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Governors News

Wednesday of this week saw the first full governing
body meeting of the year. At this meeting Paul Rossi
was re-elected Chair and Sue Life was re-elected Vice-
Chair. We now have a full governing body after
several parents offered their services last term in
response to my request in the newsletter. The full list
of governors is:

Paul Rossi (Chair)  Foundation

Fr David Paul Foundation
Dennis White Foundation
Kevin McCabe Foundation
Natalie Chan Foundation
John Bedford Foundation
John Prestage Foundation
Aneta Weigelt Foundation

Sue Life (Vice Chair) Foundation (Parent)
Angela Maxwell Foundation (Parent)

Nick Ager Parent
Trevor Cook Parent
Natalie Baxter Parent
Jackie Findlay Parent
Helen Birch LA
Sean Hayes staff
Jo Sennett staff
Laurence Davis staff

The full governing body meets twice each term but
much of the work is completed in one of the three
committees: Finance & Premises, Curriculum &
Admissions, and Personnel.

Governors monitor the work of the school and set
targets. They question senior leaders on progress
during the year and help in the future planning and
direction of the school. Most governors are linked
with faculties or houses to enable a better
understanding of the work of the school.

As we are a Catholic school, a majority of the
governors are Foundation Governors who have been
appointed by the bishop. This requirement is to
ensure that the Catholic status of the school is
sustained and promoted.

At the end of last term we said farewell to our Clerk,
Victoria Bowyer, after four years excellent service. In
her place we welcome Suzanne Arnold. All
communications for governors should be addressed to
Mrs Arnold care of the school, and handed in to
reception.

Tuesday Mass

We continue to have a Mass on Tuesday mornings,
usually said by Father Michael. This week we were
pleased to welcome Father John Minh in his place, and
next week Father Bruce. We celebrate the main
church Feast Days with the whole school but this
weekly Mass is open to all.

Working with parents

One of the issues that we are working on with
governors this year is the involvement of parents in
their children’s progress. When Ofsted inspected the
school last term they felt that we should do more in
this aspect of our work.  They thought that
attendance at parents evenings was lower than it
might be and that we could make more contact with
home during the year.

We have regularly surveyed parents and the feedback
from those who attend parents evenings is invariably
positive. But we are aware that some parents are
unable to come to school in the 4.30 — 6.30 slot that
we offer. We have therefore decided to try a
different arrangement for parents evenings this year:
there will be only three and each will run from 2.30-
6.30. They will no longer be for a particular year
group so parents will be able to see teachers of all
their children on the same occasion if they wish, or to
come to all three to discuss the same child. More
details about this will be included in the newsletter as
we approach the first evening on 27 November.

We are also asking form tutors to telephone home
from time to time to have a brief conversation with
parents. We trialled this last term and it proved very
positive and so we are going to make it a regular part
of our work this year. Most parents should receive a
phone call from their child’s form tutor before half
term.

Email is a valuable way of communicating with home
but we have many students for whom we don’t have a
parents’ email address. If you have one and have not
let us have it please email reception on the address
below.

September 2013 Admissions

Although we have only been back at school for three
weeks it is already time for me to start visiting primary
schools to talk to Year 6 about their choice of
secondary school. This year we will have additional
competition from the City of Peterborough Academy
that is due to open in the old Hereward School
buildings. There is a shortage of places in the city and
this is the reason for opening the new school but | am
very aware of the need for us to ensure that we
continue to attract enough students for our Year 7. |
would appreciate it if students speak to their friends in
their old primary school to tell them why they should
apply for a place with us next year.

Our Open Evening is on Tuesday 9 October and
students will be dismissed early to enable us to
prepare for the evening.

Sean Hm(.jes
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Humanities Faculty

Year 8 Visit to Hunstanton

As part of the Geography curriculum, a visit to
Hunstanton to carry out fieldwork has been arranged
for Year 8 students. The date of the visit will be
Friday 9 November 2012. The party, which will be
accompanied by members of the Geography
department, will leave school at 8.00 am travelling by
coach and return to school at 5.00 pm. A voluntary
contribution of £12 is required which covers the cost
of travel. All Year 8 students have been provided with
a letter which they should have shown to parents. So
far, 40 of the 90 spaces on this visit are still available
but they are going quickly.

