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Dear Parent/Carer/Student 

I hope you and your family are in good health and that you are able to enjoy the sunshine. This letter 

is a general update on our current situation.  

Half Term 

Today we break up for half term for one week. Please bear in mind teachers will respond to any 

queries after half term. 

Chaplaincy 

Yesterday was the Solemnity of the Ascension, when we remembered the Ascension of Jesus into 

heaven. Mrs Goodfellow shared the thoughts on TEAMS yesterday about the significance of this 

feast. What is particularly poignant is the quote from Matthew’s Gospel just before the Ascension: 

‘And know that I will be with you, yes until the end of time.’ This reminds us that we are not alone, 

especially when things are very difficult. 

I want to thank the Chaplaincy team of staff and students who are continuing to provided prayer 

resources through TEAMS everyday which I know is very much appreciated by everyone. One of the 

most difficult parts of the lockdown is the inability to meet as a community, to gather together, 

celebrate together and pray together. Everybody is experiencing feelings of loss of different kinds 

such as missing friends and family and missing the routine and challenge of school which is very hard 

to cope with. Students in Years 11 and 13 in particular will be feeling this right now as we are in the 

middle of what would have been week three of the public exams season and the time for leavers 

assemblies and final planning for Proms. This is very hard.  As I am sure you are aware many 

churches, mosques and other places of worship are live streaming Mass on Sundays and prayer 

services which can be accessed via their websites and I would encourage you to have a go at this if 

you have not yet done so. Our staff are on hand during the school day remotely through TEAMS to 

support you. 

To all of our Muslim students and families, a very happy Eid this weekend.  
 
Home Learning 

We have had positive feedback in relation to the paper packs sent out to students particularly as it is 

quite difficult to always have access to the internet and to a computer for many of our students. For 

those who have good access to the internet and a computer to work on, TEAMS is working very well 

indeed. We are of course keeping this all under review constantly and keeping track of how students 

access TEAMS. We recognise that this is not a replacement for teaching a lesson in person but at the 



moment this is not possible. I want to thank parents and carers for the continued support you are 

giving your children with home learning at this challenging time. We will continue to review what 

might be possible in the future and make sure more work is provided as appropriate after half term.  

There are of course many websites now that support home learning as I mentioned in my previous 

letter. I also want to say well done to all of our students who are managing to complete work during 

this very difficult time and to remember that we know it is hard to work at home and that you may 

not be able to produce your best work at the moment but that is okay. Please try not to worry about 

things that are out of your control and focus on things you can control such as your words, attitude 

and actions towards others which make such a difference. 

Government guidance 

I am sure you share our frustration with the government announcements and lack of detail given 

about Secondary Schools. The latest guidance said that they would only ‘welcome back additional 

year groups if the most up to date assessment of the risk posed by the virus indicated that it was 

appropriate to have larger number of children within schools’ and that they would like to see ‘some 

face to face support to supplement the remote education of year 10 and year 12 students who are 

due to take key exams next year.’  

This is all very vague and open to interpretation differently by different people and we are hoping 

for more guidance on the matter soon. What needs to be remembered however is that each school 

will have their own unique set of circumstances and needs to consider when looking at this and 

whilst one school might be doing one things it doesn’t mean that other schools can do the same.  

Our position is clear in that our deepest desire is to get back to school but we will not compromise 

the safety of students and staff in any way and I know everybody shares that basic principle. We are 

continuing to work hard to find a way through and I will of course keep you updated. 

Year 10 Laptop scheme 

You will remember that some students were identified as needing access to the internet in Year 10. 

This is being organised and run by the Local Authority, not us. All students eligible will be contacted 

by the Local Authority and delivery of equipment will be in June. This is not ideal but it is again a 

government initiative that is taking longer than anyone would all have liked. Please be patient with 

this as it is nothing to do with the school and out of our control. 

Year 11 and 13 Grades 

As you know we have been following the strict processes for providing grades and rank order for the 

exam boards to award grades to students in August. This is all in hand and running smoothly and 

results are still due to come out in August. I will give you more information about this when I have it. 

As I stated before, this information is confidential, so thank you for your understanding with this and 

for not contacting staff at school to ask for grades and rank order which they are not allowed to give 

anyone. If this did happen it would be classed as malpractice by the exam boards. 

Keeping safe online 

Please use our website to view any safeguarding information, particularly in relation to online safety 

during this time. It is very important to be extra vigilant at the moment as criminals are trying to take 

advantage of the COVID 19 situation. 

Free School meals 



Vouchers continue to be issued to parents of children in receipt of free school meals using the 

government scheme. If you think you may now be eligible for free school meals, please contact the 

school via email or phone during school hours.  

Staffing changes 

We have welcomed two new teachers to school since the beginning of May. Mr C Young is our new 

Assistant Headteacher for Assessment replacing Mr M Double and Mrs A Malde-Kara who has 

replaced Mrs W Assiamah in Modern Foreign Languages.             

Mr G O’Hara is leaving today and will be replaced by Mrs C Chiriac from September. We thank Mr 

O’Hara for everything he has given to the school as a Maths teacher, form tutor and of course 

leading the CCF at SJF over the past few years. He will be greatly missed but we wish him the best of 

luck in his new job. 

Good news! 

Congratulations to the School Council led by Mr Karia on achieving the Bronze Eco Award for St John 

Fisher which shows our work towards becoming a more environmentally sustainable school.  Very 

well done and we look forward now to getting the Silver Award next! 

Finally 

Finally, to parents and carers during these very strange and uncertain times, thank you for 

everything you are doing to support our students at home at the moment which we know is tough. 

Hopefully we will be able to find a way forward soon. Your support is very much appreciated. 

keep yourselves safe and have a good half term break 

 

 

Mrs K Pereira 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


