westminster House will be
investigating the sights and sounds of London through
construction of models of famous London landmarks.
Westminster House is named after the location of
St John Fisher’s trial and execution in London, now
the beating heart of UK government. So Westminster
House students will be deepening their knowledge of
the capital city, the history of the buildings, their
purpose and design in a dynamic, living 21* century
metropolis.  Mr Clifford — Head of Westminster House

Word of the Week

~~ Peckish ~~
somewhat hungry

Boxercise
Well done to the Boxercise students who have
recently achieved the Bronze or Silver Award. The
students are pictured here receiving their certificates.
These classes are
held Wednesdays
in the Sports Hall,
from 3.30 — 5.00
pm and are free of
charge. If you
would like further
information, please
speak to Mrs Reid.

Industrial Action

Three unions have announced that they will be taking
industrial action on Thursday 10 July. If this is going to
affect our planned House Focus Day parents will be
informed in next week’s newsletter and by text and
email.
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