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Welcome

| would like to start the first newsletter of the new
school year by welcoming back our students, parents
and staff who were with us last year, and greeting our
new students and staff. This newsletter is issued
weekly and is our main channel of communication
with home so | have reminded all of the students that
they should write their name on it each Friday
morning when it is issued and make sure that they
hand it to parents that evening. | would ask that
parents ask to see the newsletter each week. This is
important as it often contains valuable information
that will not be issued in another way.

Exam Results

We have had some good results again this year.
Congratulations to the students on their success and
thanks to the teachers who prepared them. As ever,
there were many who achieved the grades they
needed for the next stage of their life, be it Sixth
Form, College, University, etc. But there were others
who were disappointed with the results and have not
been able to follow their plans. Unfortunately we
have been badly affected by the late decision to raise
the grade boundaries in GCSE English, which you will
have heard about in the national news. This resulted
in about 20% of Year || receiving lower grades than
they would have previously, and the number of
students achieving a grade C fell significantly from 69%
to 54%. We are participating fully in the various
actions that are being taken nationally to address this
issue and | have written to the parents of the students
who were affected to let them know what is
happening.

This is a major difficulty for many as a C in English is
the gateway to so many further qualifications and jobs
and | can understand the anxiety and upset that this
decision of the exam board has caused. If and when
there are further developments | will inform you via
the newsletter.

Student Leave of absence

The government has announced an intention of
tightening up on students being absent from school.
In line with this, our governing body amended the
policy for our school, and | will go through the
changes in detail later this month. | have explained to
the students about the changes this week and said that
| will send parents full details in a newsletter. | am
including this brief mention now so that you are aware
that the policy has changed, and to remind you that at
least four weeks’ notice must be given before any
planned absence. Please do not make any travel
arrangements until you have checked the new policy.

Staff Changes
| am pleased to report that we again start the year by
being fully staffed. This term we welcome:
e Mr Martin Barwise — Assistant Headteacher
e  Mrs Elaine Bosworth — Business teacher
e Mr Russell Burgess — Subject Leader for Drama
and Head of Expressive Arts Faculty
e  Miss Emilie Droguet — Foreign Language Assistant
e Mrs Karolina Forbes — Polish teacher and
Teaching Assistant
e Mrs Denise Frost — English teacher
e Mr Tim McCoy — Music teacher
e Mrs Adila Naz — Maths teacher
e Miss Clodagh O’Connor — Head of RE Faculty
e Ms Joanne Rotondo — Exams Officer
e Miss Celine Veniat — French teacher
e Mrs Jenny Watts — English teacher

Mr Barwise is Assistant Headteacher at Jack Hunt
School and will be with us for this school year while
Ms Wilson is on maternity leave. | am grateful to him
and his school for releasing him to support us in this
way. | am also grateful to King’s School for arranging
for their Special Needs Co-ordinator, Mr Tim Price,
to support us while Ms Wilson is absent.

There are some other changes to our staffing
structure this year. Mr Lee Sargeant is joining the
Senior Leadership Team as an Associate Assistant
Headteacher for this year and so Ms Lucy Henderson
will be acting Head of English Faculty for this period.
Miss Jemma Bird is promoted to Subject Leader for
Music and Mr John Hayes as Head of Beverley House.

Uniform Standards

| wrote to parents last term explaining that we would
be rigorously enforcing our existing ban on hoodies
this school year. | have reminded the students in
assemblies this week that hoodies should not be worn
and will be confiscated if seen. This includes to and
from school: when the weather is such that students
need a coat it must be a coat and not a hoodie and
must fit over their blazer. This is an existing rule that
we had been rather lax over last year and not
something new. Parents’ co-operation is requested
and | would ask that you bear this in mind when
buying new clothes this term.

| hope that we have a successful year and that the
students make the most of the opportunities that will
be available to them.

