


Our Vision

St John Fisher School is an inclusive and welcoming Catholic community, 
committed to excellence, success and lifelong learning.

Each individual is valued and supported to reach their full potential as a 
Child of God.

“I have come that they may have life  
and have it to the full”  

St John’s Gospel Chapter 10

St John Fisher Catholic High School provides a learning 
environment in which:

•	 We know through our spirituality that everyone is a 
loved creation of God and that every person has a 
lesson they can teach someone else.

•	 We will take every opportunity to help each other 
and those less fortunate than ourselves

•	 We will do our best to reach our aspirations and 
celebrate our successes.

Mission Statement
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Dear Student

We have reached the point where you need to make some decisions about the next stage of your life.  
In	the	modern	world	it	is	essential	that	everyone	has	as	many	qualifications	as	possible	and	so	you	must	
decide which route to take next: stay at school, continue education elsewhere or start some work-based 
training such as an apprenticeship.

Your parents, teachers and external agencies are here to support you in making this decision.  It is 
important that you do not rush this decision and that you make it based on what you want to do and what 
you are best suited to: you should try to make the best use of the talents and skills that God has given you.

This booklet is primarily concerned with what is available to you if you choose to stay at St John Fisher.  It 
therefore contains outlines of the courses available.  Do carefully check which courses are available and 
find	out	which	you	would	be	best	suited	for.		Our	staff	can	help	you	make	these	decisions.

We have transformed our Sixth Form over the last few years and intend for it to continue to grow and 
flourish	in	our	excellent	new	buildings.		We	would	very	much	like	you	to	stay	with	us	but	I	stress	again	that	
you must make the decision that is right for you. 

Yours sincerely

Kate Pereira

Headteacher

From the Headteacher
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The Sixth Form at St John Fisher

We	firmly	believe	that	in	order	to	be	successful	in	sixth	
form students need to be respectful, responsive and 
resilient.

‘I have come that they may have life 
and have it to the full’ (John 10:10)

Being in the Sixth Form at St John Fisher is a vibrant and 
stimulating experience.  We pride ourselves on knowing 
each student so that we can support and challenge 
them, encouraging them to have high aspirations which 
help them to be successful.  We aim to develop the 
whole	person,	where	each	individual	is	able	to	flourish	
not only academically but also socially, morally and 
spiritually.	Students	leave	us	with	self-confidence	and	
high aspirations, demonstrating respect and tolerance for 
others.  
Students are expected to be responsible and 
independent in their learning and conduct.  We will 
support each individual throughout their development of 
excellent learning habits (such as being organised) which 
are conducive to studying at University and beyond.  It is 
for the reasons above that each student will have their 
own personalised programme of study to follow based 
on their GCSE results and personal needs, aspirations 
and interests.   
Our school works in partnership with The King’s School 
and is therefore able to offer a wider selection of 
courses for study at  A Level. This may mean that you 
study one of your chosen subjects there. 
We also work very closely with Peterborough Regional 
College and the City College to provide a smooth 
transition to other Post 16 programmes of study.  We 
provide independent and impartial advice to all students 
during their time in Year 11.  This is to ensure everybody 
has a place of education, training or employment to enter 
when they complete Year 11. 
We offer many enrichment opportunities to develop 
your leadership skills and focus days to encourage you to 
be aspirational and support you to ensure that you are 
resilient in your studies. We offer guidance when making 
decisions for your future and ensure that you have a 
clear vision of where you want to be. 
Entry onto a Post 16 programme of study will depend 
on your GCSE results and on you satisfying the general 
entry requirements of our Sixth Form.  Overleaf is an 
indication of the different routes available to you.

Mr Reilly
Deputy Headteacher
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Entry Requirements

Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural and Physical Development

In order to enter our Sixth Form to study A Levels, you must have achieved at least 5 GCSEs at Grades 9 - 4, including 
English Language.  To study Level 3 Vocational Courses you must have achieved at least 4 GCSEs or equivalent at  
Grades 9 - 3.  
Please read through the Post 16 Admissions page at the back of this Prospectus for details of general admission to the Sixth 
Form
There	are	specific	entry	requirements	for	the	subjects	listed	below:

A Level Religious Studies (Edexcel) Grade 6 or above in GCSE RE and Level 5 in GCSE English

A Level English Language  (OCR) Grade 6 or above in GCSE English

A Level English Literature (AQA) Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Literature

A level Mathematics (Edexcel) Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths

A Level Biology (AQA) Grades 66 or above in GCSE Combined Science

A Level Chemistry  (AQA) Grades 66 or above in GCSE Combined Science

A Level Physics (Edexcel) Grade 7 or above in GCSE Science and Maths

A Level Media (AQA) Grade 5 or above in GCSE Media Studies or Grade 5 or above in 
English

A Level Fine Art (AQA) An extensive and high quality portfolio of work or Grade 5 or above in 
GCSE Art or Textiles

A Level French (AQA) Grade 5 or above in GCSE French

A Level History (Edexcel) Grade 5 or above in GCSE English

A Level Sociology (OCR) Grade 5 or above in GCSE English 

A Level Psychology (AQA) Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths and English

Health and Social Care (CamTech) Grade 4 or above in English Language and Grade 3 or above in 3 other 
GCSEs

Sports Scholarship
Level 2 programme: at least 4 GCSE Grade 2 or above
Level 3 programme: at least 4 GCSE Grade 3 or above

Core RE
As a Catholic school, Core RE is an important part of our 
curriculum.  You will study four different perspectives/areas 
of study: Revelation, Community, Celebration and Way 
of Life.  There is also an annual Sixth Form retreat and 5 
Focus Days.

Core PE
In order to encourage a healthy lifestyle and to continue 
your interest in a broad selection of activities, you will 
study one lesson per week of PE.  There is no formal 
assessment for Physical Education at Key Stage 5.  Some 
of the activities are: Badminton, Basketball, Fitness, Netball, 
Rugby and Trampolining.  During this session you will be 
offered the opportunity to study the Sports Leadership 
Level 3 Award.

Work Related Learning
All students study PSHE, which also covers key 
employability skills to prepare students for life beyond the 
sixth form.

In addition there are many enrichment opportunities 
including:
•	 Sports Leadership
•	 Army Cadets (CCF)
•	 Extended	Project	Qualification
•	 Work Experience
•	 Volunteering
•	 Participation in form and house assemblies
•	 Translation and Interpreting
•	 Languages for Business

There is a compulsory core curriculum which all sixth form students are expected to study.  This includes:
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Life in the Sixth Form ......Get Involved!

If you are enthusiastic and keen to get involved in school 
activities... the Sixth form is the place for you to be!

Reading Buddies
Students act as Reading Buddies by meeting Year 7 
students during two registration periods per week.  This 
is an invaluable activity, which has a proven track record 
of	success.	The	Year	7	students’	confidence	builds	as	does	
their level of literacy. The reading buddy is rewarded by 
being part of this younger person’s success. 

