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School Funding - again

Parents’ Evening

Over the last year I have detected a growing awareness
among the general public of the difficulties that schools
are facing with cuts to their funding. Often these
comments have been countered by ministers who have
said that more money is being put into education. One
simple explanation of this apparent contradiction is that
there are a lot more students which means more
schools and therefore additional costs.
But this does not address the issue that existing schools
have less to spend. This is largely due to what might be
called stealth cuts: more of our income each year is
being taken to pay for increased employer expenses
(pensions and national insurance), the apprenticeship
levy and pay rises. On the last of these, there is great
pressure on the government to lift the public sector pay
cap, and doing so would be a welcome factor in the
need to recruit and retain teachers, but any pay increase
that is not funded has to be paid for out of our existing
income.
Governors met on Wednesday to try and set a budget
for the coming financial year. All of these issues were
very evident again, and sadly this is becoming an annual
issue. The Chancellor of the Exchequer made a
statement in parliament this week but it did not include
any good news for education.

This Tuesday’s Parents’ Evening is for Years 8, 11 and
13, and will begin at 4pm. Online appointments should
be made in advance please, using the details that have
been sent home.

Sean Hayes

Metamorphosis
On Tuesday, 27 February eighty drama students visited
Jack Hunt to watch a performance of 'Metamorphosis'
performed by Splendid Productions. The show was
funny and engaging and even used sign language as part
of the performance.

Moving into Holy Week
Sunday was Mother’s Day, or
Mothering Sunday, which always
falls on the Fourth Sunday in
Lent, which means we have just
one more Sunday before Palm
Sunday and the start of Holy
Week.
This year we will be in school
right up to Maundy Thursday,
something that rarely happens. On that day we will
have our Easter Liturgy and as a school mark the end of
Lent.
We therefore need to start our Celebration Assemblies
next week, beginning with Beverley House on
Wednesday. Term will finish at the usual time on the
last day. More details about this in next week’s
newsletter.

Newsletter
Next week’s newsletter will be the final one for this
term. It will include details for the final week and the
start of the summer term, as well as term dates for next
year.
website: www.stjohnfisherschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@stjohnfisherschool.org.uk

Residential Humanities Visit North Wales
Monday 9 July - Friday 13 July 2018
A brief reminder that the fourth payment for the visit to
Snowdonia is due by the end of this term. This should
take your payments to date up to £200.
(The due dates are the latest possible payment date and
payments can be made earlier)
Payment Type
Payment
Due Date
Term 4
£50
29.03.18
Outstanding Balance
£50
25.05.18
Dr Bottrill, Humanities Faculty Leader

Health Week: 19 - 23 March
“WHATEVER MOVES YOU”
Next week we are holding our annual School Health
Week. This year we have scheduled it to coincide with
Sports Relief. Mr Plane and his team in PE have
scheduled a fantastic range of events linked to physical
health.
Monday
Form Time
Lunchtime
Tuesday
Lunchtime
Wednesday
Form Time
Lunchtime
Afterschool
Thursday
Form Time
Lunchtime
Afterschool
Friday
Form Time
Lunchtime

Cambridge Fitness
Mass Dodgeball in Sports Hall
Staff v Student Benchball Challenge
Westminster Fitness
Staff v Student Volleyball Challenge
KS3 Badminton Tournament
Westminster Fitness
Boxing Bonanza in Sports Hall
KS4 Badminton Tournament
Rochester Fitness
Fitness challenge in Sports Hall

In addition we will be stretching our brains with a
series of morning brain teasers and also launching a
writing competition entitled “Why diets don’t work”,
with prizes being awarded to the most creative,
amusing and well-written entries.
We will also be running drop-ins on the theme of
general health advice, stopping smoking and friendships
and the Study Centre will be supporting a Study
Buddies initiative. We will also look at healthy eating
with a KS3 Healthy cooking workshop, run by Mrs
Bartle and ‘Fruity Friday’, encouraging students to try
new things and find out how tasty fruit and veg can be.
I would encourage all students to get involved and get
more physically and mentally active.

Charity Head Shave!
Ruth was at St John Fisher from
2011-2017. On Friday 16 March
she will be shaving her hair off to
raise money for a school trip to
Lourdes. Whilst there, she will be
doing charity work in the
community, for example working
with the elderly and the disabled.
Anyone that remembers Ruth knows how much her
hair means to her, and how often it changes, so this is
a big thing! To donate and for more information, visit
her justgiving page at:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Ruth-Goodstadthead-shave

National Apprenticeship Week
Last week was National Apprenticeship week and to
support this initiative, we invited City College into
school to provide an opportunity for students to find
out about post-16 and post-18 apprenticeships. Many
of our Year 11s and 13s took the opportunity to get
some informal advice and pick up information leaflets.
The team from City College will be returning on
Thursday 29 March to give a more detailed
presentation to interested students and will also be
supporting a group of year 11 students with developing
their CV and interview skills.

Work Experience Celebration
We held a special assembly this week to give us an
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of so many
of our year 10 students whilst on work experience.
Many students were issued with certificates for good
effort. Particular mention should go to the following
students:
Excellent effort on Work Experience
Erin O’Shea
Sabina Strug
Isobel Young
Matas Baranauskas
Jakub Kurowski
Outstanding Performance on Work Experience
Kevin Neves
Angel Dixon
Humza Hanis
Ondrej Herak
Francisco Oliveira

The Milton Keynes Apprenticeship Show
On Tuesday Sixth Form students visited the
Apprenticeship Show held at the Milton Keynes Arena
a large number of companies attended, all with their
own sections and all offering information to those
seeking either an apprenticeship or job with them.
There was a wide range of apprenticeship options from
Engineering to Administration. As well as some larger,
more successful companies, there were some smaller,
locally based companies, who were just as appealing in
their possible employment routes. Some of the
companies that were present were: Vodafone,
Mercedes, GCHQ, Thames Valley Police Dept.,
Amazon and Travis Perkins, as well as the Army and
the Royal Navy.
On the trip many of us gained insight as to what we
would like to do later on in life, as well as narrowing
down our options for post-sixth form.
Though there were many different types of
apprenticeships being advertised, there was fierce
competition between all of the companies there, due
to the fact that there is only a limited amount of people
each of them can hire, and they all want the people
with the best qualifications and skills.
The visit gave a greater insight to what is available as
an alternative to University. The visit has encouraged
and helped us to consider other options after finishing
here at SJF, and be more confident about our choices.
I would personally like to go on more trips like this!
George Duffy, Year 13