Year 10 and 12 Geography Fieldwork
Visit to North Wales: July 2013

As part of our curriculum enrichment activities, we
are also taking a group of Geography students to
North Wales for a residential fieldwork experience.
This will take place from Monday 8th — Friday |2th July
2013 and will cost a maximum of £210. Financial
assistance  may be available in  exceptional
circumstances which need to be explained in writing.
This price is based on 45 students travelling by coach
to North Wales. Full board accommodation will be
included at the Conwy Youth Hostel which is located
on the north coast of Wales between the island of
Anglesey and the Snowdonia National Park. During
our stay, a full geography itinerary will run over the
three days, preparing students for the controlled
assessment and examination components of their
GCSE and A Level courses. Geography students will
also be carrying out fieldwork focusing on glaciation,
rivers, coasts, tourism and urbanisation.

Participation is strongly recommended for all students,
as fieldwork is a requirement of the examination
boards for all Geography courses and this visit offers
opportunities not available locally. This fieldwork visit
which is now in its 13" year is enjoyed by both
students and staff alike. For those students that
attend, it is consistently the school experience that
students talk of most fondly and with the happiest
memories at the end of their time at St John Fisher.
There is also a strong correlation between students
attending this residential and high level examination
performance both at GCSE and A Level. All
Geography students have been provided with a letter
which they should have shown to parents.

GCSE Geography, BTEC Public
Services and BTEC Travel and Tourism
Congratulations to all staff and students for their
perseverance and hard work leading up to the 2012
examinations. The department saw the best pass
rates in the school with 80% of GCSE students
receiving an A*-C grade pass. BTEC students were
even more successful with 100% of students passing
both BTEC Public Services and Travel and Tourism.
Well Done! Dr Bottrill

Open Evening — Tuesday 9 October

Our Open Evening for Year 5 and 6 students will be
held on Tuesday 9 October, starting at 7.00 pm.
Subject Leaders will be asking our current students
back in the evening, to help demonstrate the type of
activities and lessons that happen in school every day.
Students involved in the evening will be receiving a
letter this week which parents need to sign and then
return to school.

This is an important event for the school and an
opportunity for us to demonstrate not only the good
relations between the staff and students but also the
engaging lessons that students experience every day.
Thank you in advance for your support. Mr Reilly

GCSE English update

Like many schools nationally, St John Fisher had some
students who were subject to the unfair grade
boundary changes this summer. As a school, we feel
that this was a injustice for students who took the
exam in June and narrowly missed out on a C grade.
However, if they had taken the exam in January and
gained the same mark, they would have been awarded
the C grade. We have already written to the MP for
Peterborough, Stewart Jackson, in order to put our
concerns to education secretary, Michael Gove. To
continue to support this cause and get the issue
debated further in parliament, it would be helpful if
you are able to log on and complete this e-
petition: http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/37620
Many thanks for your support. Mr Sargeant

Year 8 & 9 Visit to Chateau Du Broutel,
France - 08 — 12 July 2013

A residential visit to Chateau Du Broutel, in Southern
Normandy, has been arranged for students in Years 8
and 9. The Chiteau is a language and activity centre
and students will follow the ‘Action Adventure’
programme, giving them the opportunity to
experience the history, language and culture of the
region. The party will be accompanied by staff and will
stay in dormitory accommodation at the Chateau.

The cost of the visit is £430, which includes transport,
insurance, full board and accommodation, equipment
and instruction, all activities and visits. Financial
assistance may be available in  exceptional
circumstances.

All students have been provided with a letter which
should have been handed to parents. If you would like
your son/daughter to go on the visit, please complete
the reply slip and return it with a deposit of £50, to
the Student Services Office by Monday 24 September-.
Please note that all payments made are non
refundable. Mme Haine

Key Dates for 2012-2013

A correction to the list of Key Dates published in last
week’s newsletter - the last day of the Spring Term is
Thursday 28 March and not Friday 29 March.
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