Leadership Opportunities
St John Fisher Catholic High School provides many roles 
which require our students to develop their leadership 
skills: Head Boy and Head Girl and Deputies, House 
Ambassadors (who are responsible for mentoring and 
supporting students as well as organising social and 
charity events); the Student Voice Ambassadors (who are 
responsible for organising opportunities for students to 
have their say in key school decisions); the School Tours 
and Interview Ambassadors (who showcase the school 
for different events and are involved in interviewing new 
staff). 
If you are interested in any of these Ambassador roles, 
you will need to demonstrate creative ideas and a 
proactive approach.

Social Events
Social events differ from year to year but previous 
events include the Sixth Form Christmas Meal, Summer 
BBQ, West End Theatre visits, bowling trips, Houses of 
Parliament visit and the Sixth Form Prom. 
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A Level Religious Studies (Edexcel)

What does this course involve?
The	new	A	level	Religious	Studies	specification	offers	a	
wide choice of topics within the national guidelines.
The course is relevant to the real world and encourages 
students to develop an appreciation of religious thought 
and its contribution to individuals, communities and 
societies.
Edexcel Religious Studies at A Level encourages candidates 
to:
•	 develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, a rigorous 

study of religion and its relation to the wider world
•	 treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing 

knowledge, understanding and skills appropriate to a 
specialist study of religion

•	 adopt	an	enquiring,	critical	and	reflective	approach	to	
the study of religion

•	 reflect	on	and	develop	their	own	values,	opinions	and	
attitudes in the light of their learning.

What will I study?
We offer three out of four areas of study
•	 Philosophy of Religion
•	 Religion and Ethics
•	 New Testament Studies

How is the course assessed?
In year 13 students will sit three 2 hour exams.

What can I do after this course?
It makes a good basis for any degree course and also 
complements other A level courses such as English, Music, 
Sociology and History, and adds a challenging breadth to 
Science based subjects. 

A Level English Language (OCR)

What does this course involve?
A level English Language is a two year course suited to 
those students who are interested in learning more about 
how language ‘works’. There is a strong theoretical element 
but much of the work is based on discussion, activities 
and	fieldwork.	Students	must	be	capable	of	dealing	with	
concepts and need writing skills demonstrated by a 
minimum of a grade 6  in their GCSE results.

What will I study?
The course will explore some of the following: 
•	 Linguistic analysis of authentic texts
•	 Original writing for a real-world purpose on a topical 

language issue
•	 Analysis of how children acquire language
•	 Language in the media
•	 How language changes over time
•	 An investigation into an area of each learner’s particular 

individual interest

How is the course assessed?
This	is	a	skills	based	mark	scheme.	The	specification	in	
English Language is designed to encourage the development 
of analysing texts in context.
You will prepare for the language exam, which will focus on 
the close reading and analysis of different kinds of writing.

Is this course right for me?
If you enjoy writing and thinking about language then this 
is the course for you.  Many careers require academic 
A Levels, particularly Law, Medicine and Teaching; English 
Language is therefore considered as a valuable subject to 
attain.

What can I do after this course?
A level English Language is recognised by most universities. 
The analytical and philosophical skills acquired along 
with the emphasis on practical work make it suited to 
those willing to pursue a range of careers: law, journalism, 
education, social work, nursing, advertising, personnel and 
industrial management, retailing, media, psychology.
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A Level Mathematics (Edexcel)

What does this course involve?
The Mathematics course builds on many concepts studied 
at GCSE, as well as introducing new concepts.  Students will 
extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques 
and use them in a variety of contexts. All of the units within 
the course are designed to ensure students understand the 
need to use appropriate techniques within models of real 
world situations, use mathematics as an effective means of 
communication and develop skills in problem-solving and 
organisation.

What will I study?
Students study Pure Mathematics and Applied Mathematics. 
The principal components of Pure Mathematics are:
•	  Algebra and functions
•	  Coordinate geometry
•	  Trigonometry
•	  Calculus
•	  Sequences and series
The Applied Mathematics units are Statistics and Mechanics 
Mathematics.  
Statistics includes:
•	  Representation and summary of data
•	  Probability
•	  Correlation and regression
•	  Discrete random variables
•	  The normal distribution
Mechanics Mathematics includes:
 Kinematics
•	  Newton’s Laws
•	  Vectors
•	  Momentum
•	  Moments

How is the course assessed?
Examination papers are split into two units of 120 minutes 
and 75 minutes duration.  Three examinations are taken in 
Year 13.

What can I do after this course?
A	qualification	in	Mathematics	is	required	by	a	wide	range	
of students, from those intending to read the subject at 
university, to those needing mathematical skills to support 
other subjects or chosen careers.  Mathematics will 
complement both business and science subjects.
There is an enormous range of careers where mathematical 
skills are invaluable, such as accountancy, engineering, 
financial	management	and	computer	programming.		
Mathematics plays a key role in most areas from science 
and industry, construction, aviation and manufacturing, to 
hospitals, marketing and meteorology. 
 

A Level English Literature (OCR)

What does this course involve?
The A level course is comprised of three units over two 
years.  Students study a minimum of eight texts, including at 
least two examples of each of the genres of prose, poetry 
and drama, to develop their ability to analyse and evaluate 
literary texts across a variety of genres and periods.

What will I study?
You will study a variety of texts including: 
Component 1: Drama and poetry pre-1900 (01)
•	 Shakespeare
•	 Drama and poetry pre-1900
Component 02: Comparative and contextual study
•	 American Literature 1880—1940
•	 The Gothic
•	 Dystopia
•	 Women in Literature
•	 The Immigrant Experience.
Component 03: Literature post-1900
This component encourages individual study, interest and 
enjoyment of modern literature. Students study three 
literary texts, which must include one prose text, one 
poetry text, and one drama text. 
There are two tasks:
•	 Close reading or re-creative writing with commentary – 

both must be based on one literary text
•	 Comparative essay – must be based on two literary 

texts.

How is the course assessed?
Written examination: 2 hours, 30 minutes, 40% of 
qualification.		Closed	text	exam.

Is this course right for me?
You would be well-suited to studying English Literature at A 
level if you: 
•	 are willing to discuss ideas and contribute to teamwork 
•	 would like to develop your research skills 
•	 enjoy investigating the social, cultural and historical 

context of a text 
•	 enjoy reading and analysing novels, plays and poetry. 

What can I do after this course?
As well as leading directly to degree courses in English 
Literature, this course enables a student to keep their 
options open without narrowing the choice later on. Many 
universities regard it as a desirable A level for courses as 
diverse as Law and Medicine. English Literature graduates 
are highly employable because they have spent several years 
thinking about communication and have developed skills in 
presentation, critical thinking and innovation.  
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A Level Biology (AQA)

What does this course involve?
The course involves a diverse range of topic areas, 
essentially the study of living things, from minute bacteria to 
the enormous Blue Whale and from tiny algae to a gigantic 
Aspen tree, and the changes that take place between them 
and their environment.  You will complete practical work as 
an integral part of the course.