Sean Hages
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Sports News

On Thursday 28 June and Monday | July, St John
Fisher School’s athletics teams took part in the annual
City Athletics Championships at the embankment
track. There were many outstanding performances
from those students in Years 7 to 10 who attended,
most notably from: Linda Meldere - 2" in Year 8 girls
discus, Stephen Coombe Boxall - 2" in Year 8 200
metres and the Year 8 boys’ 4 x 100 metre relay team
were 3™ in the final.

To celebrate Lloyds TSB National School Sports
Week (25 June to 29 June) the PE department
organised a number of Olympic and Paralympic ‘taster’
sessions in the sports hall during the lunch hour. A
large number of students attended these sessions and
were given the opportunity to experience activities
such as archery, boccia, new age kurling and fencing.
We were also lucky enough to be visited by
representatives from the Peterborough branch of
Lloyds TSB who presented certificates and medals to
the students.

On Tuesday 10 July, three of our Year 10 girls: Amy
Pragnell, Jessie Scutts and Rhianna Chalmers,
represented Peterborough Schools in the indoor
rowing competition of the Eastern Region’s School
Games at St. Ives, Cambridgeshire. Schools from
across the County came together to compete in
several sports including basketball, table tennis,
rounders, netball and hockey. The day began with an
Olympic Opening Ceremony, before the indoor
rowing event took place at Burgess Hall, Indoor
Leisure Centre St Ives. Our Year 10 girls were part
of a team of 6 selected from 3 Peterborough Schools.
The team performed exceptionally well, comfortably
making it through their semi-final to gain a place in the
final as the fastest qualifier. In the final the team had
to row 2012 metres in a relay in the quickest time
possible. The team won the final by over 80 metres,
bringing home the gold medal!! This really was a
fantastic achievement by our girls who made an
outstanding contribution to the team’s performances
on the day — well done girls! Mr Baron

Year 10 Mathematics Enrichment Day
On Friday 6 July a small group of year 10 students
went to the Centre of Mathematical Sciences at
Cambridge University. We had a lecture about Maths
at the Olympics by Professor John barrow. We then
went to a class where we worked with other students
from other schools and had to figure out mathematical
problems. In the afternoon we had the opportunity to
work with some students from the university and we
did some activities with them. We then had a lecture
by professor David Spiegelhaltr and he taught us about
risks and probability. The day was a great experience.
Thank you to Ms Harrison who took us.

Grace Murfitt and Nikisha Bhima

Peer Mentoring Award

Well done to the following students for passing their
Peer Mentoring Award. They
have made a most valuable

“’/ contribution to the life of our
&ﬂ school by being a reading
7‘* buddy, listening to students
/‘}\ read, by being patient with
students and dealing with a

AS DAN whole list of other issues. In
return they have now gained

the Peer Mentoring certificate

which will have helped their confidence and self

esteem and will give them excellent work related
experience for the future. Well done! Mr Jones

Shahida Akhtar

Baneen Kauser

Shannon Craig

Judd Delgado

Hannah Nawaz

Angela Dos Santos Simoes

Fillippo Feminile
Zainia James
Mariyum Khan
Claudio Marques

Parental Advice on Facebook

As we start this new school year we would like to
advise parents to support their children in using
Facebook safely. Guidelines will be placed on the
school website and these will help to ensure your
children are using Facebook appropriately and not
putting themselves at risk.

Term Dates
A full list of dates for the year will be issued next
week. These are the term dates for this year:

AUTUMN TERM 2012
Starts (Y7 and Y 12)

Wednesday 5 September
Starts for other years Thursday 6 September

Half Term 29 October to 2 November
Ends Friday 21 December

Staff Training Days Mon/Tue 3/4 September
SPRING TERM 2013

Starts Monday 7 January
Half Term I'l - 15 February
Ends Thursday 28 March
Staff Training Day Mon |8 February
SUMMER TERM 2013

Opens Monday 15 April
May Day Monday 6 May

Half Term 27 — 31 May

Ends Friday 19 July

Staff Training Days Mon/Tue 22/23 July

A full list of other dates for the year will be issued
next week’s newsletter. As usual, all of this
information is available on the school website.
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