What will I study?
Topic 1:  Biological Molecules
Topic 2:  Cells
Topic 3:  Organisms exchange substances with their 

environment
Topic 4:  Genetic information, variation and relationships 

between organisms
Topic 5:  Energy transfer in and between organisms 
Topic 6:  Organisms respond to changes in their internal 

and external environments. 
Topic 7:  Genetic, populations, evolution and ecosystems
Topic 8:  The control of gene expression

How is the course assessed?
All topics are assessed at the end of year 13 in 3 
written exams for the full A level.  Practical skills will be 
assessed within the written exams as well as a practical 
endorsement with the full A level.

Is this course right for me?
This course is suitable for students who achieved a 6 
or above in GCSE Science and are interested in Science 
related courses or careers.

What can I do after this course?
If	you	are	successful	in	your	studies	you	will	find	a	plethora	
of choices in both higher education and employment in the 
different	fields	of	biology	including	medicine,	food	science,	
biochemistry, microbiology, biomedical science, ecology, 
nursing,	dentistry	and	scientific	journalism.	Studying	science	
also develops logical thinking and improves analytical ability 
and problem solving.
 

A Level Chemistry (AQA)

What does this course involve?
Chemistry is the study of the properties of the materials 
in the world around us. The chemist looks at and tries to 
interpret changes in materials, from the apparently simple, 
such as the burning of hydrogen, to the more complex, such 
as reactions in the body.  At the same time, the chemist 
may be interested in energy changes, or how fast a reaction 
proceeds.  Another important aspect is working out the 
structure of materials and identifying their constituents.  
The chemist employs his or her skills to use both simple 
and complex analytical techniques to determine the 
composition of every kind of substance.  Research and 
development of new materials is a most important part 
of chemistry.  These new materials include drugs, plastics, 
rubbers and detergents to name but a few.  These are just 
some of the things which chemistry involves; look around 
you and you will see the work of the chemist everywhere.

What will I study?
The AQA Chemistry course builds upon the principles 
learnt at GCSE as well as introducing new concepts. 
Aspects of the three strands of chemistry; physical, organic 
and inorganic, are studied in year 12 and then developed 
further in year 13. 

How is the course assessed?
Students will be assessed by examinations.
There are 3 exams which assess all content, including 
practical skills.
During the 2 years of study students will also be assessed, 
in the laboratory, on their practical skill and will have the 
opportunity to achieve a Practical Endorsement in addition 
to their A level grade.

Is this course right for me?
This course is suitable for students who achieved a 6 
or above in GCSE Science and are interested in Science 
related courses or careers.

What can I do after this course?
Successful study of A levels including Chemistry will open 
many doors to future careers including chemistry, medicine, 
pharmacy, biology, chemical engineering, law.
A	qualification	in	chemistry	is	highly	valued	because	of	the	
skills that you acquire by following the course. The study of 
chemistry places a great emphasis on encouraging logical 
thinking and improving analytical powers and problem 
solving ability. It is therefore an excellent subject to train 
the mind. If you can prove that you can handle the concepts 
at this level an employer will be impressed. 
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A Level Physics (Edexcel) 
The Kings School

What does this course involve?
The A level Physics course lets you study physics in up-to-
date, contemporary contexts to motivate and inspire you 
as you extend your understanding of the laws, theories 
and models of physics. You’ll develop your enjoyment 
of, and interest in, physics and its applications, gain an 
understanding of the link between theory and experiment, 
and develop your skills in designing and executing 
experiments.   You will also develop your practical skills 
with this applied course, which is well-respected and 
known	for	its	significant	practical	element.
We aim to help you develop an enquiring mind that 
allows problem-solving and the ability to apply previous 
knowledge to new circumstances.  

What will I study?
Year 1
•	 Mechanics
•	 Electric Circuits
•	 Materials
•	 Waves and the particle nature of light
Year 2
•	 Further Mechanics
•	 Electric	and	magnetic	fields
•	 Nuclear and particle physics
•	 Thermodynamics
•	 Space
•	 Nuclear radiation
•	 Gravitational	fields
•	 Oscillations

How is the course assessed?
2 papers both 1¾ hrs
1 paper 2½ hrs

What can I do after this course?
Apart from the progression into Physics, an A level in 
Physics will put any student in an excellent position when 
looking at universities.  Physics A level lends itself easily 
to all the science and engineering disciplines, as well as 
medical,	financial,	ICT	and	managerial	roles.
 

Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Diploma in Health and Social Care 
(OCR)

What does this course involve?
The Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care has been 
developed for learners aged 16+, who want to develop and 
apply their skills, knowledge and understanding in health, 
social care and child care. The Level 3 Diploma in Health 
and	Social	Care	is	an	Applied	General	qualification	which	is	
the same size as two GCE A levels.
This	qualification	will	provide	students	with	the	skills,	
knowledge and understanding that will allow them to 
progress onto Higher Education on a health and social 
care-related programme such as Health and Social Care, 
Nursing, Social Work or Early Childhood Studies. 

What will I study?
•	 Building positive relationships in health and social care
•	 Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care
•	 Health, safety and security in health and social care
•	 Anatomy and physiology for health and social care
•	 Infection control
•	 Personalisation and a person-centred approach to care
•	 Safeguarding
•	 Promoting Positive Behaviour
•	 The impact of long-term physiological conditions 
•	 Research methods in health, social care and childcare
These units will give learners an understanding of health 
and social care within the wider contexts of different 
environments and settings where care takes place, the 
different individuals that learners might meet and care for 
or support. The importance of effective communication 
in health and social care, the importance of legislation 
in health and social care and the principles behind the 
person-centred approach to care and how this is applied in 
the workplace. Students will also develop transferable skills 
such as communication skills as well as research, planning 
and organisation.

How is the course assessed?
Students will take 12 or 13 units, made up of mandatory 
and optional units. 100 hours Work experience.

Is this course right for me?
There are no formal entry requirements for this 
qualification.	It	is	recommended	that	learners	have	or	are	
working towards a grade 4 or above in Maths and English 
Language GCSEs.
The	qualification	is	designed	to	be	the	core	of	a	learner’s	
study programme, with other subjects.

What can I do after this course?
Students go onto study a wide range of university courses 
ranging from nursing to psychology.  90% of our students 
go on to study at degree level. 
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Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Extended Diploma in Health and 
Social Care (OCR)

What does this course involve?
The Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care 
has been developed for learners aged 16+, who want to 
develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding 
in health, social care and child care. The Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care is an Applied General 
qualification	which	is	the	same	size	as	three	GCE	A	levels.		
The	qualification	is	designed	to	fill	a	complete	two-year	
study programme.
This	qualification	will	provide	learners	with	the	skills,	
knowledge and understanding that will allow them 
to progress onto a Health and Social Care related 
Apprenticeship or Higher Education on a health and social 
care-related programme such as Health and Social Care, 
Nursing, Social Work or Early Childhood Studies.

What will I study?
•	 Building positive relationships in health and social care
•	 Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care
•	 Health, safety and security in health and social care
•	 Anatomy and physiology for health and social care
•	 Infection control
•	 Personalisation and a person-centred approach to care
•	 Safeguarding
These units will give learners an understanding of health 
and social care within the wider contexts of different 
environments and settings where care takes place, the 
importance of effective communication in health and social 
care, the importance of legislation in health and social care 
and the principles behind the person-centred approach to 
care and how this is applied in the workplace. Learners will 
also develop transferable skills such as communication skills 
as well as research, planning and organisation.

How is the course assessed?
Students will take 12 or 13 units, made up of mandatory 
and optional units. 100 hours Work experience.

Is this course right for me?
There are no formal entry requirements for this 
qualification.	It	is	recommended	that	learners	have	or	are	
working towards a grade 4 or above in Maths and English 
Language.
The	qualification	is	designed	to	be	the	core	of	a	learner’s	
study programme, with either Maths or English resits

What can I do after this course?
Students go onto study a wide range of university courses 
ranging from nursing to psychology.  90% of our students 
go on to study at degree level. 

Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certificate in Business

What does this course involve?
Extended	Certificate	in	Business	is	a	subject,	directly	
related to the exciting real world of business. You will learn 
by completing tasks and assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations activities and projects,

What will I study?
The course consists of 5 units including 3 mandatory units 
and 2 optional units.  The mandatory units are:
•	 The Business Environment
•	 Working in Business
•	 Customers and Communication
The	optional	units	will	be	chosen	to	fit	the	needs	and	
interests of the students on the course.

How is the course assessed?
The	Level	3	Extended	Certificate	is	coursework	and	
exam based.  After you have been taught how to complete 
the assignments, you will be closely guided through the 
completion of drafts of all of your work.  All coursework 
is marked by your teachers and some moderated by the 
exam board.  The 2 out of the 5 units will be assessed by 
externally set examination from the exam board.

Is this course right for me?
This course is perfect for anyone with an interest in 
Business and how businesses run.

What can I do after this course?
There	is	potential	for	the	qualification	to	prepare	you	for	
employment and to provide skills and techniques required 
to progress into University and it is suitable for those who 
have decided that they wish to enter a particular area of 
work.		A	Level	3	Extended	Certificate	in	Business	will	give	
you the basic skills and knowledge you require in areas 
such	as	finance,	law,	economics,	management	and	marketing.
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Level 3 Introductory Diploma in IT 
& Level 3 Diploma in IT (Cambridge 
Technicals)

What does this course involve?
The Level 3 Technical Diploma in IT is a brand new and 
exciting course that develops your understanding of the 
principles of IT and global information systems.  
You will gain an insight into the IT sector and investigate 
technological	change,	the	global	flow	of	information	and	
legal and security considerations. The knowledge, skills 
and understanding you develop will help you to either gain 
employment or prepare you for higher education.  The 
course has been set up with industry professionals.

What will I study?
The course is made up of eleven units over the 2 years: 
three compulsory units: 
•	 Fundamentals of IT
•	 Global Information
•	 Application Design
and eight optional including: 
•	 Cyber Security
•	 Product Development
•	 Social Media and Digital Marketing
•	 Project Management
•	 Mobile Technology
•	 Game Design 
•	 Web Development
•	 Internet of everything

How is the course assessed?
The Level 3 Technical Diploma is mainly coursework 
marked by your teacher and checked by the exam board.  
Three units over the 2 years are examinations.  All units 
have the skills taught and then assessed with the project 
work or exam.

Is this course right for me?
If you are interested in learning more about IT, how it is 
used in society and business, then this course is for you.

What can I do after this course?
The course has been developed to focus on:
•	 Skills needed for higher education
•	 Skills needed for employment, apprenticeships and 

traineeships
During the course, there will be input from companies and 
other IT professionals. 

A Level Art, Craft and Design 
(WJEC)

What does this course involve?
This Art course engages students in practical studio work, 
which is informed by relevant contextual study.   Art and 
Design promotes an experimental approach using a wide 
range of media including, painting, print, mixed media and 
digital imagery.  Observational drawing underpins all Fine 
Art practice and is seen as an essential requirement for the 
course.  
You are encouraged to further your artistic interests, 
understanding and skills whilst developing a personal 
creative response within the supportive environment of the 
art studios.  The appreciation and study of art is integral 
to the course and this culminates in the second year with 
an illustrated written study of between 1,000 and 3,000 
words.
The major requirement for A level Art and Design courses 
is	the	need	to	be	creative,	original	and	flexible	and	a	strong	
independent work ethic. These courses offer exploration 
and experimentation with a wide range of materials and 
processes that encourage and nurture the creative process.

What will I study?
Throughout the course you will be encouraged to build 
upon both traditional and contemporary methods of 
working.  You are instructed to develop personal responses 
to a variety of themes exploring, for example, culture, self, 
relationships and artistic styles.  Throughout the course 
emphasis is placed upon line, tone, colour, texture, shape, 
form and space.  You may work with a variety of media, 
such as paints, pastels, pencils, pen and ink, water-colours, 
fabric, print and digital and are encouraged to develop a 
multi-media approach.  You can select one approach or 
combine techniques as you progress.

How is the course assessed?
All coursework is internally assessed by subject tutors and 
then	externally	verified	by	an	exam	board	moderator.	You	
will produce a portfolio of work which will be worth 100% 
of your year 12 grade. You will not sit an exam until the 
end of year 13. You will produce a written study in year 13.

What can I do after this course?
A level Art and Design opens many doors and can be 
fundamental in creating pathways for a whole array of 
university courses, from careers in restoration, art history, 
textiles, graphics/illustration, set design, interior design, 
3D design, advertising, as well as careers in animation and 
web design, architecture, art therapy, product design and 
teaching.
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A Level French (AQA)

What does this course involve?
This exciting new course offers the opportunity to study, 
film,	literature	and	history	alongside	the	culture,	politics	
and social aspects of the French Speaking world. Students 
can expect the majority of the course to be delivered 
in French and must be prepared to communicate in the 
language with the teacher and the rest of the class.

What will I study?
The	first	part	of	the	course	is	dedicated	to	bridging	the	gap	
between study at GCSE and A Level.  There is a thorough 
revision of vocabulary and grammar taught at GCSE and 
new grammar is introduced.  
The course will cover:
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends such as 
the changing nature of the family unit and the cyber-society
Artistic culture in the French-speaking world, looking at 
contemporary francophone music and the French cinema 
industry
•	 The study of a French author
•	 The	study	of	a	French	film
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues such as 
the positive features of a diverse society and law and order
Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world such 
as democracy and voting, demonstrations and strikes

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed with Listening, Reading and Writing 
Papers on the topics studied, an additional paper on the 
literary or cinematographic work studied and a Speaking 
Test on the topics studied. There is no coursework with 
this course.

What can I do after this course?
After studying French at A level, you will be aware of 
the importance of Modern Languages in today’s world 
of	international	communication.		Proficiency	in	another	
language is an increasingly sought after skill.  This course 
aims to take your knowledge of the language and culture 
to a more advanced level, preparing you for international 
travel, the world of work or entry to higher education.
 

A Level Spanish (AQA)

What does this course involve?
This exciting new course offers the opportunity to study, 
film,	literature	and	history	alongside	the	culture,	politics	
and social aspects of the Spanish Speaking world. Students 
can expect the majority of the course to be delivered 
in Spanish and must be prepared to communicate in the 
language with the teacher and the rest of the class.

What will I study?
The	first	part	of	the	course	is	dedicated	to	bridging	the	gap	
between study at GCSE and A Level.  There is a thorough 
revision of vocabulary and grammar taught at GCSE and 
new grammar is introduced.  
The course will cover:
Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current trends such as 
the changing nature of the family unit and the cyber-society
Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world, looking at 
contemporary hispanophone music and the Spanish cinema 
industry
•	 The study of a Spanish author
•	 The	study	of	a	Spanish	film
Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current issues such as 
the positive features of a diverse society and law and order
Aspects of political life in the Spanish-speaking world 
such as democracy and voting, popular movements and 
dictatorships

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed with a Listening, Reading and 
Writing Papers on the topics studied, an additional 
paper on the literary or cinematographic work studied 
and a Speaking Test on the topics studied. There is no 
coursework with this course.

What can I do after this course?
After studying Spanish at A level, you will be aware of 
the importance of Modern Languages in today’s world 
of	international	communication.		Proficiency	in	another	
language is an increasingly sought after skill.  This course 
aims to take your knowledge of the language and culture 
to a more advanced level, preparing you for international 
travel, the world of work or entry to higher education. 
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A Level Geography (Edexcel)

What does this course involve?
A level Geography teaches you about the earth’s places, 
peoples, environments and societies.  It helps you to 
understand the relationships between people and the 
environment.  It is unique in bridging the social sciences 
(History, Sociology, Economics, English) and the earth 
sciences (Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics).  
Geography puts this understanding of social and physical 
processes within the essential context of places and 
regions. 
The course encourages students to gain enjoyment, 
satisfaction and a sense of achievement as they develop 
their knowledge and understanding of the subject. It 
enables students to be inspired by their geographical 
understanding, to engage critically with real world issues 
and places, and to apply their geographical knowledge, 
theory and skills to the world around them. Students 
grow as independent thinkers and as informed and 
engaged citizens, who understand the role and importance 
of geography as one of the key disciplines relevant to 
understanding the world’s changing peoples, places and 
environments.

What will I study?
Three units are examination based. There is one piece of 
coursework:
Unit 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards; Coastal Landscapes 
and Change; The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity; The 
Carbon Cycle
Unit 2:  Globalisation; Regenerating Places; Superpowers 
Global Development and Connections; Migration, Identity 
and Sovereignty 
Unit 3:  Synoptic Themes
Unit 4:  Coursework 
Fieldwork 

How is the course assessed?
A Level Geography is assessed by examination and 
coursework. 
All A Level examinations are taken in June of Year 13.

What can I do after this course?
The A level in Geography attracts all sorts of students. 
Ambitious students, keen to go to university, can use 
it as an effective means to gain an excellent grade. The 
knowledge gained from studying contemporary issues, both 
globally and locally can also make a worthwhile addition to 
personal statements.
Alternatively, pupils keen to get straight into the world of 
work, can use the time management, research and analysis 
skills which they will learn to increase their employability. 
 

A Level History (Edexcel)

What does this course involve?
The	A	Level	History	qualification	allows	candidates	to	
demonstrate the highest aptitude, literacy, discipline and 
intelligence. It provides a curriculum designed to ignite and 
engage students’ passions and interest.  The content will 
create independent learners, critical thinkers and decision-
makers.  These personal skills will make you stand out as 
you progress to higher education or the workplace.

What will I study?
Paper 1: Breadth study with interpretations: Britain 
Transformed 1918-79
•	 A changing political and economic environment, 

1918–79   
•	 Creating a welfare state, 1918–79
•	 Society in transition, 1918–79
•	 The changing quality of life, 1918–79
Paper 2:  Depth study: The USA, c1920–55: boom, bust and 
recovery
•	 Boom and crash, 1920–29 
•	 Depression and New Deal, 1929–38
•	 Impact of the New Deal and the Second World War in 

the USA to 1945
•	 The transformation of the USA, 1945–55
Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth: The 
witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America, 
c1580–c1750
•	 Changing attitudes to witchcraft in Britain
•	 The wider intellectual context: the coming of the age of 

science and reason
•	 The North Berwick witches in Scotland, 1590–91 and 

the aftermath to 1597
•	 The Lancashire witches of 1604–13
•	 The Great Witch Hunt, in Bamberg, Germany, 1623–32
•	 Matthew Hopkins and the East Anglian witch craze, 

1645–47
•	 Cotton Mather and the Salem witch hunt, 1692–93
Paper 4: Coursework
The coursework will be assessed using a centre-set 
assignment.  An assignment framework is provided to 
support the development of individual assignments.

How is the course assessed?
This is a linear A Level with all exams being taken at 
the end of  Year 13.  Coursework is worth 20% of the 
qualification.

What can I do after this course?
A Level History is a sound basis for continuing on to study 
at Higher Education, or for leading directly into work.  
Amongst the professions for which History is relevant are: 
Law, Politics, Teaching, Journalism, Social Work and the Civil 
Service. 
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A Level Classical Civilisation (OCR)

What does this course involve?
This is an exciting course which gives a detailed insight into 
the ancient world of the Greeks and Romans, which have 
influenced	our	society	today.		Students	study	literature,	
history and archaeology from a wide variety of texts and 
sources.  Students who have not previously studied Classics 
are welcome to do so at A Level.  A Classical language 
(Latin/Greek) is not required, as all texts are studied 
in translation.  You will also have opportunities to visit 
Classical sites both nationally and internationally!

What will I study?
Module 1: The World of the Hero: This module involves study 
of Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. Students will be 
expected to understand and evaluate the historical and 
cultural context in which the poems were composed. 
They are also expected to analyse aspects of the text 
such as characterisation, heroism, involvement of the gods, 
social and moral values including the concepts of ‘guest 
friendship’, ‘honour’ and ‘reputation’, the role of women 
and narrative techniques.
Module 2: Culture and the Arts: Students study two Greek 
tragedies and one comedy.  They are required to look at 
the concept of the tragic hero, the depiction of women 
and	the	conflict	between	men	and	women,	the	role	of	the	
chorus, the gods and narrative techniques. They will also be 
expected to have a thorough understanding of the social, 
political and religious themes in the plays, as well as the 
historical and cultural context in which tragedies were 
written and performed. They will have to consider both the 
ancient and modern audiences’ response to drama.
Module 3:  Beliefs and Ideas: Students will be required to 
study Greek religion, including the nature of the Olympian 
gods, personal experience of the divine, religion and society, 
places of worship, including the Acropolis, Delphi and 
Olympia, rituals and priests and religion and philosophy. 
They will be required to consider how religion affected 
the Greek sense of identity and how intertwined it was 
with Greek political life. They will also explore Greek 
conceptions of the nature of gods and their relationships 
with mortals, as well as examining the tensions caused by 
the rise of philosophical thinking.

How is the course assessed?
There are 3 exams taken at the end of Year 13

Is this course right for me?
Yes, if you are prepared to read, discuss, debate, analyse, 
evaluate and express your own opinions.

What can I do after this course?
Classics is a rigorous, academic subject that is looked upon 
favourably by university admissions tutors.  It provides an 
excellent grounding for further study in Classics or any 
other Arts or Humanities subjects.  The skills acquired will 
also prove invaluable for those wanting to pursue careers 
in law, journalism, education and the civil service.

 A Level Sociology (OCR)

What does this course involve?
A level Sociology is an exciting course which gives a 
detailed insight into the study of our society – how it 
works	what	happens	when	there	is	conflict	and	major	
issues such as income, social class, the family and education.  
Students study textbooks, surveys and newspapers and use 
both primary and secondary data.  Students who have not 
previously studied Sociology can capably study the A level 
and are welcomed and encouraged to do so.

What will I study?
Year 1
Introducing socialisation, culture. 
•	  What is culture, socialisation and identity? 
•	 Families and relationships 
•	 Family diversity
•	 Changing roles and relationships within families
Research methods & social inequalities
•	  What is the relation between theory and methods?
•	  What are the main stages of the research process?
•	  What methods are used in sociological research?
Understanding social inequalities
•	  What are the main patterns and trends in social 

inequality in relation to Class and Gender?
•	  How can patterns and trends be explained?
•	  Functionalism/Marxism/Feminism
Year 2
Understanding social inequalities (Cont.)
•	  What are the main patterns and trends in social 

inequality in relation to Ethnicity and Age?
•	  How can patterns and trends be explained?
•	  Weberianism/New Right
Globalisation and digital social world
•	  What is the relationship between globalisation and 

digital forms of communication?
•	  What is the impact of digital forms of communication 

in a global context?
Education
•	  What is the role of education in society?
•	  What are the patterns and trends of educational 

inequalities?
•	  How can differential educational achievement be 

explained?
•	 How has the UK education system changed?

How is the course assessed?
Each component has an exam taken at the end of year 13.

What can I do after this course?
Sociology has become a central part of specialist training 
courses for professions such as teaching, policing, social 
work, nursing and health care, journalism and management.  
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A Level Psychology (AQA) 
The Kings School

What does this course involve?
Psychology aims to introduce you to theories and concepts 
that help explain why we think and behave the way we 
do.  You are taught to analyse these ideas critically and 
apply them to real-life scenarios.  You will develop an 
understanding of different areas of psychology, including the 
core areas of Cognitive, Social, Developmental, Physiological 
Psychology and Individual Differences.  At A level you 
develop	this	understanding	by	considering	specific	applied	
topics such as Anomalous Psychology and the Philosophy 
of	the	Scientific	Method.	
Psychology is taught as a twilight course.  Students 
who select this option need to be highly-motivated and 
prepared for a lot of independent study.

What will I study?
Year 1
•	 Compulsory Units:
•	 Social	influence
•	 Memory
•	 Attachment
•	 Approaches in Psychology
•	 Psychopathology
•	 Research Methods
Year 2
•	 Compulsory Units:
•	  Biopsychology
•	  Issues and Debates in Psychology
Optional Units
Opt 1 – Relationships/Gender/Cognition
Opt 2 – Schizophrenia/Eating Behaviour/Stress
Opt 3 – Aggression/Forensic Psychology/Addiction

How is the course assessed?
Paper 1: 2 hr exam, 33.3% of A Level
Paper 2: 2 hr exam, 33.3% of A Level
Paper 3: 2 hr exam, 33.3% of A Level

What can I do after this course?
Psychology is a very popular degree subject and can lead 
to a very wide range of careers in science or commerce.  It 
is a fascinating and challenging subject and helps students 
think more deeply about their own behaviour and others’. 

A Level Media (AQA)

What does this course involve?
A Level Media Studies is a 2 year course and is aimed at 
extending the analytical and practical expertise gained in 
GCSE Media Studies.

What will I study?
In	the	first	year	of	study	you	will	further	explore	the	four	
theoretical frameworks which underline all AQA Media 
courses.
•	Media	language		 •	Media	representation
•	Media	industries		 •	Media	audience
You will analyse a range of close study projects with the 
aim	of	confidently	applying	your	knowledge	of	a	wide	
range of Media theorists, including Todorov, Propp, Neale, 
Levi-Strauss, Baudrillard, Curran, Livingstone and Lunt, 
Hesmondhalgh and Bandura.
At	the	end	of	the	first	year	AQA	will	provide	the	school	
with a selection of close study projects (CSPs), which will 
then be studied in depth and will form part of the content 
of the written exams.
There is also a non-exam assessment (NEA) which will be 
produced in year 13. Students will independently create a 
media production in response to a brief set by AQA. For 
your NEA practical task you will choose to produce a 
combination of two professional standard media texts for 
the following areas -
•	 Music video
•	 Television
•	 Radio
•	 Newspapers
•	 Magazines
•	 Advertising / marketing
•	 Online, social and participatory media
•	 Video games

How is the course assessed?
There will then be two written exams in the summer of 
year 13.
35% - Paper 1 –  focusing on issues and debates around a 
yearly theme which will connect to the concept of ‘Power 
in the Media’ 
35% - Paper 2 – Focusing on the 6 close study projects 
(CPSs)	sent	by	AQA	at	the	end	of	the	first	year	of	study.	
30% Practical Project – Producing a statement of intent, 
then completing a media production project in you chosen 
specialism.

What can I do after this course?
Media studies will give you skills in: critical analysis; 
research; a broad commercial and cultural awareness of 
the media and creative industries; teamwork; initiation and 
development of creative work in writing, audiovisual or 
other	electronic	media;	a	flexible,	creative	and	independent	
approach to tasks; the ability to work to a brief and meet 
deadlines.
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Sports Leadership Level 3

What does this course involve?
This course is one of the enrichment opportunities offered 
by	the	school.		It	is	a	nationally	recognised	qualification	
that enables successful learners to independently lead 
purposeful and enjoyable sport/physical activity. It is 
worth16 UCAS points.
The course aims to:
Develop a pathway from the level 1 and 2 course in KS3 
and 4 
Provide	a	practical	and	coursework	based	qualification
Provide scope for students to become involved in the 
community through working with the disabled amd elderly.
Link with local primary school by running activity sessions.
Enable	confidence	and	experience	to	develop	within	each	
student.
Build	confidence	by	helping	to	run	extra	curricular	and	
lunch time sessions.

What will I study?
Five units will be completed through the two year course.
Three mandatory units are chosen from units 1-4. 
Two units are chosen from  the optional units 5-7.
Mandatory Units
•	 Developing leadership skills
•	 Plan, lead and evaluate a sports/physical activity event
•	 Lead safe sport/physical activity sessions
•	 Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions 

for children.
Optional Units
•	 Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions in 

the community
•	 Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions 

for disabled people
•	 Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions 

for older people

How is the course assessed?
Practical observation – video/photos can be used to 
support this
Questioning of underpinning knowledge 
Plans and evaluations completed during the course

Level 2 Cambridge Technical 
Certificate in Sport and Physical 
Activity

What does this course involve?
This	qualification	is	for	learners	who	are	16	years	old	or	
over,	and	want	to	study	sport,	leisure	or	fitness.	
This	qualification	is	not	just	about	being	able	to	play	sport;	
it will provide learners with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to progress onto an Apprenticeship, a Level 
3	Tech	Level	qualification	or	employment	in	the	sport	and	
physical activity sector. Apprenticeships learners could 
progress	to	include	Community	Sport	and	Health	Officer.	
Job roles learners could progress to include Assistant 
Activity Leader.

What will I study?
The	qualification	is	designed	to	be	taken	as	part	of	a	study	
programme	alongside	other	vocational	qualifications,	GCSE	
resits or A-Levels. 
Learners will take four mandatory units: 
•	 Physical activity, health and wellbeing 
•	 Physical preparation and readiness for sport and 

physical activity 
•	 Leading sport and physical activity sessions 
•	 Inclusivity, diversity and equality in delivering sport and 

physical activity 
These units will give learners knowledge and understanding 
of the short and long term effects of sport and physical 
activity on the body systems and how participation can 
benefit	health	and	wellbeing.	Learners	will	also	learn	how	
to select appropriate sports or physical activities for 
people to participate in depending on their needs which 
includes their age; their ability; any disabilities, injuries or 
illnesses; their cultural background and their likes and 
dislikes before going on to develop skills in delivering safe, 
inclusive and enjoyable sport and physical activity sessions.

How is the course assessed?
Examinations and Coursework that is moderated.

What can I do after this course?
Apprenticeships	that	this	qualification	can	lead	to	include:	
Advanced Level apprenticeships in Coaching, and Personal 
Training.
Job roles that this could help to prepare you for include 
Personal Trainer, Assistant Sports Coach, or Sports and 
Activity Coordinator.
It could also provide a route into Higher Education on 
a sport-related programme such as Sport and Physical 
Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and 
Development.  
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Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure

What does this course involve?
This	qualification	is	for	learners	who	are	16	years	old	
or over and want to develop their skills in preparation 
for employment in the Sport and Physical Activity sector. 
This	qualification	is	not	just	about	being	able	to	play	sport	
or deal with elite athletes; employers need people who 
are able to lead sports and physical activities safely, work 
with the general public in providing sport and physical 
activity opportunities and help to promote physically active 
lifestyles.	Therefore,	this	qualification	will	provide	learners	
with the skills, knowledge and understanding to progress 
into employment in the sport and physical activity sector 
either through an apprenticeship or directly into work.

What will I study?
•	 Body systems and the effects of physical activity
•	 Sports coaching and activity leadership
•	 Sports organisation and development
•	 Working safely in sport, exercise, health and leisure
•	 Physical	activity	for	specific	groups
For the Sports Coaching Pathway learners will also cover:  
Sports Coaching Units include Performance analysis in 
sport and exercise, Sports injuries and rehabilitation and 
Organisation of sports events.

How is the course assessed?
Examinations and Coursework that is moderated.

Is this course right for me?
It is recommended thatstudents will have achieved sport 
or	physical	education	qualifications	for	example	GCSEs	in	
PE at grade 4 (or equivalent) or above or level 2 vocational 
qualifications,	e.g.	OCR	Level	2	Cambridge	National

What can I do after this course?
This	qualification	can	lead	to	apprenticeships	and	job	roles	
including:  Advanced Level apprenticeships in Coaching, and 
Personal Training, Personal Trainer, Assistant Sports Coach, 
or Sports and Activity Coordinator.
It could also provide a route into Higher Education on 
a sport-related programme such as Sport and Physical 
Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and 
Development.
 

Level 3  Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certificate in Sport and 
Physical Activity

What does this course involve?
This	qualification	is	for	learners	16	years	old	or	over	who	
want	to	study	sport,	leisure	or	fitness.
This	qualification	is	not	just	about	being	able	to	play	
sport, it will provide learners with the skills, knowledge 
and understanding to progress into Higher Education on 
a sport-related programme such as Sport and Physical 
Education, Sport Science, Sport Coaching and Development 
or Sport and Leisure Management. 
The	qualification	is	designed	to	be	taken	as	part	of	a	study	
programme	alongside	other	vocational	qualifications	or	
A levels, such as Cambridge Technicals in Business, A level 
Biology, A level Physics or Cambridge Technicals in Science.

What will I study?
Learners	will	take	between	five	and	six	units	made	up	of	
mandatory and optional units: 
Everybody will study the following mandatory units: 
•	 Body systems and the effects of physical activity 
•	 Sports coaching and activity leadership 
•	 Sports organisation and development 
These units will give learners an understanding of sport in 
the wider contexts of coaching and leadership, anatomy 
and physiology, the body’s short- and long-term responses 
to physical activity and the framework of sport in the 
UK and the organisations involved. Learners will also 
develop transferable skills such as planning, communication, 
adaptability and leadership.

How is the course assessed?
Examinations and Coursework that is moderated.

Is this course right for me?
It is recommended that students will have achieved sport 
or	physical	education	qualifications	for	example	GCSEs	in	
PE at grade 4 (or equivalent) or above or level 2 vocational 
qualifications,	e.g.	OCR	Level	2	Cambridge	National

What can I do after this course?
This	qualification	can	lead	to	apprenticeships	and	job	roles	
including:  Advanced Level apprenticeships in Coaching, and 
Personal Training, Personal Trainer, Assistant Sports Coach, 
or Sports and Activity Coordinator.
It could also provide a route into Higher Education on 
a sport-related programme such as Sport and Physical 
Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and 
Development.  
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How To Apply

All applicants should complete the Subject Selection 
Form opposite.
In addition, external applicants should also complete the 
school’s Application for Sixth Form Admission on page 20.
Please read in conjunction with the Post 16 Admissions 
information on page 21 of this prospectus.
All Application and Subject Selection Forms should be 
returned by 19 December 2019 to:

Ms C Wilson
Assistant Headteacher
St John Fisher Catholic High School
Park Lane
Peterborough
PE1 5JN

Date Event

November/December 2019
•	 Careers interviews with students.
•	 All Year 11 students will be interviewed regardless of their intended destination.

13 November 2019
•	 Students will be given the opportunity to attend a taster sixth form lesson in the 

subject of their choice

19 December 2019
•	 Students intending to apply to St John Fisher will complete and submit the subject 

selection form.

March 2020 •	 Sixth Form interviews for external applicants

May/June 2020 •	 Students will complete external examinations in all GCSE subjects

20 June 2020 •	 Sixth Form Induction day

20 August 2020

•	 GCSE results will be released to students on the morning of Thursday 20 August 2020.
•	 Staff will be available to advise students who require further support with their Post 

16 choices during the morning of 20 August 2020.
•	 Students	should	confirm	their	place	at	SJF	Sixth	form	on	Results	Day.

Timeline
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St John Fisher Catholic High School

Sixth Form Subject Selection – September 2020

Name Current School/Form

Address (inc. 
Postcode)

Date of Birth

Tel. No.

Email Mobile No.

Please select a total of 4 from the subjects listed below in priority order:

A Level Religious Studies (Edexcel) A Level Classical Civilisation (OCR)

A Level English Language (OCR) A Level Sociology (OCR)

A Level English Literature (OCR) A Level Psychology (AQA)

A Level Mathematics (Edexcel) A Level Media (AQA)

A Level Biology (AQA Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in 
Health and Social Care (OCR)

A Level Chemistry (AQA) Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care (OCR

A Level Physics (Edexcel) Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended 
Certificate	in	Business

A Level Art, Craft and Design (WJEC) Level 3 Introductory Diploma in IT & Level 
3 Diploma in IT (Cambridge Technical)

A Level French (AQA) Level	2	Cambridge	Technical	Certificate	in	
Sport and Physical Activity

A Level Spanish (AQA) Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in 
Sport and Active Leisure

A Level Geography (Edexcel) Level 3  Cambridge Technical Extended 
Certificate	in	Sport	and	Physical	Activity

A Level History (Edexcel)

Reasons for applying for these courses.  Include future career interests.

Other information you wish to include (hobbies, interests and previous achievements).

Signed by student:  ................................................................................................................... Date:  ...........................................................
Statement by parent/carer:  This application has my consent:
Signed:   ....................................................................................................................................... Date:   ..........................................................
              (Parent/Carer)

#
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Application for Sixth Form Admission - Sept 2020 
For completion by External applicants only

Please complete all the information below and provide copies of the following documents:
•	 Baptismal	Certificate/evidence	from	Religious	Leader		 •	 Proof	of	home	address	(Rent	book	or	utility	bill) 
•	 Passport	or	Birth	Certificate	 •	 Any	reports	you	may	have	from	your	previous	school.

Family Name.......................................................................................................................................Male/Female(delete as applicable)

First Name(s) .................................................................................... Date of Birth .....................................................................................

Home Language ...................................................................................................................................Current Year Group........................

Date of Entry to UK (if applicable) .............................................................................................................................................................

Home Address  ................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode   ..........................................................................................  Home Telephone Number ............................................................

Full name of Mother/Guardian  ...................................................................................................................................................................

Day time telephone number .........................................................................................................................................................................

Full name of Father/Guardian  .....................................................................................................................................................................

Day time telephone number .........................................................................................................................................................................

Religion  ...............................................................................................Place of Baptism  ..............................................................................

Name and Address of Church or Other Place of Worship 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name of Priest, Minister of Religion or Leader of Faith Community to whom the family is known 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Present/Previous School  ...............................................................................................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................................................  Postcode .................................................

Date of Admission  ..........................................................................Date of Leaving  ................................................................................

Name(s) of brothers/sisters at St John Fisher Catholic High School

..............................................................................................................  DOB  ........................................................... Year Group..................

..............................................................................................................  DOB  ........................................................... Year Group..................

Reason for choosing St John Fisher School:  .............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Compassionate factors you would like the Governors to take into account:  .................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Any other information you wish to be considered: ................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Declaration (to be completed by the parent):  

To the best of my knowledge the information given in this application is correct.  I agree to notify the Governors of  
St John Fisher School immediately of any change of address or other circumstances.

Signed  ........................................................................................................ Name  .........................................................................................

Relationship to Child   ............................................................................  Date  ..........................................................................................

Please return to:   Ms C Wilson, St John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane, Peterborough, PE1 5JN

(a	copy	of	the	Baptismal	Certificate	is	required	as	proof	of	baptism)
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Post-16 Admissions
Purpose
To	define	the	process	for	admission	of	students	into	
Post-16 (Key Stage 5) courses at St John Fisher Catholic 
High School

We want Year 12 students at St John Fisher to follow 
a route to success that relates to their interests and 
abilities. For this reason all courses in Year 12 have entry 
requirements.  These requirements are based on our 
understanding of the demands of the courses and of the 
qualities which students need to meet these demands 
successfully. 
Students wanting to study alternative courses are 
signposted to local FE colleges and other institutions. 

Criteria for access to Level 3 courses 
Requirements for Level 3 courses are 5 GCSEs at 
grade 4 or better, usually including Maths and English 
and representing at least 4 different courses taken in 
one examination period.  Please note that an individual 
subject cannot count for more than 2 GCSEs.
For students embarking on an A level which requires 
essay-writing, English Language GCSE Level 4 or 
equivalent is essential. Maths GCSE Level 4 or equivalent 
is	of	similar	status	for	those	embarking	on	scientific	or	
technological studies
In	order	to	study	specific	subjects	at	Level	3	we	strongly	
recommend that students should have achieved at 
least a Level 6 at GCSE in subjects which they wish to 
pursue	at	A	level.		Many	courses	have	additional	specific	
requirements; see our ‘Course Requirements’ in the 
prospectus for full details. 
Requirements for Level 3 vocational courses, for example 
OCR	National	or	Cambridge	Technical	qualifications	
are a minimum of four 3 grades (or alpha equivalent), 
including English Language.  The school reserves the right 
to refuse a place to students who may have achieved four 
grade 3s but are not deemed suitable for Level 3 study.
If a course is oversubscribed at the application deadline, 
students will be allocated to the course according to 
their	previous	qualifications	in	that	subject,	with	priority	
given to those who have the higher ability.  If a further 
distinction between applicants is required priority will 
be given to the student who has the fewest alternative 
courses available to them.

Programmes available
The majority of Level 3 students will study three Level 
3 courses (3 A levels or a combination of vocational 
courses and A Levels) plus an enrichment course.  
All students must continue studying GCSE English 
Language and/or Mathematics if a grade 4 has not been 
achieved. 

Guidelines for Applicants
The total number of places available in the Sixth Form 
is 150.  Priority is given to applications from current 
students at St John Fisher who wish to continue 
their studies here.  Of these, priority will be given to 
applications received by the published deadline, and 
each applicant’s form and reference will be considered 
carefully before we make an offer of a place. 
If the school has more applications than places available 
parents may elect to place their child’s name on a waiting 
list.  Students will be placed on the waiting list in strict 
order according to the oversubscription criteria on the 
Admissions Policy.  If a place becomes available at the 
school, places will be allocated according to this criterion.
The waiting list will be held from the allocation of places 
date until the end of December in Year 12.  Applicants 
must inform the school on GCSE results day that they 
wish to remain on the waiting list by telephoning the 
school.
We invite all (external) students who meet our entry 
criteria into the school to discuss our expectations, 
answer any questions students may have and clarify 
options.  Parents are also welcome to attend with 
students.  In addition, students and parents are shown 
around the school by our own students.  We feel this is 
important as it gives you the chance to see the school 
during a normal day and to speak to our students about 
their experiences at St  John Fisher, thus giving you a true 
reflection	of	life	at	the	school.		These	meetings	will	take	
place during the spring and summer terms. 
Successful applicants will normally be contacted within 
four weeks of their tour with an offer conditional on 
their GCSE results meeting the requirements of their 
chosen courses.
Applicants are expected to reply to their offer by 1st 
March and may only accept one offer. 




